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Ooh, la la!
The September Meeting

Throaty vowels and slushy gutturals were the order of  the evening in 
September, with the presentation of   a radio play in which Holmes, on a 
visit to France, becomes embroiled in the death of  an adventuress and is 
arrested for murder.

Needless to say, Holmes was able to rescue himself  from the clutch-
es of  the police and finger the real culprit in a dramatic courtroom scene. 
Several ladies in the audience, overcome with emotion, fainted at the de-
nouement and were revived with sal volatile (although Miss Lucy Ferrier 
requested a large brandy, which was duly administered and seemed to do 
her the world of  good). 

It is hard to pick out any one actor from the excellent cast; so in-
stead it may be better to thank Colonel Moran for his excellent work 
with ‘noises off ’ (or, as the young folk will have it, fx), and Miss Violet 
de Merville for her intriguing selection of  advertisements. Some were so 
weird that we wondered if  they were, in fact, fake; but I discovered one 

of  them on the web, which proves that it 
must be genuine, doesn’t it? 

Thanks go to Rachel Geller for hosting 
the evening. She made us all very welcome, 
and went the extra mile by finding screens 
to separate actors from audience, so pro-
viding a realistic radio-play atmosphere.

The text reads as follows: The first step to 
lightening The White Man’s Burden is through 
teaching the virtues of  cleanliness. Pear’s Soap 
is a potent factor in brightening the dark cor-
ners of  the earth as civilization advances, while 
amongst the cultured of  all nations it holds the 
highest place— it is the ideal toilet soap.
Pears doesn’t use this ad any more. Why is that?
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Er, um, ah…
The October meeting

The annual mystery afternoon took 
the form of  a hybrid Cluedo-Trivial Pur-
suit-Beat the Buzzer game, with teams 
competing to earn clues that would en-
able them to deduce who had taken what 
from where. This was followed by a bar-
beque, hosted by Margaret Johnson, who 
also performed the role of  quizmaster.

Questions were broad-ranging, with 
a tribute to the Conan Doyle ouvre in 
special challenges based on his life and writings. These  included a Re-
ichenbach Falls Challenge (a water-and-spoon race, marred by some 
cheating), and a ‘Throw What I Tell you to Throw’ challenge (a marble 
toss, marred by much cheating). Who would have thought a society de-
voted to the fictional pursuit of  truth and justice would contain so many 
whose personal ethics fall so far below those desired! 

Special guests at the afternoon were Si-
mon and Annette Carter, who told us of  their 
plans to enter the Mongol Rally, a car race 
from London to Ulan Bator to raise money 
for this often-forgotten country. The rules re-
quire them to travel in a car with a one-litre 
engine, which will be donated to the country 
at the end. The money they raise will be used 
to help some of  the many orphans. 

Donations may be made at http://mon-
golrally10.theadventurists.com/index.php?m
ode=teamwebsites&name=around-the-bend   
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Twang, swoosh, oops!
The November Croquet Day

Answers may not have been blowing in the wind but arrows certainly 
were at the annual Croquet Day. In the beautiful grounds of  Whiteman 
Park the society enjoyed a number of  games of  archery and croquet as 
well as a beautiful picnic lunch. There were shocking winds, sending ar-
rows into the bush never to be found again (or at least not by society 
members) but overall the morning was enjoyable. 

Top performance in the Archery went to The Honourable Phillip 
Green. The croquet pairs championship was jointly won by Mrs Tillibet 
Sawyer and the Earl of  Maynooth. The gentlemen and ladies looked 
magnificent in their 
Victorian dress, 
which added grace 
and ceremony to a 
very pleasant outing.
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Check your recall of this story 
with the questions below. 

1.   Watson notes another case, in which Holmes erred. What was it?
2.   What item did Holmes’ impatient visitor leave behind?
3.   How did Holmes discover his visitor’s name?
4.   What was the occupation of  Effie’s first husband?
5.   How much money did Effie ask her husband to give her?
6.   What does Mr. Munro find in the cottage that distresses him?
7.   Who does Holmes guess is in the cottage?
8.   What odd items was the person in the cottage wearing?
9.   Where does Effie keep a picture of  her late husband?
10. How long has Effie hidden Lucy’s existence from her husband?
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This is not one of  the best-regarded stories of  the canon, for the 
problem and its resolution depend neither on Holmes’ deductions, nor 
on his actions. The case involves a Mr Grant Monro, who knows that his 
wife loves him dearly; but she has asked him for a large sum of  money 
without disclosing why she wants it, has been sneaking out of  the house 
at night, and acts in a very guilty manner when confronted by her hus-
band. She has been visiting a cottage, not very surreptitiously, where Mr 
Monro has seen a very strange face at the window. He wishes to know 
what is going on. Holmes makes several deductions, all of  them incor-
rect, and the problem is solved when the two men plus Watson force 
their way into the house to discover a little black girl, who turns out to be 
the wife’s child from a previous marriage. As Monro was (presumably) 
capable of  forcing his way into the cottage alone, it is not quite clear why 
Holmes was called in. Sherlockians may remember this incident only be-
cause it is one in which the famous use of  deduction based on fact did 
not lead to a correct answer: a failure that Holmes acknowledges when 
he tells Watson to remind him of  this case if  ever he gets overconfident 
and sloppy again. One can imagine Watson having to ‘Whisper “Nor-
bury” in [his] ear’ constantly if  he is to obey.

Holmes is not the only sloppy person in this story. Doyle too can 
be charged with this crime, for he has Mr. Monro, whose name is Grant, 
addressed by his wife as ‘Jack’. This was the name of  her first husband. 
Is this an error on the master’s part, or a subtle indication that Jack is the 
wife’s true love, and all other men are measured against him?  

A question arises when this story is read after something like ‘The 
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Sussex Vampire’, in which the role of  the mother is peculiar, to say the 
least. Here, too, a mother acts in a very odd way, one that is bound to 
cause concern and to get the husband to do something. In both cases, 
the husband appeals to Holmes to solve what turns out to be a domestic 
problem. In both cases, the woman’s behaviour is bizarre, unsustainable, 
and begging to be noticed. Are these women ‘acting out’, as modern 
parlance has it? Or is there no other way for them to get help with their 
problems? For how long does Mrs Effie Monro think she can secrete her 
daughter in a small rural community and keep her hidden from the most 

casual view behind long gloves and a hideous mask? At least she is not 
physically endangering her child by her action, as does the mother in ‘The 
Sussex Vampire’; but her child is unlikely to develop a positive attitude 
about her colour if  she must be hidden away and denied and lied about. 
It is fortunate for both women (and for little Lucy) that their husbands 
are men of  action who find a way to solve the problems their wives face 
in short time; and there is something particularly endearing about the 
response of  Mr Monro: ‘He lifted the little child, kissed her, and then, 
still carrying her, he held his other hand out to his wife…’ A more clear 
statement of  love and acceptance would be hard to find. However, these 
stories suggest that Doyle is following a standard portrayal of  mother-
hood in which the instinct to protect is powerful, but reason flies out the 
window. Naturally, in such cases, men are left to sort matters out, as the 
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women are too overwrought to do it.  
(And, as we saw in ‘A Scandal in Bohe-
mia’ earlier this year, they do it without 
regard to that little basic human right: 
the sanctity of  the home. Women’s 
houses are apparently available for en-
try whenever Holmes deems it neces-
sary.)

