(13) FOR A BALANCED VIEW ON CLIMATE CHANGE - CALL THE TYNDALL CENTRE? 

Bob Carter [bob.carter@jcu.edu.au] 



Dear Benny, 

You may recall that I first sent the letter below to the Independent on November 5th, anticipating, correctly, that they would not publish it. 

As your Ashes cricket team is about to find out, Australian's are noted amongst other things for their obnoxious persistence. 

You will therefore not be surprised to find out that I next submitted slight variants of the same letter to The Guardian, The Times, The Australian and The Wall Street Journal. None of these papers have published it, at least so far as I know. Perhaps the Editors view my comments as ad hominem, though of course they aren't intended that way. 

The matter to which the letter refers - Mike Hulme's epiphany about climate alarmism - has had a little press coverage, but none of the accounts that I have seen has gone beyond faithful narration of the spun message. 

Provide you think it fit, I would appreciate your including the letter in CCNET, for it seems to me that the point made is worthy of promulgation to a wider group of interested persons. 

----------------------

November 5, 2006 

Dear Sir, 

Professor Mike Hulme, Director of the Tyndall Climate Centre, has had an epiphany. He writes on BBC News Viewpoint that "It seems that it is we, the professional climate scientists, who are now the (catastrophe) sceptics". He adds "The language of catastrophe is not the language of science", a truth that has been a long time coming from the UK's climate "professionals". 

Professor Hulme shows breathtaking chutzpah, for the view that he is now espousing is closely similar to that long held by thousands of professional scientists around the world. These persons are derogated as "climate sceptics" but are actually agnostic regarding the probability of dangerous human-caused change. They take just the balanced, empirical approach to the climate change issue that Professor Hulme now recommends. 

Nonetheless, it is good to have the professor's reassurance that the Tyndall Centre and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) are no longer going to support their views of climate change with "a cascade of value-laden assumptions which do not emerge from empirical or theoretical science". 

No more hockey-sticks then? 


Bob Carter 

Professor R.M. Carter 
Marine Geophysical Laboratory 
James Cook University 
Townsville, Qld. 4811, AUSTRALIA 
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