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Annotated Bird List for the Argyle Diamond Mine
This is an annotated list of the bird species that have been sighted in the vicinity of the Argyle Diamond mine (S16( 43( 04” E128( 24( 02”) in the East Kimberley of Western Australia.  It is principally a list of the species that I saw while working at Argyle from the end of 1988 to early 2001.  It also includes the species recorded in the initial environmental review and management program (ERMP) surveys carried out in 1983, plus reliable sightings reported by other people including the June 2000 environmental surveys, and the annual Rio Tinto Birdwatch events from 2001 to 2006.
I only had limited opportunities to observe birds in the area because I had little time off while at site.  My observations were mostly restricted to a few minutes early in the morning at the village; or as a passenger on the bus from the village to the mine site or the airport; or when I walked home after work during the period of daylight saving in the 1991/92 wet season; or when I accompanied people to learn more about the operation of the mine and what they did.  In addition, as time off in lieu, I arranged for trips to the lake (7 visits), and monthly surveys for a period of the pond and area between the mine and Limestone Camp.  I have participated in three of the Rio Tinto Birdwatch events at Argyle in late July 2004, mid June 2005 and early June 2006.  I have not used an organised scientific approach to the areas visited.  This list is therefore unlikely to be complete, and the abundance and seasonal variation of many species could be inaccurate.

This listing and an associated check list were inspired by similar lists of the Broome area produced at the Birds Australia Broome Bird Observatory by Gail Hooper and Brice Wells while they were Wardens.

In the centre of the first line for each species, I have included the number of observations in the dry season and the wet season for the 115 species recorded during the 1983 ERMP surveys.  216 species have now been recorded.  The 75 species that have been recorded breeding have been marked with a ( next to the common name.

I have included comments where my observations appear to be at variance with Birds of the Kimberley Division, Western Australia, G.M. Storr, Western Australian Museum, Special Publication No 11, 1980.  That publication unfortunately can only be used as a guide rather than a definitive work, because it was severely handicapped at the time by a lack of available information or knowledge (e.g. the international importance of Roebuck Bay at Broome for migratory shorebirds was recognised shortly after).  This listing and that of the Broome Bird Observatory will assist in the event that the above publication is revised and reprinted.

The common and scientific names used and the taxonomic order are from The Taxonomy and Species of Birds of Australia and its Territories, Christidis & Boles, RAOU Monograph 2, 1994.

Last revised in July 2006.

Dromaius novaehollandiae
1/0
( Emu

Very scarce.  There were eight other sightings later in the environmental surveys including two occasions with three chicks.  Two reported near the pump station close to Lake Argyle in mid 1992.  One seen at ATD5 in July 2004.  One reported near ATD5 in May and June 2005.

Coturnix ypsilophora
1/1
( Brown Quail

Moderately common in a variety of grass habitats including spinifex.  Almost always found in groups (up to eight).  Up to four outside my village room for about a week in December 1992 feeding on bird seed put out for the Peaceful Doves and Double-barred Finches.  Four separate pairs flushed between the village and the sewage ponds in December 1995 suggesting breeding but no nests found.  Five including two small juveniles seen beside the road near the village in October 2000.

Anseranas semipalmata
not recorded
( Magpie Goose

Common to plentiful at Lake Argyle with several hundred in October 1993, 2000+ in January 1995 and reported breeding in flooded grass in October 1997.  Present on the mine lease in the wet season in small numbers (60 at ATD5 in November 2000).  Less common at other times of the year.

Dendrocygna eytoni
2/0
Plumed Whistling-Duck

Less common than Wandering Whistling-Duck.  Up to 50 on the Alluvial tailings dams.  Two on the pond between the mine and Limestone Camp in October 1993.  About ten at the Limestone sewage ponds in late December 1999.  Seven at the Wandarrie sewage ponds in April 2000 and December 2000, and ten in January 2001.  Eight reported at the ATD5 dam in November 2000.  Two near the old Limestone Camp in March 2001.

Dendrocygna arcuata
not recorded
( Wandering Whistling-Duck

Moderately common in the wet season on the Alluvial tailings dams with up to ten seen.  Common near the lake, with two in March 1993, 100+ in October 1993, 20 in January 1995, and several hundred in October 1995.  Appears to be moderately common near Limestone Camp in the wet season.  Three groups of up to eight large ducklings on the ponds between the mine and Limestone Camp in April 1993.  About 40 at the Limestone sewage ponds in January 1994.  Two at the sewage ponds in January 1994 and one in December 1995.  One on Gap Dam in June 1995.  About 20 including 12 large ducklings on the old Limestone sewage ponds in March 1997.  Two on the Wandarrie sewage ponds in December 1997, 13 in January 1998, eight in January 1999, six plus 8 ducklings in April 1999, five in February 2000, seven in December 2000, eight in January 2001 and four in March 2001.  One on the tailings reclaim pond in December 1998.  One at the village sewage ponds in February 1999.  Two on the tailings dam in August 1999.  At least 40 at the Limestone sewage ponds in late December 1999, ten plus four very small ducklings in February 2000, about 20 in April 2000, ten in September 2000, 20 in March 2001 and 40 in April 2001.  About six at Gap Dam in November 2000.  About 50 at Jacko’s Dam in January 2001.

Cygnus atratus
not recorded
( Black Swan

Up to 18 on the AK1 tailings dam with 14 in December 1998, and 18 reported in February 1999.  One on the Alluvials ATD4 dam in May 1996 and April 1997.  Reported on the Alluvials ATD4 dam and with six cygnets on the AK1 tailings dam in February 1997.  One adult and two cygnets on the Alluvials ATD4 dam in August 1997. Two adults and one cygnet on the Alluvials ATD4 dam in September 1997, two adults in December 1997 and one in January 2001.  One on the Alluvials reclaim dam in December 1997.  About 200 reported on the new Alluvials ATD5 dam in May 1999, two reported in November 2000, two seen in December 2000 and two seen in March 2001.  Reported spasmodically in the past including breeding.

Tadorna radjah
not recorded
( Radjah Shelduck

Common near the lake with up to 20.  Two at a pool on Smoke Creek in April 1992 and October 1995.  One on the village sewage ponds in March 1994 and September 1999.  One on the Wandarrie sewage ponds in February 1998.  Reported near Limestone Camp.  Two adults and three juveniles near the pumping station in August 2000.  Two at the Alluvials ATD5 dam in September 2000.  Two on a pool near Smoke Creek in November 2000.  This species is restricted in WA to the north east Kimberley.

Nettapus pulchellus
not recorded
Green Pygmy-Goose

Only recorded on one of the ponds between the mine and Limestone Camp.  The first sighting was of three in January 1993, two in April 1993, nine in May 1993, peaking with at least 35 in June 1993, before falling to 20 in August 1993, then to zero in late December 1993 when the vegetation covered the whole surface, and at most two until June 1994 when there were about 40, falling again to four in September 1994.  Two at the Wandarrie sewage ponds in late December 1999.  19 reported on the Alluvials reclaim dam in the June 2000 environmental surveys, 17 seen in July 2000, 25 in August 2000, 20+ in September 2000 and four in December 2000.  Two seen on Alluvials ATD3 dam in August 2000 and five in October 2000.  13 seen on Gap Dam in July 2000, at least 31 in September 2000, 25+ in October 2000 and 40+ in November 2000.  Four seen on the Alluvials ATD5 dam in December 2000.  I have seen no evidence of breeding, but it is very likely.

Anas superciliosa
1/7
( Pacific Black Duck

Common to very common.  Up to 50 near the lake.  
Up to 30 on the Alluvials tailings dams including five large ducklings in April 1997.  Up to 20 at the village sewage ponds and the tailings dam.  Up to ten on the tailings dams.  Up to five on the ponds between the mine and Limestone Camp.  Occasionally one or two on the village oval in the wet season or when the sprinklers have caused very wet areas.  Two in the creek near the village turnoff in January 1993.  Reported with ducklings at the Wandarrie sewage ponds in December 1997.  100+ at the Limestone sewage ponds in late December 1999.

Anas gracilis
not recorded
( Grey Teal

Very common to plentiful at most places with water, with a maximum of about 200 at the village sewage ponds in January 1992, November 1997, January 1998, August 1998 and September 1999, the tailings dam in August 1999, and the Alluvials ATD5 dam in December 1999.  Five ducklings on Limestone sewage ponds in October 1993.  Two ducklings at the Wandarrie sewage ponds in April 1999, six ducklings in February 2000, and four half grown in April 2000.  One flushed from bank at Wandarrie sewage ponds gave injured display in June 2000 but no nest found.  Storr records it as mainly a non‑breeding visitor; uncommon to moderately common in north eastern flatlands.

Anas querquedula
not recorded
Garganey

One reported on a pond between the mine and Limestone Camp in December 1993.  One on the village sewage ponds in January 1995.  One reported at the Alluvials ATD5 dam in early December 2000.  This is a rare migrant to Australia not recorded by Storr in the Kimberley, although a few sightings are reported each wet season from Broome and near Wyndham.

Malacorhynchus membranaceus
not recorded
Pink-eared Duck

Common to plentiful at the village sewage ponds from late 1991, with highs of about 200 in December 1992 and at least 150 in October 1994, but absent after the heavy rains in late January 1993 and very few in January 1997.  About ten on the old Alluvial ATD3 dam in May 1992, and 20 in January 1993.  About five on one pond between the mine and Limestone Camp in September 1992, and ten on the other pond in January 1993.  Two on the Wandarrie sewage ponds in January 1998, 20 in January 1999 and about ten in late December 1999.  About 40 on the tailings dam in December 1999.  Storr records it as casual in the north east; mainly in small parties (up to 25).

Aythya australis
not recorded
( Hardhead

Common on smaller ponds with deeper permanent water such as the sewage ponds and tailings dams but not on Gap Dam.  The highest count was 150 at the Alluvials ATD5 dam in December 2000.  The highest count at the village sewage ponds is about 40 in March 1992, February 1998 and August 2000.  However, sometimes they are absent from all sites such as in March to September 1993 and January 1997.  About 20 seen on the Alluvials Reclaim Pond including 3 half grown young in June 2005.

Tachybaptus novaehollandiae
not recorded
( Australasian Grebe

Common to plentiful on ponds with sufficient water.  Fluctuating numbers at the village sewage ponds with at least 50 on several occasions, including several immatures in October 1993, a low of only one in March 1994 and February 1999 and none in January 1997, a chick on the back of an adult in April 1994, and a high of nearly 100 in September 1995, June 1996, November 1997, August 1998 and September 1999.  Up to four possibly breeding (old nest resembling that of this species) on the plant recovery ponds.  Up to ten at the Alluvials ATD3 dam, including two chicks in April 1993.  At least 20 at times on the ponds between the mine and Limestone Camp, falling to only one or two since December 1993 as the surface vegetation spread, until rising again to about 20 including juveniles in September 1994.  Up to 50 on the Limestone sewage ponds.  At least 30 at times on the tailings dam.  One adult with four chicks on a temporary pond below Gap Dam in January 1997.  One adult with three young and another with seven young on the old Limestone sewage ponds in March 1997.  One young and several immatures at the Wandarrie sewage ponds in April 1999, three young in September 1999, two juveniles in February 2000 and two chicks in September 2000.  Nesting on a pool near Limestone camp and two at the Limestone sewage ponds in late December 1999, two and three small young in February 2000, and about 6 and two small young in April 2000.  One nesting near the Alluvials ATD3 dam in April 2001.  Two nesting at the old Limestone sewage ponds in April 2001.

Poliocephalus poliocephalus
not recorded
Hoary-headed Grebe

Uncommon.  One at the village sewage ponds in December 1991.  Two in January 1992.  One in February 1992.  One in April 1992.  One in January 1993.  Three in February 1998.  About 20 reported on the Alluvials ATD5 dam in the June 2000 environmental surveys but maybe doubtful.  Storr records it as perhaps a rare winter visitor to the south of the division.
Anhinga melanogaster
not recorded
( Darter

Common near the barge pump on Flying Fox Creek and the former barge on the Ord River with at least ten in April 1992 and October 1995.  Up to four fairly common on the Alluvials tailings dams and reclaim dam.  One or two spasmodically on the ponds between the mine and Limestone Camp and on the tailings dam.  Twice along Smoke Creek in April 1992.  Common on Gap Dam with at least seven on Gap Dam in August 1997 including one on a nest with two nestlings.  At least twelve on the Alluvials ATD5 dam in December 1999 and 20 in September 2000.

Phalacrocorax melanoleucos
not recorded
Little Pied Cormorant

One or two common, with up to ten in the vicinity of the tailings dams and the ponds between the mine and Limestone Camp.  Up to five common near the #1 and #2 barges.  One very occasionally on Gap Creek near Limestone Camp.  About 15 on Gap Dam in June 1995 and August 1997.  Up to five on the Alluvials ATD3 dam.  At least 40 on the Alluvials ATD5 dam in December 1999.  About 20 on the Limestone Creek retention dam in January 2001.

Phalacrocorax varius
not recorded
( Pied Cormorant

Abundant on the open waters of Lake Argyle with 100+ seen on a boat trip in January 1995 including several near the former barge on the Ord River.  There is a breeding colony on the dead flooded trees along the former Ord River channel.  Scarce elsewhere.  One on the tailings dam in September 1993.  Two near the barge pump on Flying Fox Creek.  Five on Gap Dam in August 1997.  Three on the Alluvials ATD5 dam in September 2000, at least four in October 2000, four in December 2000 and six in March 2001.