Rosemary Michaud suggests that 
this case is such a non-case that it de-

serves a better ending, and invites Sherlockians to indulge their wildest 
fantasies to create a more satisfying conclusion.1 The satisfaction (or lack 
of  it) comes from the part Holmes plays in the story; but Dennis Law-
rence’s examination of  the illustrations by Paget indicate that Holmes 
is very active in bringing about a satisfying conclusion, in opposition to 
the claims of  Watson that this case is a failure. He bases his argument 
on the positioning of  Watson as a secondary character in two of  the il-
lustrations, and the smile of  delight on Holmes’ face when the family is 
united.2

Read the tale again, gentle reader, and decide for yourself.

Endnotes
1 Michaud, Rosemary, ‘The View Halloa’. http://www.sherlockian.net/canon/halloa/yell.html. 

Accessed 09-12-8.
2 Lawrence, Dennis. http://www.arthes.com/holmes/yell/index.html. Accessed 13-12-108.
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nations and races— the less Western, the less noble. So, for instance, the 
Swedes, a European nation, were described as ‘learned’, Russians as ‘half-
civilised’, and Sikhs as having not ‘a ray of  intelligence’.1 Such classifica-
tions upheld notions of  European superiority while justifying the need 

In 1851, England showed off  its imperial wonders to the rest of  
the world in the Great Exhibition at the Crystal Palace. While one of  
the purposes of  the Exhibition was to showcase the technology of  the 
day, another function was to present peoples and cultures from around 
the world. These cultural displays provided, like much of  the rest of  the 
Exhibition, an opportunity to vaunt Englishness at the expense of  other

This is a Punch cartoon indicating something of  the racial sensitivity of  the time:
LONDON DINING ROOMS, 1851
Waiter (to Chinaman). “VERY NICE BIRDS’-NEST SOUP, SIR!. - YES, SIR! - RAT PIE, 
SIR, JUST UP - YES, SIR! - AND A NICE LITTLE DOG TO FOLLER - YES, SIR!”
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of  England to take up the white man’s burden and bring governance and 
civilisation to the lesser breeds of  tropic climes and feckless societies.

The schizophrenic admiration of  cultural artefacts coupled with the 
denigration of  the people who produced them had its basis in the drive 
for empire: the English had a duty to look after those whose labour pro-
vided much of  the wealth that poured into Victorian England. It also 
needed to justify the sometimes harsh measures taken against people 

Another Punch cartoon, showing the heavy-
jawed Irishman. The quotation is taken 
from Mary Shelley’s work:  ‘The baneful 
and blood-stained Monster... yet was it not 
my Master to the very extent that I was its 
Creature?... Had I not breathed into it my 
own spirit?’ 

who were not always wholly in favour of  the patronage extended to them 
by the Empire. In addition, there were issues of  religion and class that 
complicated the Victorian attitude to those of  different races; and there 
were various scientific and pseudo-scientific theories, such as those of  
phrenology, which identified racial difference in skull shapes such as 
prognathous jawlines as sites of  real differences between race (the Eng-
lish chin being the measure of  superiority in this instance, as opposed 
to the Irish doorstopper), or of  polygenism, which argued that there 
were several discrete races of  humans, with the Aryan supreme and the 
Irish Celt somewhere about the ape level. Charles Kingsley wrote to his 
wife after visiting Ireland, “I am haunted by the human chimpanzees 
I saw…. to see white chimpanzees is dreadful; if  they were black, one 
would not feel it so much”.2 If  the Irish seem to be getting a hammering 
in the Punch illustrations, it is perhaps because the Irish were seen as a 
far greater threat to English culture than were Africans, who by and large 
did not migrate to England in large numbers. 
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Punch again. The Irish were even considered 
by some to be the ‘missing link’. The caption 
reads, 

And here is a portrait of  the Author, Mr G. 
O’Rilla, the Young Ireland Party, exulting over 
the Insult to the British Flag. Shouldn’t he be 
Extinguished at once? 

And in case you 
might think that we 
wouldn’t do such a 
thing today, have a 
look at this T-shirt 
picture. How times 
haven’t changed!

The number of  people of  coloured race in England was still fairly 
small: although African students had been studying law, theology and 
medicine in England since the eighteenth century, and Indian students 
began arriving in the nineteenth, they were so few in small number that 
they were objects of  curiosity rather than of  fear.3 In comparison, the 
Irish flocked to England after the potato famine. In addition to looking 
not quite English, they practised a religion that was also not quite English 
(Romanism being recognisably Christian when compared with African 
faiths such as Islam or more southern African dogmas). As well, the Irish 
were, by force of  political and social circumstances, labourers, particu-
larly when they arrived in England; these distinctions of  appearance, re-
ligion, and class combined to create the Victorian discourse of  racial dif-
ference. When the Irish were not being touted as the ‘missing link’, they 
were often described as children instead: emotional. playful, sentimental; 
not reasonable and pragmatic, like their English counterparts. Children, 
of  course, need protection and guidance from a stern but loving hand: 
that of  the English patriarch.4

If  the Irish gave particular problems to the English, the Americans 
were beset by problems of  race centred on ex-slaves; colour was a visible 
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sign of  racial difference. Otherwise the stereotypes were not very differ-
ent: Negros were either dangerous, sub-human, ugly, and stupid; or they 
were frolicking, happy, high-spirited, and childlike. The dangers of  mis-
cegenation were considered enormous: this was a time when half-castes 
were thought to embody the worst of  both races; they were untrust-
worthy, because one did not know to whom their allegiance belonged; 
and they also embodied the unpalatable fact that race was not a fixed and 
unchangeable condition— for if  it were, interbreeding would be impos-
sible.  Degrees of  racial intermixing were noted by the ‘yellow’ colour 
of  the skin: the Yellow Rose of  Texas was a half- or quarter-caste. It is 
perhaps not coincidence that the face Mr Monro saw in the Holmes story 
was yellow, given the child’s parentage.5  

The happy-go-lucky black-face comic char-
acter was the epitome of  the fecklessness of  

‘lesser breeds’. 

Attitudes began to change for the worse in the 1850s—that is, after 
the Great Exhibition. Some of  these atitudes entered England with sol-
diers and others who had served in the colonies.6 Others were imported 
from the United States, in the literary presentation of  American blacks. 
The very popular blackface song-and-dance man became a staple of  Eng-
lish theatre, and was derived almost entirely from the American depiction 
of  blacks as parodic characters who could not speak English properly be-
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cause of  their ‘thick lips’7 and who were not to be taken seriously: more 
Topsy than Uncle Tom. Given this distinction, as well as recognition of  
the degree of  discrimination practised against blacks in the United States, 
Doyle presents ‘The Yellow Face’ against a background where blacks 
might not be feared or hated, but were certainly not treated as equals, 
either. But his audience was not purely British, for ‘The Yellow Face’ was 
published in Harper’s Weekly, a political magazine based in New York, in 
the same month that it appeared in The Strand. Doyle no doubt had in 
mind this readership, too, in his rather weak story in which didactic intent 
seems to override the basic demands of  plot construction. Lucy, the little 
girl, is a Topsy figure, ‘with all her white teeth flashing in amusement at 
our amazed faces. I burst out laughing…’. Henry Cunningham argues 
that the presentation of  an amusing child is made palatable by her ste-
reotypical behaviour; and because she is a better solution than any of  the 
alternative scenarios Holmes and Munro envision. A child of  mixed race, 
Holmes and Watson (and Doyle) seem to be saying, is not as dreadful as 
adultery or blackmail or bigamy or leprosy or...8 The story, therefore, can 
be placed within the wider context of  an ongoing and powerful public 
debate about race on both sides of  the Atlantic.

