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NOTES FROM YOUR 

COMMITTEE 
President: Paul  

Vice President:  Peter s 

Secretary:  Graham Bowden 

8 Bedelia Way, Hamersley, 6022. 
Phone: 9447 4528 

e-mail: gmbowden@bigpond.com 

Treasurer:  Adrian  

Editor:  Ken Jones 

204 Park Street, Henley Brook 6055.  
Phone: 9296 1765 
e-mail: kcjones@tpg.com.au 

 

Life Members 

Graham & Margaret  

Barry (decôd) 

Gordon  

Maxine  

Ken & Chris  

Joan (decôd) & Ted (decôd)  

Trevor  (decôd) 

Neville (decôd) 

Noel & Eva    

Tony & Mavis  

Barry (decôd) 

 

Committee:  

Chris  

Maxine  

Charly  

 

Michele  

Tony  

Mavis  

Quiet Achievers 
2013  Ian  
2014  Chris  
2015  Margaret  
2016  Tom & Pat  
2017  Charly & Gerda  
2018 Paul  

¶ As advised, in accordance with  
Commonwealth and State Government 
instructions, all community and association 
meetings have been cancelled. However, 
given the recent relaxation of some of 
these constraints, your committee will 
meet in June and determine when it is safe 
to resume normal monthly meetings and 
home visits.  

¶ A Facebook page has been created and 
members are publishing photos of their 
orchids and information that would  
otherwise have been communicated at 
general meetings. The Facebook page is 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/219560839402971/?fref=nf  

¶ The newsletter will continue to be  
published and your committee members 
can be contacted by e-mail.  

¶ This newsletter includes pictures of  
membersô species orchids in flower at the 
date of the May meeting. We will continue 
to publish these photos in the newsletter, 
so please send your photos to the editor 
Ken at kcjones@tpg.com.au or our web-
master Tony at waos@iinet. net .au. 
Please include the name(s) of your  
orchid(s). 
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NOTICEBOARD 

FORTH-

COMING 

EVENTS 

Home visits: 
At 10 am on the Sunday after the fourth Thursday of 
each month. Please bring chairs and food to share.  
 

Home visits cancelled until further notice. 

Victor is interested in small Angraecoid species. If you have spare plants, 
please contact Victor on 9243 1843 or e-mail vnquin@gmail.com. 
 
Nahiid is looking for plants of Phalaenopsis gigantea, Phalaenopsis pul-
chra, Phalaenopsis hieroglyphica and Phalaenopsis bellina. If you have 
any spare plants of these species, please phone  
Nahiid on 0415 818 850 or e-mail her at N.Stephens@murdoch.edu.au 
 
Harry would like to purchase the following.  
Brassavola cucculata 
Dendrobium torresae 
If you have spare plants/divisions for sale, please contact Harry on  
0412 403 696 or by e-mail to harry.ashton@live.com.au 

MARKETPLACE - FOR SALE/WANTED 
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An Introduction to the Genus Masdevallia  

Contd from May 2020 

Masdevallia colossus Luer 1978 SUBGENUS Masdevallia SECTION Coriaceae SUB-
SECTION Coriaceae [Rchb.f]Veitch 1889  can be found in Peru and Ecuador as a  
vegetatively small sized, cold growing cloud forest epiphyte at 2,000-2,500m. Stout, 
erect to suberect ramicauls are basally enveloped by 2 to 3 loose, tubular sheaths that 
carry a single, apical, erect, coriaceous, elliptical, obtuse to rounded leaf . Flowering in 
autumn and winter occurs on a slender, suberect, 4-11cm single flowered inflorescence 
arising from low on the ramicaul, with a bract near the base and a tubular floral bract. 
The fleshy, large 20-24 cm malodorous flower is held at mid-leaf. Its common name is 

the Gigantic Masdevallia, and the synonym is Byrsella colossus (Luer) Luer 2006 

 

Photo source: https://
traval-
do.blogspot.com/2019/04/
masdevallia-colossus-

care-and-culture.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo source: Chris & Tony  
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Masdevallia constricta Poepp.& Endl. 1837 SUBGENUS Masdevallia SECTION  
Masdevallia SUBSECTION Saltatrices [Rchb.f] Luer 1986 is a miniature caespitose  
epiphytic species from Ecuador and Peru where it can be found in wet montane forests 
on old trees. This species is one of those more tolerant of warm-cool conditions as it is 
found at 1,200-1,800m. Short, inconspicuous ramicauls are hidden by basal, tubular, 
overlapping bracts with a single, apical, erect, coriaceous, oblong-oblanceolate base 
leaf. Flowering in autumn-winter, the slender, suberect 8cm single flowered inflorescence 
arises from low on the ramicaul with a bract above the base and a floral bract holding the 
flower just above the leaves. A major distinguishing feature of this species is the  
constricted floral tube. 