Phalacrocorax sulcirostris
not recorded
Little Black Cormorant

Spasmodic but generally uncommon.  Up to 20 on the tailings dams and Gap Dam.  Up to five on the ponds between the mine and Limestone Camp.  One near Limestone Camp.  One near the barge on Flying Fox Creek.  One at Smoke Creek.  Up to 20 on the Alluvials tailings dams.  About 20 on Gap Dam in August 1997.  One along Flying Fox Creek in August 2000.

Phalacrocorax carbo
not recorded
Great Cormorant

Scarce.  One on the village sewage ponds in February 1998.

Pelecanus conspicillatus
0/1
Australian Pelican

Common on the Ord River at the south end of Lake Argyle with five in October 1990, one in April 1992, five in October 1993, and 100+ on a boat trip in January 1995.  Three on the Alluvials ATD3 dam in May 1992, five in December 1997, and one in August 2000.  Eight on the pond between the mine and Limestone Camp in June 1994.  Up to 18 (in November 1997 and 15 in June 1995) fairly common on Gap Dam or the tailings dams.  One reported to land on D Road (the approach to the pit) and stay for about 10 minutes in August 1999.  At least ten on the Alluvials ATD5 dam in December 1999, six in December 2000, two in January 2001, twelve in February 2001 and ten in March 2001.

Egretta novaehollandiae
4/2
White-faced Heron

Uncommon.  Up to three near the tailings dams.  Up to three at the sewage ponds.  Up to two near Limestone Camp.  Twice on the mine recovery ponds.  One at the pump station near the lake.  Up to three at the lake.  One at the Limestone sewage ponds.  Two at Gap Dam.  A juvenile flying near the water barge in April 1997, and one in August 2000.  One near the Limestone turnoff in December 1999.  Two at the Limestone sewage ponds in late December 1999 and February 2000, and one nearby in April 2000.

Egretta garzetta
not recorded
Little Egret

Uncommon.  
One occasionally on the AK1 tailings dam.  One near Limestone Camp in April 1992.  One on the pond between the mine and Limestone Camp in September 1992, and December 1994.  One on the Alluvials ATD3 dam in March 1993.  Three along the Ord River in January 1995.  One near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in October 1995.  One on the plant recovery pond in October 1995 and two in January 1996.  Two on the Alluvials ATD5 dam in December 1999 and five in September 2000.  One at the tailings reclaim pond in December 1999.  Three at the Limestone sewage ponds in late December 1999 and two in December 2000.  Two on Gap Dam in July 2000.  One on the Alluvials reclaim dam in September 2000.  One at Snake Pit Crossing in November 2000.

Ardea pacifica
4/3
White-necked Heron

Occasional.  One seen from Alluvial mining area soaring high in the direction of the village in March 1992.  One immature at a pool on Smoke Creek in April 1992.  One perched in a tree near Limestone Camp in April 1992.  One near the tailings dams in June 1992.  One in a pool near the road to the pump station in March 1993.  Two adults and an immature on the pond between the mine and Limestone Camp in May 1993, one adult in October 1993, one adult in May 1994, and one flying in September 1994.  One on the mine recovery pond in July 1993 and September 2000.  One near Limestone Camp in January 1994.  One flying over the tailings dam in June 1994.  Three on Gap Dam in June 1995 and one in August 1995.  One near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in October 1995.  One on the plant recovery pond in October 1995.  One at the Wandarrie sewage ponds in April 1999, and one in April 2000.  One on top of a power pole near the tailings dam in May 1999.  One near Limestone camp in late December 1999.  One reported along Limestone Creek and one along Stone Creek in the June 2000 environmental surveys.  One at the Limestone sewage ponds in March 2001.

Ardea picata
not recorded
Pied Heron

Moderately common near the barge on Flying Fox Creek with two in April 1992, three in October 1993, reported in December 1993, ten in January 1995, five in October 1995, and six in August 2000.  Scarce elsewhere.  Three at the sewage ponds in February 1992.  One on the mine recovery pond in July 1993.  One reported along Smoke Creek near Alluvials in July 1999.  One on the tailings dam in February 2000.  One at Gam Dam in November 2000.

Ardea alba
not recorded
Great Egret

Very common near Lake Argyle with a high of 30 in October 1993.  Fairly common on many dams and ponds.  One on the village moat on several days in December 1995, January 1996, November and December 1997 and November 2000.  Three on the village oval in December 1997.  One walking on the path outside the Production building in February 1998, and again for several days in December 1998.  20+ seen on the Alluvials ATD5 dam in December 2000.  Storr records it as very common at Lake Argyle in flocks of up to 200.

Ardea intermedia
not recorded
Intermediate Egret

One or two common near the barge on Flying Fox Creek with about 20 in October 1995 and the former barge on the Ord River with about 30 in April 1992 and January 1995.  Individuals spasmodically on the ponds between the mine and Limestone Camp, the mine recovery pond, the new tailings dam, the swamp near the LIA including a pair, and Gap Creek.  Three near Limestone Camp in January 1992.  One on the village moat most days in October and November 1994 and 1997.  One on the plant recovery pond in October 1995.  One at Alluvials in August 1997.  One at the village sewage ponds in December 1997.  At least ten at the Limestone sewage ponds in late December 1999 and one in September 2000.  One at the Alluvials reclaim pond in July 2000, August 2000 and September 2000.  One on Gap Dam in September 2000.  One at the environmental site near Wandarrie in November 2000.  One at Gap Dam in November 2000.  Storr records it as uncommon in the north east; scarce elsewhere.

Ardea ibis
not recorded
Cattle Egret

Moderately common near Lake Argyle.  
About 20 amongst cattle near the former barge on the Ord River in October 1990.  A few near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in April 1992, in breeding plumage in October 1993 and October 1995, and five in August 2000.  Reported at Alluvials water reclaim dam in the June 2000 environmental surveys and three reported in December 2000.  Six at the small dam at Alluvials ATD5 dam in October 2000.  Storr records its status in the Kimberley as uncertain.

Nycticorax caledonicus
1/0
Nankeen Night Heron

Generally uncommon, although moderately common for a while on the ponds between the mine and Limestone Creek, with ten (mostly immature) in February 1992.  Individuals since in April 1992 and October 1993.  One each roosting on the barge on Flying Fox Creek and the former barge on the Ord River in April 1992.  One on upper Smoke Creek in April 1992, and reported in May 1994.  An immature foraging on the ground outside Production during the day in July 1992.  Two immatures near Limestone Camp in May 1993.  Several at the Flying Fox Creek spring in October 1994.  Two on Smoke Creek in October 1995.  One near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in October 1995.  One reported walking near buildings at tailings in August 1996.  Two at the village sewage ponds in January 1998, one in November 1998, and one in December 1998.  One near the Limestone sewage ponds in late December 1999 and three adults in December 2000.  One immature reported along Limestone Creek and another along Smoke Creek in the June 2000 environmental surveys.  One immature at Gap Dam in July 2000, two adults in September 2000, two adults and an immature in October 2000 and four in November 2000.  One reported along Smoke Creek in early December 2000.  

Ixobrychus minutus
not recorded
Little Bittern

One in the typha on the Alluvials reclaim dam in October 2000.  Seven calls heard at the Alluvials ATD3 dam in December 2000.
Ixobrychus flavicollis
not recorded
Black Bittern

One reported at Snake Pit Crossing of Limestone Creek during the June 2000 environmental survey.  One at Gap Dam in September and October 2000, and March 2001.  One at Snake Pit Crossing in June 2006.
Plegadis falcinellus
not recorded
Glossy Ibis

Appears to be moderately common in the wet season and uncommon in the dry season, but this may be due to the few surveys of suitable habitat such as the main tailings dam and the lake.  One flying over the village in December 1990.  Five flying at the village turnoff in December 1991.  Two more ditto.  One at the sewage ponds in December 1991 and November 1998.  Three near Limestone Camp and four flying past village turnoff in February 1992.  20 at the tailings dams in February 1992.  Two near the village weather station in February 1992.  One flying past the village in March 1992.  Ten at the barge on Flying Fox Creek and two at the former barge on the Ord River in April 1992, one in October 1993, and about 50 in January 1995.  Two on the mine recovery pond in July 1993.  One on the pond between the mine and Limestone Camp in January 1994.  One reported at the sewage ponds in November 1994.  At least 30 near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in October 1995.  Two on the plant recovery pond in October 1995.  Two near the Wandarrie turnoff in January 1996.  One beside the road near Telecom Hill in December 1997.  One flew over the village in March 1998.  17 at the Limestone sewage ponds in late December 1999.  One on the ATD5 dam in September 2000 and three reported in December 2000.  One on the ATD3 dam in October 2000.

Threskiornis molucca
not recorded
Australian White Ibis

Probably moderately common to common near the barge on Flying Fox Creek with ten in October 1990, 30 in March 1993 and two in August 2000.  About 20 along the Ord River in January 1995.  Uncommon on the mine lease.  One flying over Training.  One near the tailings dam in March 1992.  One at a pool on Smoke Creek in April 1992.  One flying past the village in December 1992.  One flying over Alluvials in January 1993.  One near the ponds between the mine and Limestone.  One near Limestone Camp in August 1993.  One at the sewage ponds in December 1995.  One at Gap Dam in October and November 2000 and January 2001.  Reported at the ATD5 dam in November 2000, and one seen in December 2000.

Threskiornis spinicollis
2/0
Straw-necked Ibis

Appears to be uncommon but the habitat near the lake suggests that it should be more common there.  About five near the #1 barge in October 1990.  Ten beside the road to the lake in April 1992.  Uncommon on the mine lease.  Four near Limestone Camp in December 1991.  18 flying near Limestone Camp and tailings dam in December 1993.  One flying near the tailings dam in January 1995.  One on Gap Dam in June 1995.  Three near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in October 1995.  One on the plant recovery pond in October 1995.  One near the entrance to the village twice in August 1996.  One flying near the water barge in April 1997.  Eight reported on the ATD5 dam in the June 2000 environmental surveys.  One on the ATD3 dam in August 2000.  One at Gap Dam in September 2000, eight in October 2000 and one in November 2000.  One flying near the Wandarrie turnoff in January 2001.

Platalea regia
not recorded
Royal Spoonbill

Moderately common near the barge on Flying Fox Creek with one in October 1990, two in October 1993, and about ten in October 1995.  About ten along the Ord River in January 1995.  Moderately common near the Alluvial plant, with six reported on the old tailings dam in November 1991, five roosting in a tree on the new tailings dam in May 1992 and three in January 1993.  One near the village weather station in February 1992.  30 at a pool on lower Smoke Creek in April 1992.  One on a pond between the mine and Limestone Camp in January 1993, and one in September 1994.  Three at the Limestone sewage ponds in December 1994.  One flying over the village in June 1995.  One on the plant recovery pond in October 1995.  Two on the Alluvials dam in December 1997.  One on the Wandarrie sewage ponds in January 1998, one in July 2000 and three in August 2000.  Three on the tailings dams in December 1998.  One at the village sewage ponds in September 1999.  Three (including one in full breeding plumage) at the Limestone sewage ponds in late December 1999, and one in April 2000.  One on a pond near Alluvials in November 2000.  Two near a pond near Smoke Creek in November 2000.  Five reported and two seen on the Alluvials ATD5 dam in December 2000.  One at the old Limestone sewage ponds in April 2001.

Platalea flavipes
not recorded
Yellow-billed Spoonbill

Scarce.  One near the Alluvials plant in March 1992.  One on the old Alluvials dam in May 1992.  One reported at the sewage ponds in November 1994.

Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus
11/1
( Black-necked Stork

A pair probably resident in the vicinity of the Limestone sewage ponds or main tailings dams, with two and an immature nearby in August 1991, two in June 1992, one in February 1993, one in August 1993, one flying near tailings in October 1993, three immatures at the sewage ponds in October 1993 and an adult and immature in September 2000.  Moderately common near the lake with one in March 1993, one adult and two immatures in October 1993, ten in January 1995, and two in August 2000.  One flying near Alluvials in April 1992.  Two at a pool on Smoke Creek in April 1992.  One named Malcolm used to regularly visit the Production mess at lunch time before I joined Argyle.  One on Gap Dam in June 1995.  One on the tailings dam in October 1995.  One reported at Alluvials in March 1997.  One at Alluvials in August 1997.  One flying near the tailings dam in November 1997.  One reported along the road to Wandarrie Camp in June 1999.  One on a small pool beside the road between the village and Limestone turnoffs in April 2000.  One at the Alluvials ATD5 dam in September and October 2000, and February 2001 and five including two immatures in March 2001.  One sub adult at the Limestone sewage ponds in April 2000.  One on a pond near Smoke Creek in November 2000.  One reported on the Limestone Creek retention dam in February 2001.  Two immatures at the Alluvials ATD3 dam in April 2001.  Storr records it as usually single.

Pandion haliaetus
not recorded
( Osprey

One near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in April 1992.  There was a large stick nest in a dead tree nearby.  One next to the nest and another nearby in October 1995.  One flying near the Alluvials tailings dams in July 2000.  One immature at the Alluvials ATD5 dam in October 2000 and two reported in early December 2000.  Storr records it as scarce on the Ord (no mention of breeding).