For Doyle to have written a story in which racial prejudice figures so 
strongly indicates the force of  discrimination at the time. It indicates, in 
a sympathetic manner, the power that such attitudes have over innocent 
people. This makes the story interesting because it seems to promote an 
attitude that surely was ahead of  its time, and looks to a future in which 
race, and presumably class and religion, would not be the factors to de-
termine the social worth of  an individual. However, Doyle’s failure to 
rise above the standard stereotypes of  his time, from the muddle-headed 
behaviour of  the mother and the dominating, rational behaviour of  the 
men, to the funny little black girl whose very appearance makes people 
laugh out loud or clutch their throats in horror, means that the story does 
not really add anything to the debate except to suggest that there are 
worse things in the world than a black skin. It does not engage with the 
issue in any way that might bring about change. However, it is a straw in 
the wind of  change that is still blowing today. 
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Endnotes
1  Cited in Thompson, Andrew. The Empire Strikes Back?  The Impact of  Imperialism on Britain from 
the Mid-nineteenth Century. Pearson: 2005, p. 85.
2  Curtis, L.P. Anglo-Saxons and Celts: A Study of  Anti-Irish Prejudice in Victorian England, 1968, 84; 
quoted by Anthony S. Wohl on http://victorian.lang.nagoya-u.ac.jp/victorianweb/history/race/
rc5.html. Accessed 21-12-08.

3 Andrew Thompson does describe a racial riot that occurred in May 1907, the fiftieth anniver-
sary of  the Indian Mutiny. Indian students, who saw the event from a different perspective than 
their English neighbours, appeared on the streets wearing badges honouring the martyrs of  the 
‘War of  Independence’. Scuffling broke out, and Government responded in what has become a 
depressingly recognisable manner: entry restrictions, financial guarantors, interception of  mail, 
and surveillance by Scotland Yard were among various measures passed. The number of  Indians 
in England at the time was about eight hundred. .

4 It should be noted that the racial attitudes being described here were those of  the middle and 
upper classes. The trades unions did not discriminate against colour on traditional grounds—for 
they had none. Their traditional enemy was the boss, not the fellow-worker; the introduction of  
colonial workers was greeted with indifference except when jobs were at stake; and even then 
the language of  complaint was ambivalent. White gold miners in Africa, for instance, objected to 
the importation of  Chinese labourers partly because they were competing for the same jobs, but 
also because the Chinese were to be paid less: the white men described them as ‘slaves’, showing 
identity with the oppressed (Thompson, p. 64).

5 Rosemary Michaud notes that the Strand version described the face at the window as ‘dead 
yellow’; this was changed in the Doubleday edition to ‘livid, chalky white’. It is not clear which 
version appeared in Harper’s Weekly. ‘The View Halloa’, http://www.sherlockian.net/canon/
halloa/yell.html. Accessed 09-12-08.

6 Thompson, 191.
7  Young, Harvey. Review of  Racism 
on the Victorian Stage by Hazel Waters. 
Theatre Journal 60: 3, October 2008. 

8 Cunningham, Henry .‘Sherlock 
Holmes and the Case of  Race’. 
Journal of  Popular Culture, Fall 1994, 
28:2, pp. 113-125. He also argues 
that Doyle’s apparently racist pres-
entation of  a music-hall stereotype 
in ‘The Three Gables’ is an attempt 
at humour. Readers might care to 
read the story and see if  they find 
Holmes’ comments amusing. 
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How can I make my skin lighter and clearer? 
Miss J__, Leicestershire

A lady’s face is her fortune, as we all know, but success depends 
upon finding the right treatment. For instance, our light-skinned, 
freckled sisters from the north find little benefit in preparations 

made from dandelion or lemon juice but brunettes find them useful. Try 
some of  these:

1. Soak almonds overnight, peel, and make into a paste with equal parts of  honey.
2. Mix 1 tbsp bleaching powder with ½ tbsp hydrogen peroxide and a little ammonia.
3. Grind dried orange peel and mix to a paste with milk.
4. Mix 2 tbsp cucumber juice, ½ tsp glycerine, ½ tsp rose water, 1 tbsp lemon or dan-
delion juice.
Apply twice daily for 10-15 minutes and rinse off  in rain water.

Home remedies may be supplemented by patent mixtures, obtainable 
from your local apothecary. Many of  these contain arsenic or mercury, 
both of  which have been found to be particularly useful in clarification 
of  the skin. Arsenic wafers, which are eaten, are found by many to lend 
a translucence which is most attractive. However, a word of  warning: an 
ancient tradition of  my family holds that a many-times great grandmother 
was maid to a noble Italian woman, L—— B—— (the result of  an odd 
series of  events that shall not be detailed here). A tragedy occurred when 
the lady’s arsenic wafers were served to guests by a cook whose reading 
skills were sadly less than his culinary ability. The lady’s reputation was 
severely damaged by this distressing occurrence; and I warn all my gentle 
readers to keep their wafers well secured from servants and children. 
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The shaded squares beginning in 1 and 23 hold a question; the answer is found in 
8. As an extra check, two four-letter words form clockwise circles, beginning in the 
squares marked with stars. Answers include three proper nouns and an alternative 
spelling. 

ACROSS

1.    Last of  widow— bury in season. (6)
5.    Messy slime engulfs proper breakfast. (6)
9.    Truck bounces around east for an Aussie meal. (6)
10.  Christmas season— notice conditioner? (6)
11.  Aluminium goddess can eat away at you. (6)
12.  States lose the first of  rivers but keep property. (6)
13.  Chop into cubes— more than one die. (4)
15.  Bread (Dad eats it). (4) 
16.  Nothing more wearying than sex IOU, writhing … (9)
21.  …sufficient to start embolism right away. (4)
22.  Sounds like an attack on an Aussie. Ready! (4)
23.  See instructions.
25.  Discordant note sound. (4)
26.  A time in my early days. (4)
27.  Scar me badly?  I’ll yell! (6)
31.  Me, heavy breather? Listen, I’m a prophet. (6)
32.  A reverse snob? Moi? More like a little tree. (6)
33.  Soldier with crumpled logo gets paid to dance with girls. (6)
34.  Steal a child taking forty winks. (6)
35.  Last letter sucked in by crazy enemy for protein. (6)

 
DOWN

1.   See instructions.
2.   Sinless tenderfoot. (6)
3.   Neat exploding mountain. (4)
4.   Runts are disembowelled, leaving deep grooves. (4)
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5.    Sounds like appropriate food. (4)
6.    Slur tangled in web addresses.
7.    Latins confuse leader. (6)
8.    See instructions.
14.  Fie! We clumsily hold an unknown factor for an erstwhile spouse. (6, hy-

phenated)
15.  Edgar Allan: attempt verses. (6)
17.  Eagle’s nest catches the breeze, we hear....(4)
18.  ...Find one in fun items.  (4)
19.  Short second-year student (4; abbreviation)
20.  Sylvester eats a third of  a bird, starting at the rear. How cute! (4)
23.  Persevere and find a nurse here. (6)
24.  Indeed, pig pen seems to be swelling. (6)
27.  Long tale of  sagacity— well, half, anyway. (4)
28.  Carbon with up-to-date poker counter. (4)
29.  Hear Seth’s brother is competent. (4)
30.  Bovine utterance with nitrogen helps said bovine clear this satellite. (4)

STARS

(a) Vacillate? Play spinning game while you do.
(b) Secure animal
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Part 8 of a serialised saga

With the departure of  Doyle from our shores the seed of  discussion 
was planted. If  Doyle had intended to have the subject of  Spiritualism 
compared from both sides of  the opinion he certainly accomplished that. 
It appears that he also raised some ire by his outspoken feelings for more 
liberal divorce laws. The following advertisements and articles continue 
the debate in Sir Arthur’s absence. 