Its common name is the Constricted  
Masdevallia referring to the elongate  
compressed sepaline tube. The synonym is 

Masdevallia urosalpinx Luer 1979  

 

 

 

Photo source: http://marniturkel.com/

mostlyspecies/f.m.constricta.3282.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo source: http://
orchidkarma.com/masdevallia-

constricta/ 

 

 

 

 

 



 6 

 

Masdevallia davisii Rchb. f. 1874 SUBGENUS Masdevallia SECTION Masdevallia SUB-
SECTION Coccineae Veitch 1889 is a miniature to small sized, cold growing terrestrial 
or lithophytic species from Peru at 2,600- 4,000m on rocky outcroppings in pockets of 
soil or on bare rock at the tree line in wet cloud forests. Very short ramicauls are  
enveloped by several, scarious, basal sheaths and carry single, apical, oblanceolate 
coriaceous leaves. Inflorescences are slightly tridenticulate at the apex and carry  
fragrant, singular flowers on an erect, slender 25 cm, successively flowering raceme in 
the late spring and summer with distant, scarious, thin, tubular bracts that hold very 
showy flowers above the leaves.   

Its common name is Davis' Masdevallia named 
for a late 1800ôs ïearly 1900's English orchid 
collector. 

Photo source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/

File:Masdevallia_davisii_(33631626546).jpg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In situ photo source: https://
travaldo.blogspot.com/2019/04/
masdevallia-davisii-care-and-

culture.html 

 

 

 

 



 7 

 

Masdevallia decumana Koniger 1982 SUBGENUS Masdevallia SECTION Masdevallia 
SUBSECTION Caudatae Veitch 1889 is another mini-miniature sized, warm to cold  
growing cloud forest epiphytic species from Peru and Ecuador found at 1,000-2,500m. Its 
blackish, slender, erect ramicauls are enveloped basally by 2 to 3 tubular sheaths carry-
ing a single, apical, erect, coriaceous, elliptical, obtuse to rounded leaf. Flowering occurs 
in winter on a slender, suberect, 5-6cm erect inflorescence arising from low on the  
ramicaul with a bract near the base, and a floral bract with a solitary flower held below or 
just at leaf height.  

Its common name is the Large 
Flowered Masdevallia 

Photo source: http://marniturkel.com/

mostly species/f.m.decum.606.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Masdevallia erinacea Rchb.f 1877 SUBGENUS Pygmaeia SECTION Pygmaeia Luer 
1986 is a miniature species from Costa Rica, Panama, Colombia and Ecuador where it 
can be found in premontane rain forests as a warm to cool growing epiphyte at 700-
1,400m. The erect stems are covered with tubular bracts and carry a single, apical  
subcoriaceous, linear-lanceolate leaf. The single, small summer flowers are borne on a 4
-7cm inflorescence with the unusual flowers held just above the leaves.   

Its common name is the Hedge-
hog Masdevallia, and synonyms 
are Diodonopsis erinacea (Rchb. 
f.) Pridgeon & M.W. Chase 2001; 
Masdevallia echinocarpa Schltr. 
1920; Masdevallia horrida 
Teusch. & Garay 1960; and 
Scaphosepalum erinaceum 
(Rchb. f.) Schltr. 1920  
Photo source: https://
www.pinterest.se/

pin/24769866676944190/ 
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Brassia  maculata 
Graham & Margaret  

Eriochilus dilatatus 
Graham & Margaret  

MEMBER PLANTS IN FLOWER   

May  2020 

Paphiopedilum insigne var sanderianum 
Graham & Margaret  

Laelia purpurata  
Howard Tan 
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MEMBER PLANTS IN FLOWER   

May  2020 

Cochleanthes amazonica 
Ken & Chris   

Maxillaria cucullata 
Ken & Chris  

Oncidium sotoanum 
Paul & Andrea Somers 

Ken & Chris Jones 

Cattleya labiata fma amesiana 
Ken & Chris  

Cattleya maxima 
Ken & Chris  
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MEMBER PLANTS IN FLOWER 

  May  2020 

Dendrobium tiongii 
Graham & Margaret Bowden 

Habenaria rhodocheila 
Peter  

Cattleya maxima 
Peter  

Stanhopea panamensis 
Chris  

Rhyncholaelia digbyana 
Tony & Mavis  
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MEMBER PLANTS IN FLOWER 

  May  2020 

Stenoglottis longifolia 
Peter  

Laelia perrinii 
Ken & Chris 

Jones 

Cattleya labiata coerulea 
Chris  

Cymbidium dayanum red 
Chris i 

Brasiliorchis schunkeana 
Ken & Chris  
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In situ photo source:  https://
www.flickriver.com/photos/

artour_a/370376672/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Masdevallia exquisita Luer & Hirtz 1993 SUBGENUS Masdevallia SECTION  
Masdevallia SUBSECTION Masdevallia is a cool growing, mini-miniature sized species 
from the wet montane forests in northern Bolivia and Peru at 1,800-2,000m. Slender, 
erect, blackish ramicauls enveloped by 2-3 loose, tubular sheaths carry a single, apical, 
erect, coriaceous, elliptical, subacute leaf. Flowering in summer occurs on slender, erect 
6 cm inflorescences that arise from low on the ramicaul with a thin bract near the base 
and a tubular floral bract that holds the solitary flower at or just below leaf height. This 
species is quite distinct with snow white sepals and bright crimson suffusion in the  
middle third to half of the flower. Its common name is the Choice Masdevallia. 

