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From the Chairman’s Keyboard

Hello everyone
Happy New Year—if a little late!
A new year but the end of the growing season.

A bonyo example of a Kozan ne-agari Shohin.
15cm tall.
We have Kozan in WA now and expect to have
usable examples in 3-5 years

Now is the time to review what we have done during the
growing season and start the late Summer wiring to place
all the flowering branches and branch tips in the best
position for the flowering season in November and
December
This is where the difference between an average and a good
Satsuki bonsai becomes apparent. Very often in Japan the
fine wiring is left on right till the flowering season and then
cut off just in time to show and before the new growth
around the flower buds thickens the branches.
As this newsletter is about helping all our members we
would like to get some pictures of members’ trees in other
States. WA in its turn will get some members’ trees pictures and we will put them in the newsletter as regularly as
possible.
I am very pleased to hear that the Victorians are getting
together again. I hope we can all continue helping each
other

Arthur Robinson
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Yama no Hikari in full flower at the end of
November 2008, Perth
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Ne-agari continued…..
The ne-agari shown in the last newsletter
grew well during the Summer despite the
WA dry heat (it is merely a question of
catering for the different climate).

The top of the tree from the other side.
The front has yet to be decided and will be determined by
the pattern of the roots. Bear in mind that the uneven sizes
of Kanuma contained in the sheath will make for interesting twists and turns in the roots.
Below: ready for next Spring’s growth

A small split had appeared in the plastic
sheath so the top of the sheath was cut away
to expose some of the roots at the base and
new plastic was wrapped around as a split
would cause some drying out at that point.
Then it was pruned and wired to the desired
shape. Wires will be cut off in Spring and
the tree allowed to grow vigorously whilst
being fed with a specially produced
Fertiliser.
A recipe for this fertiliser appears later in
the Newsletter.
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Autumn Preparation for flowers.
From May until mid June is a good to time to
get your Satsuki ready for next season’s
flowering.
Although Australia’s Winter is quite cold, it
generally does not get as cold as Japan, N.
America, UK and Europe. As a result the
Satsuki does not drop as many leaves and it is a
good idea to get rid of those larger back leaves
that are still on the tree. This will leave a bunch
of smaller ones (5-10 usually) around the flower
buds that are now forming.

Fuji Mori with some of the back leaves removed
prior to Autumn Wiring.
After wiring. The wires will be removed just before
flowering as the new growth is strong.
Note the much larger back leaves still on the plant.

Then the strong growth of Summer should be
wired into position to display the flowers to best
advantage, taking their size and form into
account. One should aim for pads of foliage
which will be transformed into pads of flowers
in early Summer.

Terminal shoots wired
and large back leaves
removed.
It takes a few years to
get the ‘pads’ looking
right.

Sometimes and with certain varieties the flower
buds will also emerge in bunches. These should
be thinned so as not to overcrowd the branches.
Remember that in July no more fertiliser
should be given until after flowering. That
way the varieties that have variations/
mutations in colour pattern will give of their
best. Fertilising in early Spring before flowering often reduces the flowers to a rather
ordinary showing.
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Notices:
Fertiliser Formula
We would like to see some
pictures of members’ Satsuki so
please send some in and a small
blurb on their histories so that we
can all participate.
We also would like you to send in
any questions or thoughts you have
on their cultivation.
We look forward to hearing from
you.
Ed.

In a large Plastic rubbish bin place;
20lb Dynamic Lifter. This is pelletised chicken manure.
2lb Blood and Bone
1 cup Wood Ash:
½ litre Seasol (a conditioner derived from seaweed):
½ litre Fish Emulsion:
15 litres Water: (this quantity maybe varied as
15litres produces a rather wet mix)
Trace Elements.
These are stirred well and with a lid on, are allowed
to brew for a few days.
Do this quite far from the house as the smell is rather
powerful!!
Allow this to dry a bit and when it is like a paste,
form it into little pellets of about 25 mm ( 1" ) x
12.5mm
( ½ inch ) x 12.5mm ( ½ inch ). Place them on trays
or some impervious material to dry. I do use rubber
gloves at all times otherwise no one will go near me
for days!
Once dry these can be placed on the pots and the
goodness leaches out of them into the potting mixture. The effect is quite dramatic.
Some people do not bother to wait for the pellets to
dry but spoon the mixture on while wet, in lumps. It
seems to work just as well. I personally like the control that the dried ones give me.
The above formula provides a large volume of
fertilizer and for most people about half or even a
third would be quite enough. The shelf life is good
and if you are using dried pellets, can be used
throughout the year. It can also be used on other
species of plant and I have found that my Shimpakus
have responded wonderfully with lush, dark and full
growth.
If you have too much and some of it dries in the bin it
can be wetted down again with out any harm and
works just as efficiently as fresh.
This recipe courtesy Eiji Morozumi.
Arthur Robinson

Left: Colour variation.
A fine example from Ueno Park 2007

