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Dear Senator Keneally, 

At various times over the last few years I’ve emailed you on the subject of the asylum-

seekers detained on Nauru and Manus Island.  

I have thought it might be worth contacting you on this subject because before you re-entered 

politics you wrote several articles in The Guardian critical of Labor’s acquiescence in the 

Government’s actions: 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/feb/26/labor-policy-damaged-children-its-

time-they-owned-up-to-it 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/jul/28/how-can-i-get-my-head-and-heart-

around-labors-policy-on-boat-turnbacks  

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/aug/10/australia-fails-the-same-lesson-

every-time-the-nauru-files-show-how-secrecy-hides-abuse  

I believe that an ALP government should contact all the people who were at any time 

detained on Manus or Nauru, including those who have gone to “third countries” and those 

who are now detained in Australia, and take proper steps to ensure their welfare. If they 

are still detained, they should be released. If their refugee applications were rejected, they 

should be allowed to appeal. If they were or are judged to be genuine refugees, they should 

be helped to settle in Australia, if they still want to do so, or helped to settle elsewhere if they 

prefer. They should be rehabilitated and compensated.  

I want the Parliamentary leadership to announce this policy as soon as possible (or at least the 

sentence in bold).  

The Government will say that the boats will restart and people will drown. You will want to 

answer this line of attack, but whether you can devise an effective answer or not you 

should repair the damage done to the people who were detained in Manus and Nauru. 

A response to the “drownings” attack could include these points:  

(1) An ALP government will withdraw Australia from the 1951 Convention and negotiate 

agreements with Indonesia and other countries in the region, and will no longer consider 

refugee applications from people who arrive by boat or plane (only from people applying 

while outside Australia). 

(2) Anyone who applies after coming by boat or plane or other means will be sent back or 

detained, unless the Immigration minister exercises discretion in their favour. 

(3) People who have already come by plane and applied for refugee status will be detained 

until their applications have been decided, unless they decide to leave this country.  

Point (2) might lead to the indefinite detention of another set of people, but this would be 

better than the indefinite continued mistreatment of the Manus and Nauru detainees – they 

have “done their time” for what was never a crime. 

In appendices I attach three documents.  

The first is a message Senator Seselja forwarded on my behalf to Malcolm Turnbull (Seselja 

told me that Turnbull had said he would answer my message, but he did not). It is a criticism 

of the ethics of the Turnbull policy. 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/feb/26/labor-policy-damaged-children-its-time-they-owned-up-to-it
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/feb/26/labor-policy-damaged-children-its-time-they-owned-up-to-it
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/jul/28/how-can-i-get-my-head-and-heart-around-labors-policy-on-boat-turnbacks
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/jul/28/how-can-i-get-my-head-and-heart-around-labors-policy-on-boat-turnbacks
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/aug/10/australia-fails-the-same-lesson-every-time-the-nauru-files-show-how-secrecy-hides-abuse
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/aug/10/australia-fails-the-same-lesson-every-time-the-nauru-files-show-how-secrecy-hides-abuse
http://members.iinet.net.au/~akilcull@homemail.com.au/Message2TurnbullFeb.html
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The second is a message then Senator David Smith agreed to pass to Mr Shorten, on the 

likely political cost to the ALP of adopting a more humane policy. 

The third is a message I asked Senator Sinodinos and then Senator Molan, after conversations 

I had with them, to pass to Mr Morrison. 

Best wishes, 

John Kilcullen 

28 February 2020 

http://members.iinet.net.au/~akilcull@homemail.com.au/Email2LaborSenator.html
http://members.iinet.net.au/~akilcull@homemail.com.au/Message2PM.pdf
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