The West Australian
Monday, February 14, 1921
Page 6, Column 4

News and Notes
Spiritualism.— A public meeting will be held in Trinity Church on 

Wednesday, at 8 p.m., at which Sir Conan Doyle’s presentation of  spiritu-
alism will be dealt with. The speakers will be the Revs. G. A. Williamson 
Legge, J. R. Blanchard, B.A., and D. Picton Jones.

The Daily News
Thursday, February 15, 1921
Page 4, Column 6
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Public Opinion

We do not hold ourselves responsible for the views expressed by 
correspondents.

Correspondents in future must write with ink, or sent typewritten 
manuscript. Letters to the Editor written in pencil will not be published.

Spiritualism
(To the Editor)
Sir– The subject of  spiritualism is causing much interest in this city, 

and the recent visit of  Sir Conan Doyle to Perth has no doubt quickened 
the already impressed minds of  the practiced phenomena in our midst. 
Referring to a late prosecution, Sir Conan hints “that many do not know 
of  such things, and are therefore not competent to judge.” In such a 
statement I grant there may be some reason, but there is also great need 
of  control of  the practices of  so-called psychics, who are extremely cun-
ning with their powers, lending themselves rather to deceive the unwary. 
The cunning “go-betweens” do invariable harm to the weak, hungering 
soul who swallows, ipso facto, all and everything a medium suggests or 
relates. I was very much struck recently, during the course of  a lecture. 
The lecturer claimed to detail the law of  reincarnation as applied to man, 
a subject involving much difficulty for the ordinary person to grasp. He 
rather went out of  bounds in some points, I think, especially when he 
said that a woman who married the wrong man could obtain a divorce, 
and reincarnate her soul to a new environment— that such a law was 
of  necessity. He dared not quote such rubbish to a body of  men, or 
anticipate that a sensitive man could digest such twaddle. His remarks 
contained quite a lot of  self-praise, intended, of  course, to make himself  
appear as a wonderful man, in order that he might reap a good harvest by 
getting the sympathy of  the fair sex. Now, sir, as one who has been for 
years a firm believer in the possibility of  establishing an accurate com-
munication between the inhabitants of  this and other worlds, I do not 
think personally, that the object can be possibly achieved while and when 
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the gifts we are endowed with are used abusively. Of  betraying the con-
fidence of  conscientious seekers of  divine truth, and at the same time 
aiming at £. s. d.— Yours etc,

VISITING PSYCHIC
----------

The leaders of  local churches joined together for a concerted rebut-
tal to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s remarks and inserted announcements in 
several issues of  the local papers.

The West Australian
Wednesday, February 16, 1921
Page 2, Column 4

Meetings
TRINITY CHURCH
————
PUBLIC MEETING
————
WEDNESDAY, 16TH. 8 P.M.
————
“Sir Conan Doyle: Spiritualism and Christianity.”
Speakers, Revs. G. A. W. Legge, J. R. Blanchard, B.A., D. Picton 

Jones

The West Australian
Wednesday, February 16, 1921
Page 6, Column 5

News and Notes
Spiritualism.— A public meeting will be held to-night in Trinity 
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Church, St. George’s Terrace, commencing at 8 o’clock, in connection 
with the recent visit of  Sir A. Conan Doyle and his spiritualistic pro-
paganda. The Rev. G. A. Williamson Legge will preside and speak, the 
Rev. D. Picton Jones will give an address on “Spiritism or Spiritualism— 
Which?” and the Rev. J. R. Blanchard, B.A., will speak on “Sir Conan’s 
Recent Revelation and the Church’s Faith”.

The West Australian
Thursday, February 17, 1921
Page 7, Column 4

Spiritualism
The Church Viewpoint

Reply to Sir Athur Conan Doyle

 “The three of  us were present at Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s lecture 
in His Majesty’s Theatre last Friday, and, having heard him, we felt that it 
was in a sense incumbent on us to put, as far as we were able, the other 
side,” said the Rev. G. A. Williamson Legge, when addressing, as chair-
man, a well-attended public meeting in Trinity Church last night. With 
him were the Revs. D. Picton Jones and J. R. Blanchard, B.A. The three 
ministers combined in making an emphatic affirmation of  the gulf  be-
tween Christianity and spiritualism— or spiritism— as propounded by 
the famous author and lecturer.

We all felt,” said the chairman, “that Sir Conan Doyle was a pictur-
esque figure, and that he merited the respect due to his name and fame. 
We were impressed with his bluff  honest, obvious sincerity, and palpable 
anxiety to render a kind of  consolatory ministry to bring real comfort 
to hearts that were sore. But, as honest men, we have to say that there 
are ways and ways of  carrying on this ministry of  consolation, and that 
if  some other gospel be preached that conflicts with the faith once for 
all delivered unto the saints, and that, in any degree whatever under-
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mines the supreme authority and power of  Jesus Christ, we must wash 
our hands of  it and denounce it and attack it.” Mr. Legge proceeded to 
charge Sir Conan Doyle with lack of  candour in claiming that every sci-
entist of  weight, who had investigated the problem of  spiritualism not 
only admitted the actuality of  the phenomena, but accepted the spiri-
tualistic interpretation of  those phenomena as enunciated by Sir Oliver 
Lodge and himself. While every scientist of  weight who investigated the 
matter admitted the existence of  certain phenomena, there was consid-
erable diversity of  opinion as to their interpretation. Sir Conan Doyle 
was also guilty of  moral trifling, and his judgements were marked by a 
frivolity unworthy of  the man, the occasion and the subject. He spoke 
of  sin as being misconceived by theologians as a mountain when it was 
a molehill. He flung an ugly gibe at what he called the rottenest kind of  
selfishness— the saving of  one’s own soul. All that showed that he had 
no real sense of  the ethical character of  salvation.

The Rev. D. Picton Jones declined to describe Sir Conan Doyle as 
an expositor of  spiritualism. He was an advocate of  spiritism. The two 
things were vastly different. Spiritism had to do with table rapping, auto-
matic writing, spirit materialisation, and crystal gazing. Spiritualism had 
to do with “God the Infinite Spirit with Jesus Christ Who is His Son and 
with the Holy Spirit.” Spiritism was some form of  crude science which 
was psychic, but spiritualism was the pure religion of  Jesus Christ as 
revealed in the Gospel. “My own experience, both theoretical and practi-
cal,” proceeded the speaker, “has taught me three things. First, it would 
be folly on my part to tell you that there is absolutely nothing in spiritism 
as a science. Second, spiritism is Christless, Godless and soulless. Third, 
spiritism is undoubtedly the most dangerous food that you could ever 
place in the hearts of  the masses. I did not practice spiritism for nearly 
three years without knowing something of  the terrible effects it has on 
mind and body. Did I not see some of  my own fellow students in col-
lege going to wrack and ruin through it? One young who promised to be 
one of  the leading lights of  the Welsh pulpit became a physical wreck, 
entered a private asylum, and is now dead. Unless a person possesses 
a tremendous will power and a nerve of  steel he is bound to end up a 
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physical wreck, ending in mental derangement and spiritual death.” Mr 
Jones then examined the fundamentals of  spiritism. Its creed declared, 
inter alia, that God was impersonal, that Jesus Christ was nothing but a 
medium of  very high order, that evil did not exist, that man’s path, good 
or bad, was the path of  divine ordination, that there was no atoning value 
in the death of  Christ, that Christ was a Jewish enthusiast Who came to 
an untimely death, that hell did not exist and that there was no devil, no 
resurrection and no judgment. If  people were going to accept spiritism 
as their religion they must bid farewell to Christianity forever since the 
difference between spiritism and Christianity was as vast as the difference 
between the devil and Christ.