Elanus axillaris
0/1
Black-shouldered Kite

One reported between the village and Alluvials in February 1995.  One flew south over the village calling in late November 1996.  One on power lines at the village turnoff in September 1997.  One in a dead tree near the Limestone turnoff in November 1997.  One in a tree near the road to Wandarrie in December 1997.  One flying along the Wandarrie road in March 1998 and April 1998.  One in a tree opposite AK1 tailings dams in August 1998.  One near Alluvials in February 1999.  One at the Wandarrie turnoff in August 1999, two in July 2000, two in September 2000 and one in April 2001.  Two near the old Limestone camp in April 2000.  One reported along the Alluvials haul road and another past the airport in the June 2000 environmental surveys.  Two between the village turnoff and Alluvials in August 2000, one in September 2000, one reported in December 2000, one in January 2001, one in March 2001 and one in April 2001.  One at the Alluvials office in November 2000.  One at the Alluvials ATD3 dam in April 2001.

Lophoictinia isura
1/0
Square-tailed Kite

Scarce.  One seen on three mornings near the tailings dams in February 2000.

Hamirostra melanosternon
1/0
( Black-breasted Buzzard

Scarce.  One soaring over Production in mid July 1991.  One flying near the Alluvials ATD5 dam in August 1999 and September 2000.  One reported near Wandarrie in early May 2000.  Pair reported nesting on Lissadell Station in the June 2000 environmental surveys.  Two on nest near Smoke Creek just past the airport in September to November 2000.

Milvus migrans
52/8
( Black Kite

Almost always present, although the numbers fluctuate greatly from just a few seen during a commute to large loose flocks.  Unlike the 1983 surveys, I have not observed a tendency for higher numbers in the dry season until the last few years.  The larger flocks are as follows.  About 30 near Training in August 1988.  More than 50 on the new Alluvial tailings dam in October 1991, and 100 in October 1993.  40 to 50 over the tailings dams in August 1991, about 200 in January 1992, and 50 in February 1992.  About 50 roosting on the tennis courts at Limestone Camp in June 1992, and about 30 in June 1994.  Common to plentiful in the pit, with a highest number of more than 30 in January 1993.  A large influx of 200 to 300 near the village turnoff from July to November 1994.  Very scarce from November 1995 with only a few individuals seen until May 1996 with about 50 near the village turnoff.  Very scarce again from November 1996, for all 1997 and late 1998.  100 to 200 at the tip in May 1999.  A nesting near the Gap Creek Channel in June 2000.

Haliastur sphenurus
13/1
( Whistling Kite

Common near the lake, with a highest number of 20 including immatures in January 1995.  One (and occasionally two) moderately common at the Limestone turnoff near the tailings dams.  Two or three moderately common at the back of the tailings dams near East Ridge.  Two at the sewage ponds in June 1992, one in December 1992, and one in January 1995.  An immature at the Limestone sewage ponds in December 1994.  About ten on Gap Dam in June 1995.  About 20 at the rubbish tip including several immatures in January 1999.  A fledgling on a nest in a tall boab tree near the old Limestone Camp with three spotted immatures in September 2000.

Haliastur indus
not recorded
Brahminy Kite

One adult and one juvenile circling above the process plant early one morning in June 1992.  It is very uncommon for it to be seen away from large bodies of water (the process plant is about 30km from Lake Argyle).  Reported at the south of Lake Argyle.  One in a boab tree near the tailings dam in November 1997.  Three reported over the AK1 tailings dam in early December 2000.  Storr does not record it this far from the coast.

Haliaeetus leucogaster
not recorded
( White-bellied Sea-Eagle

One reported near the tailings dam in October 1994 and October 1997 and one seen in May 1996 and November 1997.  Ten seen on Lake Argyle and along the Ord River on a boat trip in January including seven immatures.  One reported at Gap Dam in December 1995.  One at the tailings dam in November 1997.  There are reported to be at least 30 pairs on Lake Argyle.  One reported over the pit in August 1998 and March 2000.  One reported at the Alluvials ATD5 dam in November 2000, twice in February 2001 and an adult and immature seen in March 2001.

Circus assimilis
6/0
Spotted Harrier

Scarce to uncommon until late 1993 and uncommon since.  
One near the village in September 1992 and May 1994.  One between the airport and the lake in October 1993.  One at the sewage ponds in October 1993, an immature in January 1994, an adult in December 1994, and an adult in September 1995.  One between the mine and Limestone Camp in May 1994.  One between Alluvials and the village in September 1995.  One reported along Limestone Creek in the June 2000 environmental surveys.  Two between the village and Alluvials in July 2000.  Three reported at Alluvials in early December 2000.

Circus approximans
not recorded
Swamp Harrier

One near the village sewage ponds in December 1991, June 1996 and January 1998.  One at the Wandarrie sewage ponds in June 1999.  Storr records it as a scarce non‑breeding visitor (February to July).

Accipiter fasciatus
3/1
Brown Goshawk

Uncommon on the power lines and poles until late 1992, and seen seldom since.  One probable on upper Smoke Creek in April 1992.  A male outside Production in June 1992 and December 1997.  A female outside Production several times in April 2000.  One at the fauna survey site #1 in November 2000.  One at the Wandarrie turnoff in January 2001.

Accipiter novaehollandiae
not recorded
Grey Goshawk

One white phase perched in tree beside road near Limestone Camp in January 1994.  One white phase reported beside road to Wandarrie in May 1996.  Storr reports it as scarce with white phase greatly outnumbering grey.

Accipiter cirrhocephalus
4/2
Collared Sparrowhawk

Uncommon.  One at the airport in July 1990.  A female outside Production in June 1992 being chased and harassed by a Willie Wagtail.  One near Limestone Camp in June 1993.  One near the road to Wandarrie in April 1997.  One outside Production in August 1997, June 1999 and March 2001.  One near the village sewage ponds in January 1999 and January 2001.  One at the Limestone sewage ponds in April 2000.  One near the AK1 tailings dam in September and October 2000.

Aquila audax
0/1
Wedge-tailed Eagle

One was moderately common near the village turn off and at the airport until about the end of 1992, but not seen on the mine lease since.  Occasionally seen over East Ridge.  Moderately common on the way to and near the lake, with a maximum of three seen in October 1990.  One between the village and Alluvials in August 1995.  One near the sewage ponds in September 1995.  One near Wandarrie in June 1997.  Three reported near Wandarrie in June 1998.  One between the village and Alluvials in February 1999.  One along the village road early in the morning in May 1999.  One reported near Telecom Hill in early December 2000.  One near the AK1 tailings dam in December 2000 and March 2001.

Hieraaetus morphnoides
not recorded
( Little Eagle

Moderately common until early 1992 and uncommon since.  A pair nesting in a boab tree near the Alluvial ATD3 dam in March 1991.  One feeding on a honeyeater while flying above the swamp near the LIA.  Three near Limestone Camp in August 1991, and one in May 1994.  Twice at the sewage ponds in January 1992.  Up to three several times near the mine and tailings dams in February/March 1992.  Two or three near the barges in April 1992.  One flying near the village turnoff in January 1994.  One at the tailings dams in March 1997 and December 1999.  One soaring high over the Production Building in May 1999.  Several reported during the June 2000 environmental surveys.  One at the Alluvials ATD3 dam in October 2000.  One pale phase over Devil Devil Spring in October 2000.  One flying over Alluvials ATD4 dam in November 2000.  Storr records it as uncommon to scarce; and breeding April to July.

Falco berigora
16/21
Brown Falcon

Common all year in most areas especially on the power lines.  Only the Black Kite is more common.  The highest number was four near the village weather station in February 1992, until an influx in April 1995 with at least ten near the village and over the mine.

Falco longipennis
1/0
( Australian Hobby

Moderately common on the power lines.  One at Training in July 1991.  One killed two Pink‑eared Ducks at the sewage ponds in December 1991.  One seen chasing an Australasian Grebe in January 1992.  One near ICI in June 1992.  Two mating near Limestone Camp in May 1993.  Two calling from a tree near the Production building in December 1997.  One near Smoke Creek past the airport in September 2000.

Falco hypoleucos
1/0
Grey Falcon

This is a rare to scarce species anywhere, so I am not surprised that I have not recorded it.  Storr records it as rare in the East Kimberley.

Falco peregrinus
0/1
Peregrine Falcon

Scarce to uncommon.  One caught a flying bird (dove?) and then ate it on top of the HMS stockpile in September 1990.  Two near the village sewage ponds in January 1992, and one took a Pink‑eared Duck in December 1992.  One near the #1 barge in April 1992.  One near the tailings dams in January 1994.  One at the sewage ponds in June 1996.  Two perched at the tailings reclaim dam in August 1999.  One at the Limestone sewage ponds in late December 1999.  Two reported at the Snake Pit crossing of Limestone Creek in the June 2000 environmental surveys.  Two flying near the primary crusher in September 2000.  One seen at the Alluvials ATD5 dam in December 2000.  One flying over the LIA in February 2001.  Storr records it as scarce in the Argyle area.

Falco cenchroides
19/13
( Nankeen Kestrel

Common between the airport and the lake, with a highest number of five individuals in April 1992 and April 1997.  One or two moderately common to common in the pit with a pair breeding in the pit in November 2000.  One or two moderately common near Limestone camp.  One over the Warehouse in July 1991 and August 1991.

Grus rubicundus
2/15
( Brolga

One flying over the village and a pair near Limestone Creek in March 1991.  Two near Limestone Camp in January 1992 and May 1993, and one twice in January 1994.  One near the village weather station in April 1992.  Three near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in March 1993.  Reported near Alluvials in June 1994.  About ten along the Ord River in January 1995.  One reported near Alluvials in January 1997.  One flying near the village turnoff in March 1997.  One flying near the old Limestone sewage ponds in March 1997.  One flying along Smoke Creek in April 1997.  Heard from the village in the direction of Alluvials in December 1997.  Two groups of three reported at Alluvials in May 1998.  Two flying near the village sewage ponds in November 1998.  Two pairs at the Alluvials dam in December 1999.  One pair seen on Lissadell Station and another pair on the lease during the June 2000 environmental surveys.  Two at the Alluvials ATD4 dam in July 2000.  Two at the Alluvials reclaim dam in August 2000.  Two at Gap Dam in September and October 2000.  Two near the Alluvials ATD3 dam in October 2000.  Heard along Limestone Creek and Smoke Creek in November 2000.  Two adults with six young reported near Alluvials in November 2000.  Reported near Wesley Spring in December 2000.  Three immatures seen at the Alluvials ATD5 dam in March 2001.  More common than these sightings would suggest, as they are reported quite often and they have been seen dancing.  The tendency noticed in the ERMP to be more common in the wet season appears to be confirmed, at least on the mine lease (but maybe not closer to the lake).

Gallirallus philippensis
not recorded
Buff-banded Rail

One reported north of the pit along the creek from the dewatering bore in January 1995.  One flushed in grass in the shade of a tree at the Wandarrie sewage ponds in January 1998.  One reported near the Wandarrie turnoff in December 2000.

Porzana pusilla
not recorded
Baillon's Crake

Up to six each time on the pond between the mine and Limestone Camp from April 1993 soon after the surface vegetation started to spread.  One on the plant recovery pond in January 1996.  One heard at Gap Dam in November 1996.  One on the siltation pond near the Wandarrie turnoff in late December 1999 and heard in February 2000.  Up to six seen at the Alluvials ATD3 dam from August 2000.  Four at the old Limestone sewage ponds in April 2001.

Porzana fluminea
not recorded
Australian Spotted Crake

One on the Alluvials reclaim dam in September 2000.

Porzana cinerea
not recorded
( White-browed Crake

One on the Alluvials reclaim dam in August, September, October December 2000.  A small juvenile at the Alluvials ATD3 dam in October 2000.

Porphyrio porphyrio
not recorded
( Purple Swamphen

Common to very common on all major ponds with typha, including the old Alluvial ATD4 dam (at least 50 and breeding in December 1997), the ponds between the mine and Limestone Camp (up to ten with a nest in January 1994 and nesting in February 2000), and the main tailings dams (up to 20 with one standing on a nest in September 2000).  200+ seen in grass along the banks of the Ord River in January 1995.  Four very young chicks at the Alluvials ATD3 dam in October 2000 with an adult nearby carrying a frog.  One very small chick reported along the Gap Creek channel in early December 2000.  Also seen at times on the water reclaim pond and swamp near the process plant.

Gallinula ventralis
not recorded
Black-tailed Native-hen

Appears to be an irregular wet season visitor.  
More than 30 on old Alluvial tailings dam and six near Limestone Camp in November/December 1991.  More than 50 at the sewage ponds in January and February 1992.  About five near the tailings dams in February 1992.  One near the Alluvials plant in March 1992.  One near the former barge on the Ord River in April 1992.  Ten at the Alluvials ATD3 dam in April 1992.  One on the ponds between the mine and Limestone Camp in January 1993.  One at the Limestone sewage ponds in December 1994.  At least 15 at the tailings dam in August 1999.  Storr records it as an uncommon visitor (mainly in the wet season).

Fulica atra
not recorded
Eurasian Coot

Moderately common on the ponds with open water such as sewage ponds with Grey Teal and Hardhead.  Highest count was 15 on a siltation pond between the mine and Limestone Camp until the vegetation covered the surface late in 1993.   A flock of 2000+ seen at the south end of Lake Argyle in January 1995.  Storr records it as a scarce to moderately common mainly dry season visitor.

