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CO2 debate gets warmer

You headlined Prof Bob Carter's article on climate change "There IS a problem with global warming… it stopped in 1998" (Comment, April 9). As the World Meteorological Organisation has indicated, 1998 was the warmest year since records began in 1861, and was a peak because of the El Niño event in the Pacific ocean. The eight warmest years on record have all occurred since 1995 and global average temperature has increased steeply by 0.18C per decade since 1976.

Atmospheric levels of carbon dioxide are rising at an unprecedented rate. They were higher in 2005 than they have been for at least 420,000 years, and probably 20 million years, due to the burning of fossil fuels. This in itself would be grounds for concern even if there were not yet evidence for associated global warming. However, that evidence is now compelling.

(Lord) Rees of Ludlow, President, The Royal Society, London SW1

It suits the Government to subscribe to the global warming conspiracy (and that is what it is) as it gives them an excuse to raise billions of pounds in so called "green" taxes, justifying them as being for the good of the environment. The money raised is not, of course, spent on environmental issues but vanishes into Gordon Brown's pot.

Roger Millen, Folkestone, Kent

As Prof Carter confirms, we don't know enough to make any meaningful pronouncements on climate change, only to say that it does change and always has. My tutor on an Open University geosciences course, a well-respected scientist, has had his request for Government grants to undertake proper and extensive climate research refused.

John Marshall, Tetford, Lincolnshire

One of your correspondents who still seems to think that carbon dioxide is a major driver of climate change cannot have looked too closely at any ice age graphs. The last ice age started 140,000 years ago but carbon dioxide levels started dropping 25,000 years after that, which suggests that climate causes changes in carbon dioxide and not the other way round.

(Dr) Wilson Flood, Dumfries