The Rev. J. E. Blanchard insisted that the possibility of  fraud in any 
evidence advanced in support of  spiritism was so great that the average 
man had to think twice before accepting it. When he heard that Sir Co-
nan Doyle admitted that many mediums were frauds and classed them as 
black (absolute frauds), grey (semi-frauds), and white (absolutely genu-
ine), then he had to pause and wonder whether in any way Sir Conan 
Doyle himself  had been deceived in collecting his evidence. Sir Conan 
Doyle had exalted the work of  one particular medium, a woman. But 
there was a gentleman in that audience that night who had it, in indis-
putable black and white, that that woman had been convicted twice of  
fraud. He was not a bishop, nor a son of  a bishop, but an ordinary man in 
whose mind such things engendered a feeling of  suspicion. He was will-
ing to say, however, that even if  99 per cent. of  the mediums were proved 
to be fraudulent and only 1 per cent. of  the mediums were proved genu-
ine, he would have to very seriously to consider that 1 per cent. The 1 
per cent. would prove the case in spite of  a million who were frauds. So 
the existence of  fraud did not lead him to reject spiritism, but to be very 
cautious. It was for higher reasons that he rejected spiritism and the mes-
sage of  Sir Conan Doyle. Some might say, “How can you judge, since you 
have had absolutely no experience of  spiritism apart from table tilting, 
and you have been to no séances?” But Sir Conan Doyle had invaded the 
sphere of  New Testament scholarship and research. It was because of  
the investigation which he (the speaker) had been able to make in that 
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sphere that he rejected Sir Conan Doyle’s message and interpretation of  
the spiritism phenomena. The phenomena were there. That was admit-
ted. It was Sir Conan Doyle’s interpretation which was denied. In the re-
ligion set forth in Sir Conan’s “new revelation” it was asserted that Christ 
was the supreme medium, His disciples were His psychic circle, and the 
early Church was saturated with “spiritism”. For the purpose of  discus-
sion the speaker granted that to Sir Conan Doyle. He then proceeded to 
examine the teaching of  Christ as set forth in the Gospel of  Mark— a 
gospel the authenticity of  which was now admitted by the most search-
ing critics whose verdict Sir Conan Doyle must accept. In that Gospel 
the forgiveness of  sins was taught and redemption by Christ’s death but 
those things were being contradicted by the spirits with whom Sir Conan 
Doyle said he was in communication to-day. The spiritism of  the twen-
tieth century contradicted the alleged spiritism of  the first century. He 
(the speaker) was forced to the conclusion that either Sir Conan Doyle’s 
communications were not true, because they were contradicting what the 
very fountain head of  spiritualism had taught, or that Sir Conan’s com-
munications were the reflection of  his own sub-conscious mind.

“Sir Conan Doyle,” concluded the speaker, “may have caused a great 
tide of  enthusiasm to rise because of  his most unique personality, but 
that tide is going to be spent, and men will be seeking to discover the 
inexhaustible riches of  the New Testament when the ‘new revelation’ 
has become a dim memory of  the past and a curio of  speculation in the 
history of  thought.”

----------

That was certainly not the end of  the controversy.

Next issue:  Spirit World – Answer to Conan Doyle – City Cler-
gymen Express Views.
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Which is it Today - Morphine or Cocaine?
by The Earl of Maynooth

 Very few “men in the street” can tell you that 221b has 17 steps 
from the street entry to the door of  Sherlock Holmes and his sometime 
roommate Dr John H Watson.  Nor do most lay persons know that Hol-
mes was a witness at the wedding of  Irene Adler.  Indeed, there would be 
few who know about Mrs Norton (nee Adler) at all.  Although there may 
be some who are aware that there is a group of  street urchins dubbed 

the Baker Street Irregulars, only those with 
an intimate knowledge of  the best and the 
wisest man whom I have ever known, can 
name Wiggins as their leader.  However, 
it seems whenever I find a person with a 
passing interest in the world’s first consult-
ing detective, they comment on his use of  
drugs.  (This is where dramatic music would 
be inserted were this a radio play.) 

 We find Holmes contemplating the properties of  cocaine in the 
opening chapter of  The Sign of  Four:

Sherlock Holmes took his bottle from the corner of  the mantelpiece and his 
hypodermic syringe from its neat morocco case.  With his long, white, nervous 
fingers he adjusted the delicate needle, and rolled back his left shirt-cuff.  For 
some little time his eyes rested thoughtfully upon the sinewy forearm and wrist 
all dotted and scarred with innumerable puncture-marks.  Finally he thrust the 
sharp point home, pressed down the tiny piston, and sank back into the velvet-
lined arm-chair with a long sigh of  satisfaction. 

Three times a day for many months I had witnessed this performance, but 
custom had not reconciled my mind to it.  On the contrary, from day to day I 
had become more irritable at the sight, and my conscience swelled nightly within 
me at the thought that I had lacked the courage to protest.  Again and again I 
had registered a vow that I should deliver my soul upon the subject, but there 
was that in the cool, nonchalant air of  my companion which made him the last 
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man with whom one would care to take anything approaching to a liberty.  His 
great powers, his masterly manner, and the experience which I had had of  his 
many extraordinary qualities, all made me diffident and backward in crossing 
him.  

Yet upon that afternoon, whether it was the Beaune which I had taken with 
my lunch, or the additional exasperation produced by the extreme deliberation 
of  his manner, I suddenly felt that I could hold out no longer. 

“Which is it to-day?” I asked,— “morphine or cocaine?” 
He raised his eyes languidly from the old black-letter volume which he had 

opened.  “It is cocaine,” he said,— “a seven-per-cent solution.  Would you care 
to try it?” 

“No, indeed,” I answered, brusquely.  “My constitution has not got over the 
Afghan campaign yet.  I cannot afford to throw any extra strain upon it.” 

He smiled at my vehemence.  “Perhaps you are right, Watson,” he said.  “I 
suppose that its influence is physically a bad one.  I find it, however, so transcen-
dently stimulating and clarifying to the mind that its secondary action is a matter 
of  small moment.” 

“But consider!” I said, earnestly.  “Count the cost!  Your brain may, as you 
say, be roused and excited, but it is a pathological and morbid process, which 
involves increased tissue-change and may at last leave a permanent weakness.  
You know, too, what a black reaction comes upon you.  Surely the game is hardly 
worth the candle.  Why should you, for a mere passing pleasure, risk the loss of  
those great powers with which you have been endowed?  Remember that I speak 
not only as one comrade to another, but as a medical man to one for whose 
constitution he is to some extent answerable.” 