Ardeotis australis
0/13
( Australian Bustard

Moderately common especially near the airport (up to 15 reported) and Alluvials.  One amongst cattle near the former barge on the Ord River in October 1990.  Two flying near Limestone Creek in March 1991.  Two at Limestone Camp in April 1992.  One nearly hit by the bus at Limestone Camp in April 1992.  Two flying near village turnoff in April 1992.  One flying near Limestone Camp in November and December 1992 and January 1993.  One between the airport and the lake in October 1993, and two at the lake.  One at the tailings reclaim pond in December 1993.  One between the village and Limestone turnoffs in April 1994.  Up to five reported between the village and Alluvials.  A group of six along the Ord River in January 1995.  An adult with four young reported between the mine and the village in October 1994.  One near Smoke Creek in October 1995.  An adult and juvenile reported at the airport in January 1996.  Two seen between the village and Limestone turnoffs in August 1999 and reported by others, and one flying in late April 2000.  Two adults with a knee high chick near the Alluvials ATD5 dam in December 1999.  One between the village turnoff and Alluvials in June 2000.  A pair near the Alluvials mining area past the ATD5 dam in September 2000.  One at Alluvials ATD5 dam in October 2000 and two reported in February 2001.  Ten reported at the turnoff to Mt Evelyn in February 2001.  It was not apparent to me until I wrote this, but nearly all my sightings have been in the wet season like the ERMP, but they have been reported at all times throughout the year.

Turnix maculosa
not recorded
Red-backed Button-quail

One female found at the main Mining workshops at Easter in late April 2000 after a rainy period following Cyclone Rosita.  It was released in suitable habitat a few days later.  One reported during the environmental surveys in November 2000.

Turnix velox
2/2
Little Button-quail

Possibly moderately common locally along the road to the old Smoke Creek Camp, with sightings of one to twelve from January to March 1992.  I have only visited this area twice since and then only briefly.  Uncommon along the road to the sewage ponds from January to March 1992, and not seen since except for one in December 1995.  One near Limestone Camp in March 1993 which walked/ran rather than flew to cover.  All these sightings have been in the wet season, but this could be because of a lack of surveys in the dry season rather than an indication of migration.

Turnix pyrrhothorax
0/3
Red-chested Button-quail

One female found covered in mud in the pit in January 1993 after an extended rainy period.  It was cleaned, looked after for a few days but died overnight.  One male flushed in short grassland near the old Limestone sewage ponds in March 1997 and a male in late December 1999.  One flushed from grass near Devil Devil Spring in April 1999.  Two flushed in short grassland between the old Limestone Camp and fauna survey site #2 in January 2001.  One at the old Limestone sewage ponds in April 2001.  The ERMP says that there had previously been only six observations in the Kimberley (quoting from Storr), but this was the number of specimens collected for museums rather than sightings.

Gallinago megala
not recorded
Swinhoe's Snipe

Wet season migratory shorebird.  One snipe probably of this species flushed along Gap Creek near the Limestone sewage ponds in January 1994.  One (again probable) seen along the Ord River in January 1995.

Limosa limosa
not recorded
Black-tailed Godwit

Wet season migratory shorebird.  At least 16 near the former barge on the Ord River in October 1993, and five in January 1995.  One reported at the Alluvials ATD5 dam in early December 2000.

Numenius minutus
not recorded
Little Curlew

Wet season migratory shorebird.  Three near the former barge on the Ord River in April 1992, one in October 1993, and one in January 1995.  One reported near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in December 1993.  Storr states that Lake Argyle is the southern limit of its range, so this is a very slight extension.
Tringa stagnatilis
not recorded
Marsh Sandpiper

Wet season migratory shorebird.  One or two moderately common from September to May at the village sewage ponds (up to ten in January 1994), on the ponds between the mine and Limestone Camp, near Limestone Camp, on the shore of the lake, and at Alluvials.  Up to eight at the Limestone sewage ponds.  Ten along the Ord River in January 1995.  About 20 near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in October 1995.  Also seen near the village weather station.  Up to four at the Wandarrie sewage ponds.  One at the Alluvials dam in December 1999.  Storr records it as a scarce visitor (recorded in August, September and April).

Tringa nebularia
not recorded
Common Greenshank

Wet season migratory shorebird.  
One or two moderately common from November to April at the village sewage ponds, the pond between the mine and Limestone Camp, near Limestone Camp, and Alluvials.  Also seen at the tailings dams, near the former barge on the Ord River, near the village weather station, and in the drain near the power station.  The earliest return was two seen on 10th September 1993 on the pond between the mine and Limestone Camp.  Storr records it as a visitor (recorded all months except March and November).

Tringa glareola
0/4
Wood Sandpiper

Wet season migratory shorebird.  
One to five common from August to May at the sewage ponds (eight in January 1995), Alluvials, near Limestone Camp, near the village weather station, and along the Ord River with 50 in January 1995.  Up to five on the tailings dams.  Very common at the Limestone sewage ponds with at least 30 in late December 1999.  Storr records it as an uncommon visitor (August to May).

Actitis hypoleucos
not recorded
Common Sandpiper

Wet season migratory shorebird.  
Up to four moderately common from late August to April at the village sewage ponds, near the barge on Flying Fox Creek, Alluvials, the tailings dams and at the ponds between the mine and Limestone Camp.  About 40 along the banks of the Ord River in January 1995.  Six on the Alluvials ATD5 dam in September 2000.

Arenaria interpres
not recorded
Ruddy Turnstone

Wet season migratory shorebird.  One at the lake near the Black‑tailed Godwits in October 1993.  Storr has no records from the inland or freshwater habitats.
Calidris ruficollis
not recorded
Red-necked Stint

Wet season migratory shorebird.  At least 20 at the lake in October 1993.  Storr has no records from the inland or freshwater habitats.
Calidris subminuta
not recorded
Long-toed Stint

Wet season migratory shorebird.  At least four in short grass along the Ord River in January 1995.  Storr records its status as unknown but possibly a rare passage migrant.
Calidris melanotos
not recorded
Pectoral Sandpiper

Scarce wet season migratory shorebird.  Two in wet grassy area beside road near Limestone Camp in March 1994.  Storr records its status as unknown.
Calidris acuminata
not recorded
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper

Wet season migratory shorebird.  
Three near the former barge on the Ord River in April 1992, and about 100 in October 1993, and ten in January 1995.  Two in breeding plumage at the sewage ponds in March 1994, and one in April 1994.  At least five at the Limestone sewage ponds in December 1994.  One near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in October 1995.  One on the plant recovery pond in January 1996.  Storr records it as a moderately common visitor in ones, twos or small flocks (up to 30).
Calidris ferruginea
not recorded
Curlew Sandpiper

Wet season migratory shorebird.  About ten at the lake in October 1993.  Storr records it as a rare visitor and has no records from the inland or freshwater habitats, but it is now known to be at least common in the Broome area.
Philomachus pugnax
not recorded
Ruff (Reeve)

Rare to scarce wet season migratory shorebird.  
One near Limestone Camp in March 1993.  Not reported by Storr in the Kimberley, but it is now known to be a scarce but regular visitor to the Broome area.

Irediparra gallinacea
not recorded
( Comb-crested Jacana

Scarce until mid 2000.  
One seen on the shore near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in March 1993, four reported in December 1993, and eight including two immatures in October 1995.  One on the pond between the mine and Limestone Camp in March 1994.  Eight including three juveniles near the former barge on the Ord River in January 1995.  Two adults and two juveniles reported on the Alluvials reclaim dam in the June 2000 environmental surveys, seen in July and August 2000, six in September 2000, two in October 2000 and two in December 2000.  One at the Wandarrie sewage ponds in January 1999.  Three at the Alluvials ATD3 dam in August and September 2000.  One at Gap Dam in September 2000 and two in November 2000.  At least 12 on the main AK1 tailings dam in September 2000.  One on the Limestone sewage ponds in September 2000.  Three on the village sewage ponds in November 2000.  These sightings are slightly further south and west of the range recorded by Storr.
Burhinus grallarius
not recorded
Bush Stone-curlew

One reported near the Wandarrie tavern in July 1996.  One reported heard during the night near the junction of Ord and Bow rivers in July 1996.  One with broken wing brought to the village in January 1997.  One reported at the Alluvial plant in May 1998 and September 1999.  Reportedly resident at the Alluvial Plant near the dam.  One reported beside the road between the village turnoff and Alluvials in January 2001.

Himantopus himantopus
0/1
Black-winged Stilt

Very common at all the sewage ponds with up to 40.  Very common along the Ord River with 100+ in January 1995.  Common in smaller numbers at most other places with water.  One immature outside Production walking along paths and in garden in August 1997.

Pluvialus fulva
not recorded
Pacific Golden Plover

Wet season migratory shorebird.  Three near the former barge on the Ord River in January 1995. Storr has no records from the inland or freshwater habitats.
Charadrius ruficapillus
not recorded
Red-capped Plover

Two at the lake in October 1993.  Storr states that records from freshwater habitats in the interior of the Division require confirmation.
Charadrius veredus
not recorded
Oriental Plover

Wet season migratory shorebird.  At least six near the former barge on the Ord River in October 1993, and 20 in January 1995.  Two near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in October 1995.  One hit by the Ansett jet as it landed in September 1997.

Elseyornis melanops
0/7
( Black-fronted Dotterel

Common to very common all year on the pond between the mine and Limestone Camp (usually two), sewage ponds (initially two but then up to 15), and Gap Creek near Limestone Camp (up to six) including an immature in March 1993.  Moderately common to common at the lake, the Alluvial tailings dams and the tailings dams.  Also seen once at the village turnoff.  Two very small runners at the Alluvials ATD3 dam in September 1997.  Two juveniles near the tailings dams in December 1998.  Up to nine at the Wandarrie sewage ponds including an immature in January 1999.  Nine adults at the Wandarrie sewage ponds in June 1999 including 1 adult about 100 metres away on bare ground doing a broken wing display indicating breeding.  About 20 at the Limestone sewage ponds in February 2000, and 30 to 40 in April 2001.

Erythrogonys cinctus
not recorded
Red-kneed Dotterel

Moderately common to common locally.  Up to 14 (September 1999) at the village sewage ponds.  About six near the former barge on the Ord River in April 1992, one in October 1993, and two in January 1995.  Four on the old Alluvials tailings dam in April 1992, and six in May 1992.  One on the pond between the mine and Limestone Camp in September 1994.  At least one on Gap Dam in August 1995.  Eight including one immature near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in October 1995.  Five around the old Limestone sewage ponds in March 1997, and one in February 2000.  Up to six at the Wandarrie sewage ponds.  At least 25 at the AK1 tailings dam in August 1999.  At least five at the Alluvials dam in December 1999.  Eight reported near the AK1 tailings dam in February 2001.  Twelve reported along Limestone Creek in February 2001.  Storr records it as uncommon (perhaps more numerous in the wet season).

Vanellus miles
1/0
( Masked Lapwing

Nomadic.  Common on the shore at the lake (up to 40), and the sewage ponds near Limestone (including an immature in March 1994).  One or two moderately common for periods at other places near water especially near the Alluvial plant, sewage ponds, and near Limestone Camp.  Not seen for several years until one heard near the village oval in August 2000.  Maybe the victim of feral cats?  One at the Alluvials ATD5 dam in September 2000.  Two at Gap Dam in November 2000.

Glareola maldivarum
not recorded
Oriental Pratincole

Wet season migratory shorebird.  One on the old Alluvial dam in October 1991.  About 200 flying past the village in January 1992.  Three near the former barge on the Ord River in April 1992, at least five in October 1993, and a flock of 400+ in January 1995.

Stiltia isabella
0/1
( Australian Pratincole

Two pairs nesting (2 eggs and 1 egg) next to the airport runway in November 1991, hatching in December.  30 flying past the village turnoff in December 1991.  One flying past the ponds between the mine and Limestone Camp in January 1993.  About 30 near the former barge on the Ord River in October 1993, and six in January 1995.  Five near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in October 1995 including one chasing off a Gull-billed Tern.  Four on the Alluvial mining area in May 1999.  Storr records it as breeding in February but not in this area.

Sterna nilotica
not recorded
Gull-billed Tern

Moderately common at the lake, with about ten in April 1992, about 150 roosting with the Caspian Terns in October 1993, and 20 in January 1995.  Uncommon on the mine lease.  One flying over the pond between the mine and Limestone Camp in February 1992, and in October 1993.  One probable over the tailings dam in March 1992 and January 1993.  A few near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in October 1995.  Five at Alluvials ATD3 dam in August 1997.  One reported at the Alluvials ATD5 dam in November 2000.  Storr records it as a visitor (April to September) and as scarce in this area.

Sterna caspia
not recorded
Caspian Tern

One near the former barge on the Ord River in April 1992, a roosting flock of more than 50 in October 1993, and 80+ in January 1995.  One reported near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in December 1993.  Two on Gap Dam in August 1995.  One at the Alluvials ATD5 dam in December 1999, five in September 2000, 25 in October 2000, one reported in November 2000 and four in December 2000.  Three reported at the Alluvials reclaim dam in November 2000.  One at the Alluvials ATD4 dam in March 2001.  Storr records it as scarce in this area and perhaps mainly a winter visitor.

