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World 'not warming up'
GLOBAL warming is nothing to worry about and the world has more to fear from another ice age, a leading scientist claimed yesterday.
Professor Bob Carter said climate change was a natural occurrence and that global temperatures did not increase at all between 1998 and 2005.
Over the past six million years, there have been periods when temperatures were five degrees warmer than they are today, the Australian geologist added.
'Climate changes naturally all the time, partly in predictable cycles and partly in unpredictable shorter rhythms and rapid episodic shifts, some of the causes of which remain unknown,' said Professor Carter, a geologist at James Cook University in Queensland, Australia.
'We are fortunate that our modern societies have developed during the last 10,000 years of benignly warm, interglacial climate.
'But for more than 90 per cent of the last two million years, the climate has been colder, and generally much colder, than today.' Based on this record, a 'sudden natural cooling is far more to be feared', he said. This would cause 'infinitely more social and economic damage than the late 20th century phase of gentle warming'.
The British Government is investing millions in measures to stop reliance on fossil fuels, blamed for global warming. It is attempting to cut carbon monoxide emissions by 20 per cent by 2010.
But writing in the Sunday Telegraph, Professor Carter, who is involved in climate research, said the Government is misleading the public. Pointing to official records from the Climate Research Unit at the University of East Anglia, he said that between 1998 and 2005 there was actually a slight decrease in temperatures.
Many point to the period between 1970 and 1998 - when temperatures did increase - as proof that we are ruining the environment.
But, Professor Carter argued, a similar warming occurred between 1918 and 1940 - before the biggest phase of industrialisation - and cooling occurred between 1948 and 1965, 'when human emissions were increasing at their greatest rate'.
He said the Government is being 'scientifically brainwashed' and that politically incorrect science advice is not welcome in Whitehall.
But environmental campaigners said he was 'out of date'. A spokesman for Stop Climate Chaos said: 'We have to go with the best available advice and the top scientists, including the UK's Chief Scientific Adviser, Sir David King, are all saying it [global warming] is happening.' A Friends of the Earth spokesman said: 'The ice sheets are melting at unprecedented rates, there is unprecedented levels of flooding around the world and droughts in South-East England.'
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