He did not seem offended.  On the contrary, he put his finger- tips together 
and leaned his elbows on the arms of  his chair, like one who has a relish for 
conversation. 

“My mind,” he said, “rebels at stagnation. Give me problems, give me work, 
give me the most abstruse cryptogram or the most intricate analysis, and I am in 
my own proper atmosphere.  I can dispense then with artificial stimulants.  But 
I abhor the dull routine of  existence.  I crave for mental exaltation.  That is why 
I have chosen my own particular profession,— or rather created it, for I am the 
only one in the world.” 

In these more enlightened times, when it is acceptable to imbibe 
alcohol, when rambunctious youths are made more manageable with
Ritalin and when it is acceptable behaviour to inject the poison Botox 
(the toxin that causes botulism) to remove wrinkles, it is somehow ap-
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palling that a respectable Victorian would vigorously partake in such an 
evil drug as cocaine.  It should however be made clear that the drug 
laws and social norms were considerably different in Victorian times.  
There were few laws controlling the dispensing of  pharmaceuticals. The 
various Pharmacy Acts of  the 1800s were primarily to protect chemists 
who had been registered and examined by the voluntary society titled the 
Pharmaceutical Society of  Great Britain.  This did not stop others from dis-
pensing products but was rather more like a guild or union of  members.  
The 1868 act made it illegal for unregistered persons to sell poisons that 
were listed in the Act but registered chemists could still sell them quite 
freely.

It wasn’t until the Poisons 
and Pharmacy Act of  1908 that 
a start was made to limiting 
the dispensing of  drugs.  This 
made it slightly more difficult 
for those wishing to obtain 
these drugs for non-pharma-

ceutical uses.  Pharmacists could sell the likes of  arsenic, belladonna, 
cyanide, strychnine, opium, and morphine among others but:

none of  these may be sold to any person who is unknown to the seller, unless 
introduced by a person known to the seller, and not until after an entry is made 
in a book kept for the purpose, stating, in the prescribed form, the date of  sale, 
name and address of  purchaser, the name and quantity of  the article sold, and 
the purpose for which it is stated by the purchaser to be required. The signature 
of  the purchaser and introducer (if  any) must be affixed to the entry.

Of  course Victorians would never have taken advantage of  this by using 
a false name to purchase their particular poisons.

Other products were required to be “distinctly labelled with the name 
of  the article, and the word poison, with the name and address of  the seller.” 

   These included such products as antimonial wine, carbolic acid, prepa-
rations of  coca, chloral hydrate, chloroform and preparations of  pop-
pies, to name but a few. Pharmacists had to keep records and truthfully 
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label their products but 
“almost any amount of  
any drug could be added 
to a patent remedy, pro-
vided the content was 
listed on the label.”

Thus it was quite nat-
ural for the new mother 
to give Stickney and Poor’s 
Pure Paregoric with 46% 

alcohol and over a grain of  opium to her five-day-old baby.  Mind you 
only five drops for the first five days!

Dr Watson may have quite happily prescribed the use of  a National 
Vaporizer for his asthmatic patients. This used its very own preparation 
of  45% alcohol with 3 grains of  opium per fluid ounce 
which at 50 cents a bottle (in Kalamazoo, Michigan) 
seems reasonable in the extreme.

You’ll note that the label has all the information re-
quired by the Pharmacy Act; but with the verbiage “For 
Asthma and toher spasmodic affections” one may well 
wonder if  the printer might have been a severe asthmat-
ic.  

Mind you that is opium and of  course there were 
sources for this drug other than the pharmacist. The in-
famous opium dens, always found in the worst areas of  
the cities, catered to the needs of  users with products 
provided by the celestial hordes directly from the Sub-Continent. Which 
leads us to Upper Swandam Lane and the Bar of  Gold opium den which 
appears in the case Dr Watson titled The Man with the Twisted Lip.  You will 
recall that the good doctor, while attempting to trace the errant husband 
of  a friend of  Mrs Watson, stumbles upon the great detective in the dis-
guise of  a very thin, very wrinkled, old opium smoker.  Upon leaving the 
establishment Holmes comments,

traditional opium pipe and glass device for 
holding flame and ball of  opium



The Western Flyer Volume 19 Number 3 Spring 2009  29

“I suppose, Watson...that you imagine that I have added opium-smoking 
to cocaine injections, and all the other little weaknesses on which you have fa-
voured me with your medical views.” 

But with the exception of  passive opium smoke there is no reference to 
Holmes using opium in its baser form.  

Of  course, that didn’t stop the film Sherlock Holmes and the Case of  the 
Silk Stocking1 from opening with Sherlock Holmes in a foggy opium den 
smoking a long pipe which is being serviced by a stereotypical oriental 
attendant.

Morphine may have been used by Holmes and the quote from The 
Sign of  Four, at the beginning of  this discussion, seems to indicate its 
possibility but morphine is not mentioned again in the cases.  Dr Wat-
son may not have seen the label of  that bottle containing the drug but 
one would hope that he could discern the effects as they would differ 
between the two drugs and he would have named both drugs in future 
comments; but as morphine was not mentioned again I believe it safe to 
deduce that Holmes was not a morphine user.

Nevertheless, the mothers 
of  both gentlemen, when they 
were but young tykes, may have 
given them Mrs Winslow’s Sooth-
ing Syrup which contained one 
grain of  morphine per fluid 
ounce. This was used as an aid 
to quiet restless infants and I 
suppose that some mothers 
could benefit from its effects 

after a long hard day.  I find the advertisement rather touching with the 
mother entertaining the baby by waving the opium bottle above and the 
child desperately reaching for said bottle.  

So much for what Holmes didn’t use; we know from a number of  
sources that he did use cocaine.  I must point out that some movies tend 

1 (video recording) 2004, Tiger Aspect Productions, London with Rupert Everett in the 
role of  Sherlock Holmes.
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to present a problem to the great man which immediately sees him tie a 
band around his arm, grab “the needle” and inject cocaine with a view 
to solving the puzzle at hand.  Take, for example, the 2002 effort of  The 
Hound of  the Baskervilles, commonly called the BBC Hound2.  Immediately 
on the departure of  Dr Mortimer, Holmes rolls up his sleeve and pre-
pares the accoutrements for injection.  He then falls into a drug-induced 
period of  contemplation. This is a glaring error by unknowing script 
writers! Holmes ONLY used cocaine when there were no crimes to solve 
in an effort to battle ennui, as noted in The Sign of  Four:

“How, then, did you deduce the telegram?” 
“Why, of  course I knew that you had not written a letter, since I sat op-

posite to you all morning.  I see also in your open desk there that you have a 
sheet of  stamps and a thick bundle of  post-cards.  What could you go into the 
post-office for, then, but to send a wire?  Eliminate all other factors, and the one 
which remains must be the truth.” 

“In this case it certainly is so,” I replied, after a little thought. “The thing, 
however, is, as you say, of  the simplest. Would you think me impertinent if  I 
were to put your theories to a more severe test?” 

“On the contrary,” he answered, “it would prevent me from taking a second 
dose of  cocaine. I should be delighted to look into any problem which you 
might submit to me.”

Later in that same case Watson apologises for misreading Holmes’ 
motives and Holmes replies in regard to his cocaine use.  Watson begins 
this exchange:

“It is as clear as daylight,” I answered. “I regret the injustice which I did you.  
I should have had more faith in your marvellous faculty. May I ask whether you 
have any professional inquiry on foot at present?” 