Chlidonias hybridus
not recorded
Whiskered Tern

Common at the lake, with five in October 1990, about ten in October 1993, 1000+ in January 1995 and about ten in October 1995.  Uncommon on the mine lease.  One at the tailings dam in December 1991 and September 1993.  Two over the ponds between the mine and Limestone Camp in January 1993.  One at the sewage ponds in January 1994.  One at the Alluvials ATD3 dam in August 1997, September 1997 and five in September 1997.  At least 15 at the Alluvials ATD5 dam in December 1999.  Two reported at the Alluvials ATD5 dam in November 2000, and a flock of 25 seen in December 2000.

Chlidonias leucopterus
not recorded
White-winged Black Tern

Wet season migrant.  About ten near the former barge on the Ord River in January 1995.  Two near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in October 1995. Storr has no records from the inland or freshwater habitats.

Phaps histrionica
not recorded
Flock Bronzewing

Individuals reported twice on the airport runway in May 1992.

Ocyphaps lophotes
30/34
Crested Pigeon

Moderately common to plentiful, with
 over 100 near Limestone Camp in May 1994 being harassed by a Yellow-throated Miner.

Geophaps plumifera
2/5
( Spinifex Pigeon

Common to very common in many places, especially near the village and near Limestone Camp.  A group of about 40 near the village weather station in May 1992.  Adults reported walking across the road followed by young.  A ground nest with three eggs reported in December 1998.

Petrophassa albipennis
not recorded
White-quilled Rock-Pigeon

Several reported at the back of west ridge outside the designated area fence.  Two seen while going up East Ridge in April 1996, and one reported in August 1996.  Storr states that Lake Argyle is the southern limit of its range, so this is a slight extension.
Geopelia cuneata
46/37
( Diamond Dove

Plentiful in many places, particularly close to water, with an estimated 100 at Gap Creek in October 1991.  One breeding on top of a palm tree outside Training in March 1991.  One breeding on iron pipes outside the warehouse in February 1992.  One breeding about a metre off the ground in a small bush near Administration in March 1992.

Geopelia striata
85/60
( Peaceful Dove

The most common dove, especially at the village.  One nesting on a palm frond in front of Training in April 1992.  Pair nesting in Bauhinia near Limestone sewage ponds in January 1994 (no eggs).  A pair nested on iron pipes outside the warehouse in January 1997 and renested in April 1997 (two nestlings each time).  One sitting on a nest in the village in October 1999.  A very young nestling found outside Administration building in early January 2000.  Two large nestlings outside Security in December 2000.

Geopelia humeralis
1/0
Bar-shouldered Dove

Scarce.  One possibly seen from the bus at the Limestone Camp turnoff in September 1992.  One possible reported near the pond between the mine and Limestone Camp in December 1993.  One probably heard at Flying Fox Creek spring (where it was seen in the environmental surveys) in October 1994.  A few seen and more heard in a woodland along the Ord River in January 1995.

Calyptorhynchus banksii
11/3
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo

Ones, twos and flocks usually of four to 10 (but up to 50) moderately common at times near Limestone Camp, near the village, near the swamp near the LIA, at Alluvials, and near the lake.  Much more common in the dry season.

Cacatua roseicapilla
9/11
Galah

Moderately common usually in flocks of four to ten, but up to 40 seen.  Not seen in 1998 and most of 1999.

Cacatua sanguinea
23/39
( Little Corella

Moderately common to plentiful in flocks usually of about 20 to 40 that move around, with maximum flocks of almost 200 near the tailings dam in November 1991 and April 1996, about 300 outside Production in May 1992, and over 200 at the village turnoff in June 1992.  Present, but much harder to find during the wet season.  They threatened to severely damage the trees and shrubs outside my office in late 1990 by stripping most of the leaves.  Two carrying what looked like kapok seed cases in flight (one by the bill and the other with the feet).  About 100 in a tree outside Production with many pairs mating in May 1996, and feeding young in late September 1996.  Reported mating at Alluvials in May 1999.  Seen feeding on caterpillar cocoons in the acacias and on figs outside Production.

Cacatua galerita
1/0
( Sulphur-crested Cockatoo

Fairly common along Smoke Creek, Flying Fox Creek, Limestone Creek and near Devil Devil Spring.  One close to the Limestone Camp turn off twice.  Two near Limestone Camp in May 1992.  One at Wandarrie turnoff in April 1995.  One near the road to Wandarrie in September 1996.  A pair at a tree hollow at Wesley Spring in January 1997.  One in a tree along the road to Wandarrie in March 1997.  Two flew from along East Ridge over the power station in early January 2000.  Several at the Alluvials ATD5 dam in March 2001.  Two near the old Limestone sewage ponds in April 2001.

Nymphicus hollandicus
5/24
Cockatiel

Moderately common to common in small flocks up to 20, especially coming to drink at available water in the vicinity of Limestone Camp.  They are present at all times of the year, but I need to keep better records of sightings to check if they are more common in the wet season as suggested by the ERMP.

Trichoglossus haematodus rubritorquis
9/7
Rainbow (Red-collared) Lorikeet

Moderately common to common especially in the village and near Limestone Camp.  Seen usually in groups up to 10, especially when the eucalypts are flowering including a few times in the large tree outside the Medical centre at the mine site.  About 50 regularly roosting in trees in the village from early 1994 until April 1996.

Psitteuteles versicolor
1/31
Varied Lorikeet

Moderately common sometimes in flocks up to 20 during the wet season (October to February), and almost absent in the dry season.  Over 100 near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in October 1995.  About 25 flew over near the village sewage ponds in August 1998.  Reported in the June 2000 environmental surveys.  I only checked my records for the seasonal variation when writing this and noting the ERMP result.

Aprosmictus erythropterus
20/37
Red-winged Parrot

Moderately common to common in woodland and the village, usually in pairs but sometimes small flocks up to eight.

Platycercus venustus
3/7
( Northern Rosella

Moderately common to common in the village in small groups of up to six, including some drinking at my water tray outside my room.  Moderately common in most eucalypt woodland and below Devil Devil Spring.  Four between the village and the sewage ponds in January 1993 were displaying with tails fanned, some of the time on a termite mound.  Two near Limestone Camp in January 1994 were checking tree hollows.  Seven reported at Wandarrie camp in July 1999.

Melopsittacus undulatus
3/7
( Budgerigar

Sometimes not observed for periods (possibly absent), but common in small flocks most of the time, and often plentiful in the dry season, with flocks of about 100 seen in June and July.  They mostly feed on the ground and in flowering eucalypts.  One flew from a hollow of a dead tree near the lake in April 1992, and several seen inspecting hollows in January 1995.  Storr records it as breeding from May to September, but records are few.
Cuculus saturatus
not recorded
Oriental Cuckoo

Non breeding wet season migrant from Indonesia.  
One found dead beside a fence near the village with feathers intact, but body parts presumably eaten by ants.  Storr records it as a scarce visitor in dense vegetation but not in this area.

Cuculus pallidus
4/10
( Pallid Cuckoo

Moderately common in woodlands in the wet season (September to March), with a highest number of five between the turnoff and the village on several days in the 1991/2 wet season.  Appears to be uncommon in the dry season, with one heard at the sewage ponds in June 1993, one flying near Limestone Camp in May 1994, one heard near the tailings dams in June 1995, one heard at Gap Dam in late August 1997, two immatures and an adult past the coreshed in May 1999, at least two immatures seen and heard at Gap Creek channel in June 2000, heard several times in the early morning at the village in June to October 2000, and heard at Snake Pit crossing in June 2000.  One immature at the Wandarrie sewage ponds in April may have just fledged.  One heard calling from the village in early September 1999.  One heard at the Wandarrie sewage ponds in September 1999.  One heard near Devil Devil Spring in December 1999.  A nestling being fed by Grey-fronted Honeyeaters near the Alluvials ATD5 dam in September 2000.  A lot of the records were only heard, so it is possible that it calls less frequently in the dry season, but the seasonality agrees with the ERMP and Storr.

Cacomantis variolosus
not recorded
Brush Cuckoo

Uncommon wet season breeding migrant.  Commonly heard in the village during the night from October to February.  It is probably more common as I have almost certainly misidentified the call of this species as Pallid Cuckoo before 1995.  Four heard along the Ord River in January 1995.  One probable seen from the bus at Wandarrie in January 1996.  One heard at Wesley Spring in January 1997.  One near the Alluvials dam in December 1999.  One heard near Limestone camp in late December 1999.  Heard along Smoke Creek and Limestone Creek in November 2000.  Two heard at the Limestone sewage ponds in December 2000.  Storr records its range as south to the Negri River so this is a slight extension of range.
Chrysococcyx osculans
0/1
Black-eared Cuckoo

Scarce.  One immature possibly seen and heard near the sewage ponds in January 1992.  Although familiar with adult and immature Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo, I have only seen adults of this species a few times, so there is the chance that I was mistaken.  One reported on Lissadell Station in the June 2000 environmental surveys.

Chrysococcyx basalis
not recorded
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo

Moderately common in the wet season (October to March).  A lot of the records were only heard, so it is possible that it calls less frequently in the dry season, but the seasonality agrees with Storr.  An immature (rufous tail, some barring on sides) seen outside Production Building with wings and tail spread during light rain in October 1999.  A juvenile (grey, pale eye brow, barred across chest) seen near Devil Devil spring in February 2000.  A juvenile seen and heard between the airport and the lake in August 2000.

Chrysococcyx lucidus
not recorded
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo

Scarce.  One adult seen along Bent Way in early January 2000.

Eudynamys scolopacea
not recorded
Common Koel

Fairly common wet season migrant from southern Asia along the creeks in the wet season.  Occasionally heard overnight or early morning in the village from October to January.  Heard at Wesley Spring in March 1993.  One male reported near Pitt Range.  One male near Limestone Camp in January 1994.  One male seen twice at village turnoff on a power pole in November 1996.  One male at the fauna survey site #2 on Limestone Creek in January 2001.

Scythrops novaehollandiae
not recorded
Channel-billed Cuckoo

Scarce breeding wet season migrant from southern Asia.  One possible near Limestone Camp in December 1991.  Two reported flying over pond between mine and Limestone Camp in December 1993.  Two flying towards the tailings dams and one flying near the Limestone turnoff in January 1994.  One flying along the Ord River in January 1995 being chased by a Torresian Crow.  Reported at the old AK1 site on lower Smoke Creek.  One heard in the village in early December 2000.

Centropus phasianinus
1/0
Pheasant Coucal

One (male and female seen) moderately common in the village since April 1992, including a male that I released from a feral cat trap near the village in December 1992.  One uncommon to moderately common at the wooded swamp near the LIA and in the vicinity of the Limestone turnoff close by, with two reported plus a road kill in November 1998.  This leads to the conclusion that they are resident and possibly territorial.  A male at Wesley Spring in March 1993.  One male at Flying Fox Creek spring in October 1994.  One near Gap Dam in August 1995.  One reported near the tailings dam in January 1998, February 1999 and heard in September 1999.  One heard near Devil Devil spring in November 1998.  One reported in the drain near the Process plant tool store in September 1999.  One heard near the village in October 1999 and early January 2000.  One near the Alluvials ATD5 dam in December 1999.  One female outside Production building in January 2000.  One heard at the Limestone sewage ponds in February 2000, and one immature in April 2000.  One near Warehouse 2 in April 2000.  A female at the village entrance near Leighton's in June 2000.  Reported near the coreshed in September 2000.  A male flying with a small reptile in the village in November 2000 may have been carrying food to young?

Ninox connivens
1/1
Barking Owl

I have never been in suitable riverine habitat at night, so I am not surprised that I haven't recorded this species.

Ninox novaeseelandiae
9/9
( Southern Boobook

One (two twice) moderately common close to and in the village (including the tennis courts at night catching grasshoppers) from late 1990 until late 1992, but not seen again until March 1997.  One of two flushed from a roost in a tree near the village in June 1992 was then mobbed by Yellow‑throated Miners.  One called Fred roosted in the Alluvial power station for some time.  Another roosted in the core shed for some time.  One flushed along a dry creek near the village turnoff.  One catching insects in the lights at the airport.  An immature along Gap Creek near the Limestone sewage ponds in December 1994.  One reported outside the Production building in August 1999.  One near the Limestone sewage ponds in late December 1999.  One pale bird in the village in February 2000.  One at the junction of D and E roads in the village for most of 2000.  Two flushed along Limestone Creek near Snake Pit Crossing in November 2000.

Tyto alba
0/1
Barn Owl

One injured by a car was brought to the medical centre in February 1991.  One seen catching insects over the pool in the village in May 1996, and reported again in July 1996.  One beside the village oval in March 1997.  One reported at Wandarrie Camp in March 1999.  One past the airport in November 2000.  Storr records it as mainly (if not entirely) a winter visitor (April to October, mostly June to August).

Podargus strigoides
5/4
Tawny Frogmouth

Three flushed from roost in a tree in the creek near the village turnoff in December 1991.  One flying near the tailings dam in October 1995.  Reported hunting for insects in the fuel tank area at the airport several times.  One heard along Smoke Creek in the environmental surveys in November 2000.  One reported in Wandarrie camp in January 2001.  One reported near the village swimming pool in March 2001.