Photo source: http://
www.orchidspecies.com/

masexquisita.htm 
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Masdevallia floribunda Lindl. 1843 SUBGENUS Masdevallia SECTION Minutae Rchb.f 
Ex Woolw. 1896 is another mini-miniature to small sized, cool to hot growing, tufted,  
epiphyte from Belize, Mexico to Costa Rica and the Caribbean found at 400-1,500m in 
damp forests. Erect, slender ramicauls basally enveloped by 2-3 close, thin tubular 
sheaths carry a single, apical, oblong-lanceolate, petiolate leaf. Flowering in summer and 
autumn on a 7.5-13 cm long, slender, decumbent to erect inflorescence arising from low 
on the ramicaul carries a single flower that can often be followed by a second flower just 
above leaf height. Several colour variations exist which were in the past identified as 
separate species (including Masdevallia tuerckheimii that has been recognised as a valid 
species by Kew), however they have since been reduced to synonymy. Its common 

name is the Easy-Blooming 
Masdevallia 

Photo source: https://
www.cpukforum.com/forum/
index.php?/topic/54451-masdevallia

-floribunda/ 

 

 

Another flower colour Photo source: https://

www.flickr.com/photos/14667149@N00/5190008468 

 

 

 

 

 

In situ photo source: https://www.inaturalist.org/

taxa/273834-Masdevallia-floribunda 
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Masdevallia gilbertoi Luer & R. Escobar 1978 SUBGENUS Masdevallia SECTION 
Masdevallia SUBSECTION Masdevallia  can be found in the department of Risaralda in 
Colombia on the western cordillera in cloud forests at 1,400- 2,000m as a miniature 
sized, cool growing epiphyte on mossy trees. Sender, erect, blackish ramicauls are  
basally enveloped by 2-3 loose, tubular sheaths and carry a single, apical, erect,  
coriaceous, long-petiolate, elliptical, subacute to obtuse leaf. Flowering in summer 
through autumn occurs on a suberect, 11cm, slender, single flowered inflorescence  
arising from low on the ramicaul with a bract near the base and a thin, tubular floral bract 
holding the flowers above the leaves. This species can easily be distinguished from  
others by the long, forward pointing tail of the dorsal sepal and the long, crossed,  
reflexed tails of the lateral sepals.  

Its common name is Gilberto's  
Masdevallia named after Sr Gilberto 
Escobar, a Colombian orchid enthusiast 
of the late 1900's 

 

 

Photo source: https://www.pinterest.com.au/

pin/392235448768355486/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contd next month  
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ABOUT US 

Monthly Meetings 
Monthly meetings held on the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month at Wilson 
Community Hall, Braibrise St, Wilson 
commencing 7.45 pm. Usually, the 
short formal meeting is followed by 
plant descriptions given by members. 
Supper follows to allow member’s 
time to socialise and discuss orchids.   
All visitors are very welcome 
Membership Fees 
Family  $30 PA + 2 badges (1st year 
only) [Badges come in two versions. 
Pin fastening ($11.50) or Magnet  
fastening ($13.50) Please indicate 
your preference.]  
Single  $20.00 PA + 1 badge (1st year 
only) [Pin fastening ($11.50) or  
Magnet fastening ($13.50)]  
New members who don't live in Perth 
will not require name badges,  
therefore membership will be at the  
renewal fee only 
Monthly Home Visit 
On the weekend following the fourth 
Thursday of each month (generally on 
the Sunday morning), a home visit is 
held at a member’s home. This gives 
members an opportunity to enjoy the 
fellowship that our mutual interest 
provides, and to see how others go 
about growing their orchids. 
Monthly Plant Display 
Given that the prime objective of the 
Society is to promote the cultivation of 
species orchids, only species or  
natural hybrids are acceptable for  
display. Since we all may be  
uncertain about the identification of a 
plant from time to time, we encourage 
members to bring plants along about 
which they are unsure since someone 
may be able to identify them. There is 
no competition nor restriction on  

flower count, quality or length of  
ownership. We want members to be 
able to see species plants in flower.  
So even if your flowers are a bit past 
their best, bring them in as others 
may not have seen that species in 
flower. 
Plant Sales 
The Society provides an opportunity 
table for members to sell surplus 
plants and equipment, and for the  
Society to sell product from time to 
time.  
Plant Purchases 
The Society endeavours to obtain a 
different species seedling for sale at 
each meeting, usually costing  
between $6.00 and $15.00. The  
Society makes a small profit on these 
sales which is invested in benefits to 
members. As it is always difficult to 
get new or different species, should 
members have 20 or more plants of 
one species which they feel might be 
suitable as a monthly plant, please 
contact a Committee member.  
Raffle 
The Society conducts a raffle each 
meeting and at home visits as a 
means of generating funds. 
Management 
In accordance with the Constitution, 
the Annual General meeting is held in 
May each year at which time the  
office-bearers and committee are 
elected. The majority of Committee 
members serve two year terms. 
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If unclaimed, return to  
The Editor 
204 Park Street, Henley Brook  WA  6055 

Next meeting cancelled  