“None. Hence the cocaine. I cannot live without brain-work. What else is 
there to live for?   

In the case of  “The Yellow Face” we find Watson defending Hol-
mes’ vices or lack thereof:

2  (video recording) 2002, Tiger Aspect Productions, London with Richard Rox-
burgh in the role of  Sherlock Holmes.
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Save for the occasional use of  cocaine, he had no vices, and he only turned to 
the drug as a protest against the monotony of  existence when cases were scanty 
and the papers uninteresting. 

Thus all evidence shows the great detec-
tive only using cocaine in times of  bore-
dom. However, he may have found Cocaine 
Toothache Drops useful when Matthews 
knocked out his left canine in the waiting-
room at Charing Cross.3 This product was 
alleged to remove pain; and rumours have 

it that the patient was generally in a happier frame of  mind for some time 
after its administration.

A Scandal in Bohemia has Dr Watson informing us that

Holmes, who loathed every form of  society with his whole Bohemian soul, 
remained in our lodgings in Baker Street, buried among his old books, and alter-
nating from week to week between cocaine and ambition, the drowsiness of  the 
drug, and the fierce energy of  his own keen nature.

Holmes may not have been the only cocaine user in that case as Irene 
Adler, “The Woman”, may well have used cocaine throat lozenges which 
were “indispensable for singers, teachers, and orators.”

Purely medicinal issues were not the only reason to shop for co-
caine products. Coca wine was a very popular recreational drink used for 
“fatigue of  mind or body”, as noted in Metcalf ’s Coca Wine.  One would 
think that the drinker would be expecting something that would alleviate 
fatigue rather than be “for fatigue”, but nonetheless it appeared to be a 
popular item.

By this point you may be thinking that use 
of  such products could be true of  the lower 
classes, but that surely the upper classes and 
nobility would shy away from use of  such de-
spicable products.  However it appears that 

3  The Adventure of  the Empty House - ACD
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endorsements came from many quarters, including celebrities, physi-
cians, scientists and even His Holiness Pope Leo XII.  The Pope was an 
advocate and endorser of  the coca drink Mariani Wine.  It is believed that 
he carried a bottle with him all the time.

There were many other coca wines. Bullard & Shedd’s coca wine pro-
fessed to be a cure for sea sickness and also a cure for the “opium or 
alcohol habit”. One could trade the opium habit for the cocaine habit, an 
obvious advantage.

Maltine with Coca wine included malt extract, alcohol and cocaine for 
their combined medicinal properties.

As you can see, the Victorians were very comfortable with the use 
of  cocaine and other pharmaceuticals which are very strictly controlled 
in our own modern, enlightened age.

Among Holmes’ qualities the most quoted list was made by his com-
panion Dr Watson in “The Five Orange Pips”:

Philosophy, astronomy, and politics were 
marked at zero, I remember. Botany variable, 
geology profound as regards the mud-stains 
from any region within fifty miles of  town, 
chemistry eccentric, anatomy unsystem-
atic, sensational literature and crime records 
unique, violin-player, boxer, swordsman, 
lawyer, and self-poisoner by cocaine and to-
bacco. Those, I think, were the main points 
of  my analysis.

This brings me to the end of  this discussion and a request that read-

This box of  lozenges is from a Belgian 
pharmacy (c. 1900). Local pharmacies often 
bought their drugs in bulk and packaged them 
for consumer under their own labels.
 

[courtesy  University at Buffalo, Dept of  
Pschology, Addiction Research Unit] 
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ers look softly on the use of  cocaine by the great detective, for we have 
the benefit of  hindsight and a very controlling government who tells us 
what is not good for us and uses the laws of  the land to ensure that we 
are punished if  we use these products frivolously.

So for us there remain alcohol, Botox and caffeine and, as Holmes 
noted in The Sign of  Four:

“For me...there still remains the cocaine-bottle.” And he stretched his long white 
hand up for it.  

References
Sir A. Conan Doyle, 1905, The Complete Sherlock Holmes, Doubleday & Co, Inc, New York

Sir A. Conan Doyle, edited with notes by Leslie S. Klinger, 2006, The New Annotated Sherlock Hol-
mes, 2006, WW Norton & Co, Inc New York. Referenced in footnotes as TNASH.

Steven B. Karch, M.D., 2006, A Brief  History of  Cocaine, Taylor & Francis Group, London

“Pharmacy”, nd, Classic Encyclopedia (Based on the 11th edition of  the Encyclopaedia Britannica pub. 
1911). http://www.1911encyclopedia.org/Pharmacy [Accessed Aug 2009]

The photos of  vintage preparations in this article are making the e-mail rounds but wishing to 
ensure a source was credited I found them at 
the following:

Dept of  Psychology Addiction Research 
Unit, 1999-2001 ‘Pre-Prohibition’ University 
at Buffalo New York. http://wings.buffalo.
edu/aru/preprohibition.htm [Accessed Aug 
2009]

Stephen Harding, Lee Ann Olivier, and Oli-
vera Jokic, 2000, ‘Victorians’ Secret, Victorian 
Substance Abuse’.  http://drugs.uta.edu/
drugs.html [Accessed Aug 2009]

The Internet Movie Database for all movie 
references. www.imdb.com [Acessed Aug 
2009]

This illustration of  an opium den 
appeared on the cover of  Le Petit 
Journal, July 5, 1903.



 34   The Journal of  the Sherlock Holmes Society of  Western Australia  

 I believe that any discussion about the Adair family or the May-
nooth fiefdom, in relation to the canon, must begin with The Honour-
able Ronald Adair.

 Ronald Adair was the second son of  the Earl and, as such, was 
not entitled to the lion’s share of  the inheritance, so had to make his own 
way in the world. He was referred to as “The Honourable”, so it appears 
that he had not disgraced the family reputation.  Given that he belonged 
to several well-established clubs, and was living in London, rather than 
with his parents in Australia, he must have been making his way in the 
world quite well. If  427 Park Lane was his residence, he must have been 
doing doing very well indeed.  It is never clearly stated if  the Park Lane 
residence is the family home or the home of  the son, but as Mr. Adair 
appears to be comfortably locking himself  in the sitting-room, it appears 
that the house does belong to him.  That the Honourable Mr. Adair is 
well liked and well respected is evident in the great concern and effort 
he was going to, to preserve his good name.  This high moral stance 
tragically led to his untimely demise, as you all know, from a bullet issued 
from the infamous air gun of  the evil Colonel Sabastian Moran.

 Ronald Adair was obviously a good son as he kindly had his 
mother and sister staying with him at the Park Lane residence.

 Lady Maynooth is much loved by her family.  Her son, Ronald, 
brought her into his home for the duration of  her operation and recu-
peration.  Her daughter, Hilda, was devoted to her.  Lady Maynooth is a 
society lady in her early forties with numerous lines about her eyes.  

This description is reached by the facts:
* That Ronald is obviously an adult and allowed in gentlemen’s clubs; 

ergo, he is at least 21 years of  age.  
*As Ronald is the second son, it is a small leap to infer that the first 
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son must be at least a year older.  If  Lady Maynooth was 18 years old at 
the birth of  her first son, and the first son is at least 22, Lady Maynooth 
must be in her early forties.

*The lines about her eyes are evidenced by the fact that she is in Lon-
don for a cataract operation and so must have had trouble seeing.  This, 
and the harsh sunlight of  Australia, would have caused her to squint, 
causing wrinkling around her eyes.  As a cataract operation is not usually 
done at the first indication of  the problem but rather after the problem 
has been evidenced for some time, she would have suffered from the dif-
ficulty for quite some time prior to the ocean voyage.