Eurostopodus argus
16/9
( Spotted Nightjar

Moderately common
 in the wet season.  Two heard in the gully near the tennis courts in October 1991.  One seen near the village at dusk while driving home in November 1991.  One or two flushed from beside track to sewage ponds several times.  One on the track to Wesley Spring in March 1993.  One on the road very near the village in September 1993.  Two flushed at Flying Fox Creek spring in October 1994.  One road kill along Bent Way in January 1997.  One near the village turnoff in March 1997.  One or two hawking over the village oval in November 1997 and December 1997, and up to two several times in May and early June 1999.  One at the Alluvials ATD5 dam in December 1999.  Reported nesting near Bent Way in the June 2000 environmental surveys.  One seen flying from the bus between the AK1 tailings dams and the village turnoff in October 2000.  One reported along Bent Way and one near Smoke Creek during the environmental surveys in November 2000.  Storr records it as an uncommon resident and a moderately common winter visitor (arriving April to May).

Aegotheles cristatus
9/2
Australian Owlet-nightjar

One seen and three others heard in the gully between Leighton's and the village in October 1991.  One road kill reported at the entrance to the village in March 1997.  One reported past the airport at night in the June 2000 environmental surveys.

Apus pacificus
not recorded
Fork-tailed Swift

Scarce transequatorial wet season non breeding migrant.  
At least 50 soaring high above the mine early in the morning after an overnight storm in February 1992.  One flying low at the village turnoff in February 1992.  About 100 over the village in January 1995.  About 150 flying over the village at dusk in late December 1996.  About 30 over the village in the morning in mid December 1999.  At least two near the AK1 tailings dam early morning in January 2001.  Five flying past the village before a tropical depression early morning in early March 2001, four the next morning, one the next morning and three the next morning.

Alcedo azurea
not recorded
Azure Kingfisher

Uncommon.  One at the Mark III Pool on Smoke Creek in October 2001, September 2002, July 2004 and June 2006.

Dacelo leachii
15/24
Blue-winged Kookaburra

Moderately common (more often heard) especially in woodland near the village, Limestone Camp, on the power lines and along watercourses.  Up to four common after dark around the village oval and the tennis courts.  Two adults with two immatures around the oval in May 1999 but no confirmation of breeding.

Todiramphus macleayii
not recorded
Forest Kingfisher

Rare or vagrant.  One at the top of a dead eucalypt near the #1 barge in October 1990.  This is one of the few records for WA.  Storr does not include it.

Todiramphus pyrrhopygia
10/42
Red-backed Kingfisher

Moderately common to common on power lines.  Moderately common in open woodland.  More common than the Sacred Kingfisher in the dry season and in the above habitats all year, but less common in the wet season in riverine habitat and close to buildings.

Todiramphus sanctus
2/11
( Sacred Kingfisher

Common in the wet season on power lines and in riverine habitat, and uncommon in the dry season.  Uncommon to moderately common in the wet season close to buildings.  One sick bird found near the Production building in October 1996.  One breeding in the knot of a tree near Security in December 1999.  Common in February 2000.

Merops ornatus
47/70
( Rainbow Bee-eater

Moderately common to common in open woodland and near water, especially near the village pool (up to eight).  The numbers near the pool fluctuate and are often absent, but they have been seen elsewhere all year round.  Several passing flocks (of up to 15) were seen flying near the village from December 1991 to February 1992 and December 1998, and a flock of at least ten seen near the mine workshop in December 1995.  At least 16 in the village in March 1997.  At least 40 in a tree at dusk in the village on 14th February 1998.  Very common in the village in early March 1999 with ~200 at dusk on 6th March.  About 40 at dawn in the village twice in May 1999.  Several immatures at the siltation pond near ICI in January 1995.  At least 25 at the rubbish tip including at least 4 juveniles in January 1999.  About 20 near Devil Devil Spring in June 1999.  Most bee-eaters feed by seeing an insect and swooping down from a perch or while soaring, but on the shore of the lake in October 1993 they were flying at or below a metre above the ground catching insects that I disturbed, in a similar manner to the White-breasted Woodswallows.  Six seen dust bathing along the track to the village sewage ponds in early January 2000.  The environmental surveys included one observation of 142 at Pitt Falls during the wet season.

Eurystomus orientalis
0/2
Dollarbird

Breeding wet season migrant from southern Asia.  Moderately common in riverine habitat from November to March.  Uncommon in the village.  Two almost always perched in the same tree near the Limestone turnoff in December 1992, and one seen until mid January 1993.  One at Flying Fox Creek spring in October 1994.  One in the village in mid November 2000.  One along Limestone Creek near Snake Pit Crossing in November 2000.  About 15 or so seen along Smoke Creek in November 2000.  One at the old Limestone sewage ponds in April 2001.

Climacteris melanura
12/42
( Black-tailed Treecreeper

Moderately common (one to three) in eucalypt woodland especially near the village sewage ponds and Wandarrie sewage ponds.  About five near Gap Dam in August 1997.  One seen entering a hollow in a eucalypt near the rubbish tip in January 1999.

Malurus coronatus
not recorded
Purple-crowned Fairy-wren

Three groups totalling at least eight birds in Jerusalem Thorn (Parkinsonia?) thicket covered by wild passionfruit vine along the Ord River in January 1995.  I only looked in about 150 metres of the thicket that probably extended for over a kilometre and which is about 10 to 20 metres deep, and so this could well be the stronghold for this threatened species in WA.  Its normal habitat of cane grass (which according to Storr formerly included this area) and pandanus along rivers is under threat from cattle, so it could well have adapted to the new habitat created by this introduced plant pest.

Malurus lamberti
not recorded
Variegated Fairy-wren

One male reported in an erosion gully near the tailings stabilisation trial area in September 1993.  A female and partially coloured male at Devil Devil Spring in May 1999.

Malurus melanocephalus
8/33
( Red-backed Fairy-wren

Moderately common to common in the dry season, increasing to common to very common in the wet season but this may be because it calls more frequently when defending its territory and is easier to see in breeding plumage.  It is moderately common around the plant buildings in the wet season.  I located a nest near the Security building in December 1990.  Reported nesting near the LIA in February 1992.  A brown male with red back seen feeding a grasshopper to a juvenile near the core shed in January 1995.  Young fledged from a nest in grass near the LIA in mid April 1995.  A male in breeding plumage has tried several times to scare away his reflection in the office windows.

Pardalotus rubricatus
3/5
( Red-browed Pardalote

One or two moderately common in eucalypt woodland, although mostly heard.  Initially, it was more common than Striated Pardalote, but since March 1992 it appears to be equally common to slightly less common.  Up to two outside my office.  One carrying food (a white berry?) out past Orica in June 1994.  One reported nesting at Alluvials in a sand pile in September 1996.

Pardalotus striatus melanocephalus
13/17
Striated Pardalote

One or two moderately common in eucalypt woodland, although mostly heard and not recorded before March 1992.  Common (or a loose flock of about ten) near a watercourse between the airport and the lake in March 1993.  A few times outside my office and in the village.  The yellow eye brow often appears to be almost orange/red leading to some confusion with the Red-browed Pardalote if the other distinguishing features are not observed or the call is not heard.

Smicrornis brevirostris
1/10
Weebill

One to six uncommon to moderately common in eucalypt woodland.

Gerygone olivacea
not recorded
White-throated Gerygone

One heard at Flying Fox Creek spring in October 1994. 

Philemon argenticeps
1/0
Silver-crowned Friarbird

Generally scarce.  One possible at the village in 1988, and one (possibly two) in June 1994.  Abundant (50 to 100) at Flying Fox Creek spring in October 1994.  Up to six fairly common at Devil Devil Spring.  One flying over near the siltation pond past the rubbish tip in January 1999.  Three reported at Snake Pit crossing of Limestone Creek in the June 2000 environmental surveys.  One at the environmental laboratory in November 2000.  Heard along Limestone Creek near Snake Pit Crossing in November 2000.

Philemon citreogularis
44/85
( Little Friarbird

Usually common to very common in woodland but numbers fluctuate, especially in the village with loose groups of 20 at times and absent or almost absent at other times.  An adult fed an immature outside Production in April 1995.  One was carrying food below Gap Dam in January 1997.  An adult fed an immature in the village in November 2000.

Entomyzon cyanotis
not recorded
Blue-faced Honeyeater

Scarce.  One in the village in October 1991, November 1992 and December 1992.

Manorina flavigula
17/29
( Yellow-throated Miner

Common to very common in groups (up to eight) in the village, Limestone Camp and process plant.  Much less common in woodland away from these locations, except for at least 20 past ICI in June 1994.  Nesting high (four to five metres) in trees in the village in May 1993 and October 1993.  One feeding on fallen mistletoe fruit outside Production in May 1995.  One carrying food near ICI in June 1995.  A pair nesting at the airport in August 1995.  One feeding an immature outside the Production building in December 1997.  A very young juvenile outside Production in early January 2000.  Nesting near the police station in the village in early October 2000.

Lichenostomus virescens
3/3
Singing Honeyeater

Uncommon.  Two near Limestone Camp in August 1991.  One in creek near village turnoff in December 1991, and two ditto.  One/two near the sewage ponds in January 1992.  One near the road to the old Smoke Creek camp in January 1992, again in April 1992, and in October 1993.  One heard at the Alluvials mining area in March 1992.  At least one heard at the Limestone turnoff in July 1998.  One reported in the Alluvials rehabilitation area during the environmental surveys in November 2000.

Lichenostomus unicolor
1/0
White-gaped Honeyeater

Scarce.  One near a pool on Flying Fox Creek in April 1992, and at least three in August 2000.  One at Flying Fox Creek spring in October 1994.  Up to three fairly common at Devil Devil spring.

Lichenostomus plumulus
5/19
( Grey-fronted Honeyeater

The second most common resident honeyeater.  Common to very common in the village, mine site (up to eight in March 1992), acacia scrub and eucalypt woodland.  In the village they are active before dawn, singing regularly and feeding on insects around the lights.  One juvenile in a group of seven seen being fed in July 1991.  Two juveniles being fed outside Production in August 1993, and September 1994.  Adults feeding two nestlings outside Production and reported nesting successfully outside Training in October 1993.  Nesting outside Production in February 1995, August 1995, late August 1997 (failed), November/December 1997 (one raised from two eggs), February 1998, mating in March 1998 and December 1998, juvenile in late February 1999, nesting in early March 1999, sitting on eggs in late April 1999, a juvenile in early September 1999, feeding a nestling in December 1999, nesting in January 2000 (failed), nesting in February 2000, nesting in October 2000 (one raised from two chicks), nesting in November 2000.  They mostly forage for insects, but it is not unusual to see them hop along the ground apparently collecting fallen acacia blossom or pollen.  One apparently eating dirt or fine grit in early October 2000 near the Production building and found nesting the next day.  Storr only records breeding from April to July.
Lichenostomus flavescens
11/4
Yellow-tinted Honeyeater

Moderately common to common in riverine habitat such as Flying Fox Creek (high of 15 in April 1992), near Devil Devil spring (five including a juvenile in December 1999), Snake Pit crossing of Limestone Creek (high of five in July 2000), Wesley Spring (ten in January 1997), the woodland near the lake, Gap Creek and Limestone Creek.  Two outside my village room in September 1991.  One in the village in October 1999, April 2000 and September 2000.

Melithreptus gularis laetior
1/0
( Black-chinned (Golden-backed) Honeyeater

Uncommon in the village, with four in October 1990, a juvenile drinking at the bird bath outside my room on two days in September 1993 and nearby on another, up to four adults drinking at the bird bath each morning in October 1993, and one in August 2000.  One close to a creek near Limestone Camp in January 1994.  One near the Limestone sewage ponds in December 1994, and two in April 1995.  One in woodland along the Ord River in January 1995.  One in melaleucas near Devil Devil Spring in May 1999.  One at a pool near Devil Devil spring in September 1999 and one in September 2000.  One between the airport and the lake in August 2000.  Two individuals seen in the woodland at the lake in August 2000.

Melithreptus albogularis
2/0
White-throated Honeyeater

One possibly outside the Administration building in 1990.  Usually one or two at Devil Devil spring with eight in December 1998 and 20 including juveniles in September 1999.  Reported at Snake Pit crossing of Limestone Creek in the June 2000 environmental surveys.  One seen in the woodland at the lake in August 2000.  One seen along Smoke Creek in November 2000.

Lichmera indistincta
95/53
( Brown Honeyeater

The most common resident honeyeater.  Common to very common in a wide variety of habitats and locations.  In the village they become active about two hours before dawn, singing loudly and feeding on insects around the lights.  A recently fledged juvenile outside Production in September 1994.  A pair nesting outside my village room in January 1995.  A pair nesting outside my office in late August 1997 (one raised from two eggs).  A few juveniles seen outside my office in early September 1999.  Reported nesting with two eggs at Snake Pit crossing of Limestone Creek in the June 2000 environmental surveys.

Ramsayornis fasciatus
1/0
( Bar-breasted Honeyeater

Scarce.  One adult beside lower Smoke Creek in March 1993.  A nest hanging low down in a eucalypt over the water most likely belonged to this species.  One near the village in January 1994 and January 1995.  One adult in the village in December 1995 and two in November 2000.  Two at the village sewage ponds in January 1999 and February 1999.  Three at Devil Devil Spring in December 1999, one in September 2000 and one in November 2000.  Reported at Snake Pit crossing of Limestone Creek in the June 2000 environmental surveys.  One seen at Snake Pit crossing of Limestone Creek in June 2000.  Two adults starting to nest outside my village room in December 2000, feeding young in January 2001, and feeding young in a second nest in late February / early March 2001.