The Maynooths are not above 
travelling in the open carriages 
of  local trains, despite their 

superior breeding.

*Miss Hilda Adair is obviously a caring daughter as she was willing 
to travel across a third of  the world to keep her mother company in her 
time of  need.  Granted, the lure of  the lights of  London would be great 
when compared to life in a colony in the land down under.  Nonetheless, 
it was an arduous trip, comprising all the hazards and inconveniences of  
a journey by ship.  Contrary to some popular rumours, started by the evil 
Col. Moran, Hilda is not, nor has she ever been, a hunchback.  

The Earl of  Maynooth is the governor of  an Australian colony.   The 
Canon provides no clear indication as to which colony The Earl governs1 
but surely, for a man of  such great refinement and discrimination, the 
Swan River Colony would have been a prime option.  Using the same 
deductive methods as those applied to Lady Maynooth, we can deduce 

1 In 1894 there were two Earls in Australia, one governing South Australia and one 
Victoria. The South Australian Governor was the Earl of  Kintore, Algernon Hawkins 
Thogond Keith-Falconer.  The Victorian Governor was the Earl of  Hopetoun, John 
Adrian Louis Hope.
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that the Earl must be at least in his forties.  He is of  high social stature to 
be placed in charge of  one of  the Empires colonies.

That the Earl is a good family man is demonstrated by his sending 
Lady Maynooth back to London to get the best possible care in the cor-
rection of  her cataracts.  We can see that he also sent his daughter along 
to give her mother moral support.  

After discussions with the Hon. Phillip Green (Mr. Roderick Allen) I 
may have done an injustice to my good wife in regard to her alias.  I have 
christened her Lady Maynooth, as noted in the Canon, but I believe the 
correct title would be Lady Adair the Countess of  Maynooth.2  One can 

2 “British conventions in regard to titles of  honour are sometimes puzzling to 
the American reader,” writes Christopher Morley in Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson: A 
Textbook of  Friendship:

The etiquette of  the subject is too complex for a brief  note, but a few points 
can be mentioned. Young Ronald Adair has the courtesy prefix The Honourable 
because he is the child of  a ‘peer’ (viz., a nobleman; there are five degrees of  
nobility: duke, marquis, earl, viscount, baron). Similarly his sister Hilda would 
be known as The Honourable Hilda Adair. The prefix Honourable is also given 
by courtesy to judges of  the higher courts and some government officials, as is 
also done, though more casually, in the U.S. This attribution of  honour is not 
acquired by marriage: if  Ronald had married Miss Woodley they would have 
been announced by the butler as The Honourable Ronald Adair and Mrs. Adair. 
The most frequent error made by those unfamiliar with these traditional labels 
is to use the title of  honour as a substitute for Mister. When Dr. Doyle was 
knighted and became Sir Arthur Conan Doyle it would be wrong to refer to him 
as ‘Sir Doyle,’ just as you would never call Sir Walter Scott ‘Sir Scott.’ Sir Walter 

Miss Hilda Adair’s daring off-the 
back archery costume gives the lie 
to rumours of  a hunchback.



The Western Flyer Volume 19 Number 3 Spring 2009  37

only be grateful that she fared better than McGuinness Magee, JP. 
Ronald Adair is described as the second son of  the Earl of  May-

nooth.  This is the only suggestion in the canon that there is another 
sibling, and the first son is never alluded to again.  In the notes of  ACD 
(who presumably received them from Dr. Watson), an original manu-
script shows “The Honourable Robert Adair”; but this was later changed 
to Ronald.  This could be a slip of  the pen mistaking the names of  sib-
lings, as often happens; but there is no proof  to support this.

As the second son, apparently, does not appear in London during 
the time of  the crime and subsequent investigation, it must be assumed 
that he was not in the British Isles at the time.  Indeed, he may well have 
been in Australia with his father the Earl, assisting with the running of  
the colony and the properties that the family held.  He could just as easily 
been in the military or mining diamonds in South Africa; but he is cer-
tainly in parts unknown.  If  you do hear any news about him please let 
me know, as his mother is frantic. 

Scott, Bart., means Sir Walter Scott, Baronet; the Baronet’s title is hereditary and 
passes to his son. The order of  simple knighthood, as in the case of  Doyle, is 
personal and not hereditary. In these innocent old formalities are many enter-
taining distinctions. For instance the formal address for the Earl of  Maynooth 
would be Right Honourable the Earl of  Maynooth. His wife would be The 
Countess of  Maynooth, but referred to informally as Lady Maynooth. Perhaps 
it was the complexity of  all this that discouraged plain Miss Edith Woodley. (p. 
283-84, fn. 2)

from the mystery af-
ternoon
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Sherlock Holmes & Kolchak: 
The Night Stalker

A graphic novel reviewed byThe Earl of Maynooth

For those of  you who may not know the “other” protagonist of  the 
above title, Carl Kolchak, the Night Stalker, was a character in an Ameri-
can TV series in the early 1970s. Darren McGavin played the title role. 
Kolchak, a reporter by trade, investigated supernatural or sci-fi murders. 
The series arose from an unpublished novel, The Kolchak Papers, written 
by Jeffery Grant Rice.

Moonstone publishers (http://moonstonebooks.com) have a series 
starring Kolchak and another starring Holmes and are now presenting 
a combination of  Sherlock Holmes and The Night Stalker. I can’t com-
ment on either of  those series as I have only seen the splashes on the 
website.

Sherlock Holmes & Kolchak: The Night Stalker is a three-part series with 
parts one and two available at major comic (graphic novel) outlets. The 
story begins in the American west in the 1890, jumps to Kolchak’s office 
in the present and then via a very ancient manuscript takes the reader to 
Victorian England. All these changes are interwoven well enough to car-
ry the general story, but there are a number of  frames where the reader 
is left wondering about something that must have happened in a missing 
preceding frame. It was also a bit confusing when Holmes appeared with 
a moustache, until I realised that it was part of  a disguise. Until then I 
thought a new character had appeared in the story. There are a number 
of  spelling errors and a word missing at one point, and while they don’t 
affect the story they are nonetheless a distraction. One of  the main char-
acter’s names is misspelled in one frame with the initial K replaced by 
an N. The artwork is adequate, although in the second episode there are 
two pages which have the same artwork but different dialogue. That is 
another point off  in the production field. 
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The story line is by Joe Gentile, artwork by Andy Bennett and Carlos 
Magno.

So far the story is fair and I do look forward to finding out how 
they wrap up the story in the final episode; however, I must say that if  
Holmes did not feature in this I would not have purchased this series. As 
it is, there is one more episode and I will get it to have the full series in 
the Maynooth library; but after two episodes it is difficult to recommend 
the series.

Another in the emerging 
genre of  adult cartoon 
novels: the trade-off  be-
tween expense and qual-
ity may work against it.

from the radio play: readers 
prepare
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Answer to last puzzle:  40,076 Kilometres

1.  ‘The Musgrave Ritual’
2.  His pipe.
3.  It was written on the hat lining.
4.  Lawyer.
5.  £100.00.
6.  A recent photograph of  his wife.
7.  Effie’s first husband, Mr. Jack He-

bron.
8.  A mask and long white gloves.
9. In a silver locket around her neck.
10. Three years.

Answers to ‘The Yellow Face’ quiz