Conopophila rufogularis
2/14
( Rufous-throated Honeyeater

The third most common resident honeyeater (more common than suggested by the ERMP).  Moderately common to common in acacia scrub and woodland.  One feeding young in a nest low down in an acacia near Limestone Camp in March 1993.  One on a nest in the village in January 1996.  A nest low down in a eucalypt over a puddle at the core shed in January 1999.  One reported nesting near the Snake Pit crossing in November 2000.  Unlike the other honeyeaters, they sometimes feed on the sultanas that I put out for Great Bowerbirds in the village.  Nesting near Orica in December 2000.

Certhionyx pectoralis
5/34
Banded Honeyeater

Uncommon to common at times, mostly in eucalypts.  Groups of up to ten near Alluvials, at the sewage ponds, along the road to the old Smoke Creek camp, near Limestone Camp, near the Limestone sewage ponds, at and near Wesley Spring and up the Matsu Valley.  Two at Flying Fox Creek spring in October 1994.  One near old Limestone camp in May 1996.  One brown juvenile near Devil Devil spring in September 1999, an adult in October 1999, about 10 adults & immatures in February 2000 and one adult in March 2001.  Two adults near the Alluvials dam in December 1999.  Two adults in the village car park in December 2000.

Ephthianura tricolor
not recorded
Crimson Chat

Scarce visitor.  One probable flying overhead between the airport and the pumping station in April 1992.  Four females or juveniles near Limestone Camp in March 1993.  Storr records it as an irregular visitor.

Ephthianura crocea
not recorded
Yellow Chat

Common along the shores of Lake Argyle which is recognised as a stronghold of this rare species.  One full colour male near the former barge on the Ord River in October 1993.  I saw seven adults in full colour, but 15+ were seen along the Ord River in January 1995.

Microeca fascinans
1/6
Jacky Winter

One seen between the village and the sewage ponds in January 1997.  One seen near the siltation pond past the rubbish tip in January 1999 and May 1999.

Poecilodryas superciliosa
not recorded
White-browed (Buff-sided) Robin

One seen on three consecutive days near the Production building in December 1997 calling very loudly shortly after rain.  This species was unexpected and is in decline in WA.  Storr records it along the Ord River but not this far south.
Pomatostomus temporalis
31/30
( Grey-crowned Babbler

Groups of five to eight moderately common in woodland.  Moderately common in the village during the day, with about 15 in June 1994.  Five feeding on dead insects at a lighting plant in the pit.  Reported mating at the Gap Creek gauging station in early December 2000.

Daphoenositta chrysoptera
3/0
Varied Sittella

Uncommon.  At least five at the Smoke Creek Alluvials site in July 1991.  At least two at the Alluvials mining area in March 1992.  One near the village turnoff in October 1993.  Three or four flying near the village turnoff in February 1998.  Three seen near the siltation pond past the rubbish tip in May 1999.  At least three near the Alluvials ATD5 dam in September 2000.

Pachycephala rufiventris
31/18
Rufous Whistler

One or two moderately common in riverine habitat and at times in the village.  At least four along Flying Fox Creek in April 1997 and August 2000.

Colluricincla woodwardi
not recorded
Sandstone Shrike-thrush

One in the north bowl of the pit in January 1995.  Two near tailings in August 1999 and one in March 2001.  One reported at Mount Evelyn during the environmental surveys in November 2000.  There is a lot of habitat that looks suitable.

Colluricincla harmonica
5/8
Grey Shrike-thrush

Uncommon.  One outside my office in November 1990, and in April 1992.  One on the verandah of my village room in October 1991.  One near the creek near the village in February 1992.  Two in woodland along the Ord River in January 1995.  Reported in June 2000 environmental surveys.  Reported at Gap Creek gauging station in December 2000.

Myiagra inquieta
24/17
Restless Flycatcher

One or two appear to be resident in the village.  Moderately common in riverine habitat.  Heard more often than seen.

Grallina cyanoleuca
88/ 233
( Magpie-lark

The most common bird in the area in terms of the number of sightings (species such as Zebra Finch, Peaceful Dove, Diamond Dove and Black-faced Woodswallow may possibly be more numerous but they are mostly seen in groups or flocks).  The number of sightings are about the same all year unlike the ERMP, but they often roost together overnight during the dry season (June to August), with over 50 seen on one occasion on top of the Production building in July 1990, and at least 50 in the village several times.  They nest in the wet season (October to February), and are then often aggressive.  The nests are usually on solid horizontal limbs of trees, but one pair nested under a power distribution box high up near the conveyors at the tertiary crushing plant close to a Willie Wagtail nest.  There are many nests in the village, around the mine site, near Limestone Camp, at the airport and in woodland.  I know of several nests that are reused the same year and on subsequent years.  The few fledglings that I have seen have been in clutches of two or three.  Their range of calls is noticeably different to the south west of WA.

Rhipidura rufiventris
2/0
Northern Fantail

Uncommon.  One at Devil Devil spring in September 1999. One reported at Snake Pit crossing of Limestone Creek in the June 2000 environmental surveys.  One reported near the battery storage area at the LIA in December 2000.  One at the Mark III Pool on Smoke Creek in June 2006.

Rhipidura leucophrys
49/65
( Willie Wagtail

A common resident in areas close to water including the village and the main plant.  One has nested several times in the wet season high up near the conveyors at the tertiary crushing plant, including unsuccessfully with three eggs in a nest very close to an Australian Magpie-lark nest.  One reported nesting and feeding young near the warehouse in November 1998.  One reported to fledge three young from a nest at Westrac in the LIA area in late September 1999.  Nesting with three nestlings on a balcony in the village in early October 2000 and reported to be reusing the nest in November 2000.  One nesting outside the Administration building near a Magpie-lark nest in December 2000.

Coracina novaehollandiae
26/51
( Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike

Usually common to very common in the village (including two groups of eight) and woodland, but very few seen during February/March 1992 and 1994 which conflicts with the ERMP.  One seen carrying food at Alluvials in January 1993.  Immatures are moderately common.  They sometimes feed on the sultanas that I put outside my village room for the Great Bowerbirds.  One on a nest near the Limestone sewage ponds in late December 1999.  One on a nest in the fork of a eucalypt near the Wandarrie turnoff in January 2001.

Coracina papuensis
2/5
White-bellied Cuckoo-Shrike

Mostly individuals (but up to four) moderately common in the village and woodland.  Seen every month of the year but more common in the wet season.

Coracina maxima
1/0
Ground Cuckoo-Shrike

Scarce to uncommon.  One flew slowly and landed in a eucalypt near the tailings dam at the Limestone turnoff in February 1992.  One near the village weather station in February 1992.  One near Limestone Camp in April 1992, and two in April 1993.  Two along Snake Pit Road in November 2000.

Lalage sueurii
40/60
( White-winged Triller

A common resident in acacia scrub, eucalypt woodland and riverine habitat.  A group of eight seen outside my office early each morning for an extended period in September 1990.  Female carrying food and male swooped me near the Limestone sewage ponds in January 1994.  A juvenile near the tailings reclaim dam in January 1999.  One nest with no visible young and another with three large nestlings about 10 metres away at the LIA battery recycling yard in early January 2001.  Both nests were visited by the same male in eucalypts about 10 metres apart.

Oriolus sagittatus
1/0
Olive-backed Oriole

Fairly common.  One commonly seen or heard in the village where it often comes to feed on the sultanas outside my village room.  One near the pond between the mine and Limestone Camp in September 1992.  One at Flying Fox Creek spring in October 1994.  One heard on East Ridge in August 1995.  One along Smoke Creek in October 1995.  One near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in October 1995 and August 2000.  One outside my office in November 1998.  One heard at Devil Devil spring in November and December 1998, April 1999 and July 2000.  One heard at the village sewage ponds in December 1998.  One heard outside the Production Building in August and September 1999.  One heard along Flying Fox Creek in August 2000.  Heard along Limestone Creek and Smoke Creek in November 2000.

Artamus leucorhynchus
not recorded
( White-breasted Woodswallow

Common (up to 50 total) around the shores of the lake.  One at the siltation pond near Orica in June 1994.  Although mostly feeding by hawking, in October 1993 on the shore of the lake they were flying at or below a metre above the ground catching insects that were disturbed.  There were several groups of immatures near the Ord River in January 1995.  One at the old Alluvials tailings dam in September 1997.  Up to three common at Gap Dam from February 2000.  One near the Alluvials ATD5 dam in September 2000.  Five including two or three immatures at the environmental laboratory in November 2000, three seen nearby in December 2000 and two seen close by in January 2001.  One outside the Production Building in February 2001.  Three at the Alluvials ATD5 dam in March 2001.

Artamus personatus
not recorded
Masked Woodswallow

Several thousand in many various sized groups over a distance of about 20 kilometres between the airport and the lake in April 1992.  They were feeding in eucalypts, hawking, and on the ground.  Ten flew over the pond between the mine and Limestone Camp in June 1993.  About ten at the sewage ponds in July 1999.

Artamus superciliosus
0/1
White-browed Woodswallow

The ERMP says that this is the only known record of this species in the East Kimberley.  At least two at the sewage ponds in July 1999 with Masked Woodswallows.  Storr only records it as a rare visitor to the west Kimberley.

Artamus cinereus
122 /191
( Black-faced Woodswallow

Almost as plentiful as the Australian Magpie-lark.  Most common on the power lines and in woodland.  A pair (possibly the same pair) regularly nests in the wet season (October to January) on the power poles near the Training building, when they become very aggressive.  A pair nested in the large vehicle wash down bay in January 1994.  A nearly fledged nestling found at the Primary Crusher in December 1999.  A pair nesting in a large tree next to the Production Building in December 1999 and they fledged two young in early January 2000.  Juveniles seen several times.  They feed in eucalypt blossom, on the ground and hawk.  One reported to have taken a Zebra Finch nestling near the LIA in July 1996.

Artamus minor
48/30
Little Woodswallow

Moderately common (usually in flocks of about 20) on power lines and at the Alluvial plant (50 in March 1992).  Common but in smaller numbers along Flying Fox Creek and East Ridge.  Uncommon in the village and at the mine site.  About 50 near the LIA for several days in June 1997.  Seen at all times of the year but they move around a lot, and are absent for periods.  Up to ten (August 1998) at the village sewage ponds.

Cracticus torquatus
not recorded
( Grey Butcherbird

Scarce to uncommon.  Two adults and an immature between the turnoff and village in December 1991.  An immature at the airport in November 1992, with a pair reported to be resident for an extended period.  One at the village in January 1994.  One (maybe two) at Flying Fox Creek spring, and one between there and Alluvials in October 1994.  Two at the airport in February 1999 and one in August 2000.  Two along Limestone Creek near Snake Pit Crossing in November 2000.

Cracticus nigrogularis
65/63
( Pied Butcherbird

Individuals moderately common to common, but heard more than seen.  A brown immature was present in the village for a period in 1990.  Four including a juvenile being fed near the village in December 1991.  An immature near the village turnoff in January 1992.  A partially black immature in the village in October 1992.  Two adults and an immature that appeared to have only recently fledged (reluctant to fly) along the watercourse between Limestone Camp and the tailings dam in January 1994.  A brown-headed, black bodied immature at the Limestone sewage ponds in December 1994.  An adult and a brown immature near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in October 1995.  A recent fledgling reported in the village in late December 1997.  Two adults outside the Production building for several days in July 1998.  A nest was being built at the airport in late July 1999.

Gymnorhina tibicen
2/25
( Australian Magpie

Uncommon, except for one (four in January 1993) moderately common at Limestone Camp.  Five on power lines near Alluvials in October 1990.  Two near Alluvials in April 1992.  Two near Alluvials twice in August 1995.  An adult and two juveniles at the airport in late July and August 2000.

Corvus bennetti
2/0
Little Crow

It is difficult to identify this species from the Torresian Crow (in Broome at the observatory we couldn't be certain even with the bird in the hand when banding it).  The main difference is the call which is somewhat subjective, but most crows are seen while driving.  I have recorded Little Crow on a few occasions based on the call, but never with total certainty.  A flock of ~100 at the disposals yard at the old Limestone Camp identified by call and size of the flock.

Corvus orru
30/31
( Torresian Crow

One or two moderately common to common on power lines, flying or in woodland, but see details of Little Crow above.  About 30 at the tip along Bent Way in April 1997.  A group of eight near the village in a boab with several corvid nests.  Corvid nests are moderately common in the taller trees, but I have no actual record of breeding.

Chlamydera nuchalis
6/8
( Great Bowerbird

Common (mostly individuals, but up to six in the dry season) in the village and in the LIA area at the mine site.  Moderately common near the Production building, less common along watercourses, and uncommon in other woodland.  The Yellow-throated Miners often chase them around the mine site.  There is a bower near the laundry on E road in the village, and a decorated display area without a bower was built under a eucalypt at Training.  They readily accept sultanas that I put out for them in the village, and people feed them fruit cake at the mine site including for several years one missing its upper bill.  One which caught a large grasshopper outside my office, spent about ten minutes trying to remove the wings and legs before a ta-ta lizard stole the grasshopper.  A male seen in early November 1996 in a vine covered tree outside the Production building several times plucked a leaf and then bounced sideways along a branch about 3m above the ground with wings slightly spread and lilac crest fully displayed, but no females were seen and no bower is present.  One advanced nestling found on the ground at the Administration building in December 1998.  An adult feeding a juvenile / immature at the village in early April 1999.  There is a bower next to the village tennis courts.

Mirafra javanica
4/54
Singing Bushlark

Common to plentiful (at least 100 in March 1993, and 200 in January 1995) in grassland between the airport and the lake late in the wet season (March/April)
, but only one seen in October 1993, none in October 1990 and ten in August 2000.  I haven't surveyed this area during the dry season.  One or two uncommon in the wet season near Limestone Camp.  Up to eight common in short grassland near the old Limestone sewage ponds.  One reported near Mt Evelyn in the June 2000 environmental surveys.  One seen along Snake Pit Road in June 2000 and two in July 2000.  One across Smoke Creek past the airport in September 2000.

Anthus novaeseelandiae
2/0
Richard's Pipit

Moderately common (up to five) in the grassland between the airport and the lake from October to March.  I haven't surveyed this area during the dry season.  One reported near Limestone Camp in December 1993.

Taeniopygia guttata
7/17
( Zebra Finch

Plentiful (usually breeding pairs, family groups or flocks up to 20) in most places except in the village.  Occasional large flocks with about 50 near the pumping station in October 1990, and at least 200 near the pond between the mine and Limestone Camp in December 1992 and January 1993.  Nesting observed in all months of the year, often renesting (the old nest is never reused) after fledging or failure.  Three or four nestlings seem to be the most common.  They nest at all heights (but mostly one to two metres above the ground) most commonly in acacia (especially near buildings at the mine site), although one pair used the nest of a Fairy Martin at the core shed in June 1994.  About 20 appeared to be catching insects on and beside the road to the old Smoke Creek camp in January 1992.  A nestling reported to have been taken by a Black-faced Woodswallow near the LIA in July 1996.  One carrying nesting material outside the Administration building in February 2000.  One pair reported nesting outside the Administration building in March 2001.

Taeniopygia bichenovii
2/1
( Double-barred Finch

Common to plentiful (up to 20) in and close to the village.  Moderately common near watercourses.  Uncommon elsewhere.  Adults flushed from nests in the village when walking past in most months of the year, but no sightings of nestlings or juveniles (I am very seldom in the village during the day).  About 50 at Flying Fox Creek spring in October 1994.  About 30 near Arthur’s Dam in June 1995.  About 30 at Devil Devil spring in September 1999.  Reported nesting near Smoke Creek in the June 2000 environmental surveys.

Poephila acuticauda
18/14
( Long-tailed Finch

Moderately common to common (pairs, small groups and flocks up to 20) in eucalypt woodland, coming in to drink at water, and the LIA area at the mine site.  Less common in the village and at the airport.  Reported nesting in Fairy Martin nests at the core shed.  Reported nesting halfway up a power pole at the LIA.  They also were catching insects with the Zebra Finches.

Poephila personata
2/2
( Masked Finch

Moderately common (individuals or small groups up to 4) in eucalypt woodland or coming in to drink at water.  Two adults and two immatures near Limestone Camp in May 1994.

Neochmia phaeton
1/0
( Crimson Finch

Scarce until November 1995 and locally common since then.  One on dead stump on an open bank near the barge on Flying Fox Creek in April 1992.  This was unexpected because there was none of the usual habitat (long grass, pandanus or typha) in the area.  About ten seen along the Ord River in January 1995.  About 15 reported at the LIA in November 1995, with five (including a male in breeding plumage) coming inside the workshop.  Up to ten (in ones and twos) seen in the typha between Warehouse 2 and the Wandarrie turnoff in January 1996, January 1998, August 1998 and September 1999.  Two outside my office in late October and early November 1996 and October 1997.  At least six in breeding plumage at Gap Dam in November 1996.  Nesting in a bougainvillea at the LIA.  Reported resident at the Alluvials including nesting in bougainvillea in January 1997.  A pair investigating a nest site outside Production in November 1997 chased away a pair of Zebra Finches.  Four seen outside Production in November 1997 and September / October 1999, and two common in December 1999.  Reported nesting at the LIA in December 1997, and at Environmental in December 1998.  Nesting at Environmental in December 1999.  Two near the Limestone sewage ponds in late December 1999, and February 2000.  Nesting outside Production building in February 2000.  Reported nesting at the Alluvials offices in early December 2000.  Nesting outside the Administration building in December 2000 and February / March 2001.  One male in the village in December 2000.

Neochmia ruficauda
not recorded
Star Finch

Rare.  Two near Limestone camp in late December 1999, at least two adults in April 2000 and one in September 2000.  Two adults at Alluvials ATD3 dam in January 2001.  Six adults at the Snake Pit Road turnoff in March 2001.
Emblema pictum
not recorded
Painted Finch

Uncommon.  Eight seen crossing the road to the old Smoke Creek camp in February 1992.  Two near the helipad at the mine in February 1992.  One between the village and sewage ponds in March 1992, six in June 1992, six in January 1994 and eight in October 1994.  A group of about ten reported drinking at pools in the pit in March 1993.  Six near the pond between the mine and Limestone Camp in December 1993.  One male drinking at a pool fed by a spring out past ICI in June 1994.  A few reported on North Hill in August 1996.  A flock of 20 and a pair near the old Limestone Camp in August 1996.  One at Gap Dam in August 1997.  A flock of 12 near Limestone camp in late December 1999.

Lonchura flaviprymna
not recorded
Yellow-rumped Mannikin

Rare.  One seen associating with a Chestnut‑breasted Mannikin near the helipad at the mine in February 1992.  Storr records it as scarce.

Lonchura castaneothorax
not recorded
( Chestnut-breasted Mannikin

Common (up to 50) in or near typha between the mine and Limestone Camp.  One in February 1992 had a white breast instead of chestnut.  Uncommon in the wet season near the Production building, including a male which died after flying into a window with a female seen nearby calling with a juvenile in January 1992.  About 20 near the Production building in January 1998.  Two drinking at a pool in Limestone Creek in March 1991.  Reported nesting for several years in typha in and around the thickener ponds in the process plant with a flock of 20 (half immature) seen in June 1995.  Two at the village sewage ponds in December 1998.  One near the rubbish tip in January 1999.  Six near the Alluvials turnoff in December 1999.  Very common (20+) near Limestone camp and near the Limestone sewage ponds in late December 1999.

Heteromunia pectoralis
1/24
( Pictorella Mannikin

Uncommon to moderately common.  Four beside the track to the sewage ponds in January 1992, two in June 1993 and four in August 2000.  Ten on the road to the old Smoke Creek camp catching insects in January 1992, and about ten in October 1993.  Two pairs and individuals along the road to the old Smoke Creek camp in February 1992.  About 20 ditto.  Five in March 1993.  About 10 across the road from the tailings dams in February 1992.  About 10 between the airport and the pumping station in April 1992.  Three near the lake in March 1993.  One near Limestone Camp in May 1993 and three in June 1993.  One near the siltation pond near ICI in January 1995.  Four near the pond between the mine and the old Limestone Camp in February 1995.  A pair and an individual near the Limestone sewage ponds in April 1995.  Four near Warehouse 2 in January 1996.  Four at the Wandarrie turn off in May 1996.  Four near old Limestone camp in May 1996.  Two drinking near the Wandarrie turnoff in January 1998.  One near Devil Devil Spring in May 1999.  Three at the sewage ponds in July 1999.  Five along the Matsu Valley in October 1999.  Reported near the Snake Pit crossing of Limestone Creek in the June 2000 environmental surveys and six seen in July 2000 including one immature being fed.  About 50 immatures at the lake in August 2000.  Two at the Alluvials ATD3 dam in March 2001.  Four between the village and Alluvials in March 2001.

Erythrura gouldiae
0/1
Gouldian Finch

Rare.  One black-headed adult seen and an immature reported in the village car park in early February 2000.  One red headed adult (probably female) reported outside Honeywell in December 2000.  At least three including two adult black-headed males in a flowering melaleuca in the village car park in early March 2001, one black-faced female the next morning, four adults (2 male, 2 female) about a week later, and one male in late March.  There are a few areas of eucalypt woodland that look suitable, so I would have thought that I would have seen this species more often if they occur regularly in the area.  The Gouldian Finch is endangered in the wild, and is the subject of several research projects into its decline.  It was a pair of the black-headed form seen in the environmental surveys.

Dicaeum hirundinaceum
3/12
Mistletoebird

Uncommon to moderately common before April 1995.  Common to very common since.  Three near the village in February 1992.  One at the village and two at the Alluvial mining area in March 1992.  A flock of about 10 in woodland near the #1 barge in April 1992.  Heard at Alluvials in January 1993.  Heard along the road to the old Smoke Creek camp in March 1993, and two seen in October 1993.  One male flying between Limestone Camp and the tailings dam in January 1994.  Two heard near Limestone Camp in May 1994.  One male outside my office in June 1994.  One heard near the village in June 1994.  One male near the Limestone sewage ponds in April 1995.  One heard out past ICI in April 1995.  One male in the village in May 1995.  Two females in flowering mistletoe outside Production several times in June 1995.  Moderately common in the village and outside my office in June/July 1995.  Common on East Ridge in August 1995.  Very common in the village in July and August 1998.

Hirundo nigricans
18/0
Tree Martin

Common to plentiful (loose flocks up to 200) between May and October, uncommon to absent from December to mid February, and small numbers moderately common to common at other times.

Hirundo ariel
2/1
( Fairy Martin

Plentiful (several hundred at times) in the wet season (October to April), with nesting colonies in most road culverts and at the core shed.  In 1992 they were plentiful until early February, but in 1993 they were still plentiful in April.  In 1992 and 1994 they began to reappear in September, but mid to late August is fairly common.  One seen at the core shed in June 1994.  One flying at the village sewage ponds in December 1997 had no tail.  One amongst about 100 Tree Martins at the village sewage ponds in August 1998.  About ten collecting mud near the light vehicle wash down bay in December 1998.  Reported in the June 2000 environmental surveys.  Very common in many areas in August 2000.  This is much more common than the ERMP.

Acrocephalus stentoreus
not recorded
( Clamorous Reed-warbler

Common to very common resident in most places with typha reeds.  A pair common in a small patch of reeds outside Honeywell office since at least mid 1995 with an unoccupied nest found in March 1996, and breeding in January 1999.  A juvenile with fluffy white throat, orange mouth and heavily streaked front and belly was close by.  One outside my office in December 1993 and quite often after November 1995 especially in the wet season.  One outside Security in May 1995.  At least two pairs breeding near the process workshop in typha reeds growing in the drains in early January 1998.  One nesting in a very small clump of typha at the light vehicle wash down bay in December 2000.  The few that I have been able to see have orange (not pink) mouths.

Megalurus timoriensis
not recorded
Tawny Grassbird

Rare.  One in typha over the road from the wooded swamp near the LIA in October 1991.  Storr only records it as occurring near the coast.

Eremiornis carteri
not recorded
Spinifexbird

Possibly locally moderately common close to the road to the old Smoke Creek camp.  One observed for ten minutes in January 1992.  It was calling from a branch in the middle of a dead woody shrub about 5 to 10 metres away.  The area is very stony with a lot of spinifex.  It was about the size of a Red‑backed Fairy‑wren but with a longer more pointed bill, a shorter, wider and less cocked tail and a flight similar to a wren but stronger.  It had a tan/brown crown with a pale eye brow, a brownish back, rump and tail, and it was paler underneath.  It did not move or stop calling as I first approached.  It flew several times to other dead shrubs, or to the top of clumps of spinifex probably chasing insects.  Another seen in and flying low over spinifex in early February 1992.  Another seen in an area near by as close as five metres in March 1993.  It spent a lot of time hopping between spinifex clumps with its tail cocked, as well as jumping up into low bushes.  It was aware of me, but relatively unconcerned provided I stayed still.  This is a significant extension to its previously known range.  Storr records it as moderately common, but only as far north as the Hardman Range (between Halls Creek and Warmun).

Cinclorhamphus mathewsi
0/76
Rufous Songlark

Moderately common to very common mostly during the wet season as found in the ERMP.  Mostly heard in woodland, but also seen on power lines and the top of trees.  One behaving as if it was protecting a nest near the sewage ponds in December 1994.  One to two heard at Wandarrie sewage ponds from June to September 2000.  Reported near Mt Evelyn in June 2000 environmental survey and two seen in August 2000.

Cinclorhamphus cruralis
not recorded
( Brown Songlark

Moderately common on the black soil plain near the lake, with three in October 1990 and common (at least ten) in October 1993.  Uncommon on the mine lease.  A pair nesting in spinifex near the Orica building in March 1991.  One on the power lines near the tailings dams in February 1992.  One near the ponds between the mine and Limestone Camp in January 1993.  Two at Alluvials in January 1993.  A female carrying food near Wesley Spring in March 1993.  One near the sewage ponds in June 1993.  A female between the airport and the pump station near the lake in October 1993.  A male near the old Limestone sewage ponds in March 1997.  A female near the rubbish tip in May 1999.  Storr has no record of breeding.

Cisticola exilis
not recorded
Golden-headed Cisticola

One or two moderately common near most ponds and in grassland near Lake Argyle.  Seen in breeding plumage and calling loudly and frequently in December 2000.


