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CREDULITY, SUPERSTITION & FANATICISM

William Hogarth, 1762

“Every credible piece of scientific advice 
we now have, including that of Australia's 
peak scientific body, the CSIRO, tells us 
climate change is accelerating faster than 
previously feared.”

Definitions from: 
“The Shorter English Dictionary”
3rd ed. (revised), 1956

(James Norman, CSIRO)

OBSERVATIONS
EXPERIMENTS

HYPOTHESIS
TESTING

“That human-caused
CO2 (carbon dioxide)  
emissions are causing 
dangerous global 
warming”

OR, AS REPORTERS MORE COMMONLY ASK,

is global warming happening, then?

THE HYPOTHESIS OF THE DAY IS …..

Has global temperature warmedHas global temperature warmed

over the last few years?over the last few years?

CO2 = 365 ppm

380
4%

CO2 

TEST 1a

Slide courtesy of W. Eschenbach

Has global temperature warmedHas global temperature warmed

over the last 28 yr?over the last 28 yr?

TEST 1b

http:/ /www.worldclimaterep ort.com/index.php/2008/02/07/more-satellite-musings/#more-306

Data: Christie & Spencer, University of Alabama Huntsville
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WOOD DENSITY (MXD, 100 samples)

Summer T
(April-August)

Moving averages are plotted at 30 and 100 yr

Pinus sylvestris L. (Scots pine)
350-450 m asl, 680 N, Sweden

Is todayIs today’’s global temperatures global temperature

unnaturally high (last 1500 yr)?unnaturally high (last 1500 yr)?

TEST 2a

Mediaeval WP Little Ice Age

Data for this graph is online at <http://www.econ.ohio-state.edu/jhm/AGW/Loehle/>

(required: 20 dates over 2000 year period)

GRIP borehole T; pollen; Mg/Ca;
del-18O; lake diatoms; speleothems

Is todayIs today’’s global temperatures global temperature
unnaturally high (last 2000 yr)?unnaturally high (last 2000 yr)?

TEST 2b

Mediaeval WP Little Ice Age

A 2000-YEAR GLOBAL TEMPERATURE RECONSTRUCTION BASED ON NON-TREE RING PROXIES

BC | AD

Grootes, P.M., Stuiver, M., White, J.W.C., Johnsen, S.J., Jouzel J., Comparison of oxygen isotope records 
from the GISP and GRIP Greenland ice cores. Nature 366, 1993, pp. 552-554.

Slide after A. Illarionov, Powerpoint presentation, December 2004.
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Is todayIs today’’s global temperatures global temperature

unnaturally high (last 5000 yr)?unnaturally high (last 5000 yr)?

The Greenland Ice Core

TEST 2c

TIMING OF INDUSTRIAL CO2 OUTPUT v. T-CHANGE

Little relationship exists
between CO2 and T change
over the last 150 yrs

TEST 3

After: Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

ICE CORE CO2 v. T RELATIONS

(the “smoking gun”: and SURELY increasing atmospheric CO2 is dangerous?)‏

DOES CO2 LEAD OR LAG   
TEMPERATURE CHANGE?

280

180

TEST 4
In ice cores, changes in

T precede changes in
CO2 by ~800-2000 yrs.

CO2 does NOT force
temperature at the G/I scale

1 mm

DOES CO2 LEAD OR LAG
TEMPERATURE CHANGE?

DOME C
ICE CORE

ANTARCTICA

10 ka 20 ka

TEST 4
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CCSP 1.1 – Chapter 1, Figure 1.3F  PCM Simulations of Zonal-Mean Atmospheric Temperature Change

DOES THE PATTERN OF ATMOSPHERIC
TEMPERATURE CHANGE MATCH THEORETICAL 

PREDICTIONS OF GREENHOUSE WARMING?

TEST 5

DOES THE PATTERN OF ATMOSPHERIC
T-CHANGE MATCH THEORETICAL PREDICTIONS?

TEST 5

GHCN
RATPAC

UAH

IGRA

RSS

HAD AT2

After Douglass, D.H., J.R. Christy, B.D. Pearson, and S.F. Singer. 2007. A comparison of tropical temperature
trends with model predictions. International Journal of Climatology, DOI: 10.1002/joc.1651.
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FIVE TESTS

FIVE FAILURES

Our “provisional supposition” of     
dangerous greenhouse warming 
does not account for the known 
facts.

The greenhouse hypothesis is 
thereby falsified, i.e. rendered 
invalid.

http://scienceandpublicpolicy.org/images/stories/papers/reprint/UN_open_letter.pdf

103 signatories, including:
President, World Federation of Scientists – ZICHICHI
Director of a national research funding agency (Australian Research Council) – AITKIN
Director General of a comprehensive national research agency (NZ DSIR) – KEAR
Laureate of the UNEP Global 500 environmental program – BRYSON
Recipient of Mills Medal in Cloud Physics (Royal Meteorological Society) – AUSTIN
Recipient of Chapman Medal (Royal Astronomical Society of London) - AKASOFU 
Recipient of Meisinger and Charney Awards (American Meteorological Soc.) – LINDZEN 
Recipient of the Max Planck  Medal – DYSON
Distinguished Emeritus Professors – 24 in total

The letter details some of the serious science 
misrepresentations in the IPCC Summaries for 
Policymakers, calls attention to the outdated 
nature of some IPCC conclusions, and shows 
that balanced economic analyses do not support 
measures to restrict energy consumption for the 
purpose of diminishing CO2 emissions. 

The signatories explain further that the current 
UN approach of curbing CO2 emissions is likely 
to increase human suffering from future climate 
change rather than to decrease it - because 
attempts to drastically cut CO2 emissions will 
seriously slow development.

Why it matters

http://iafrica.com/news/sa/843730.htm

• Climate has always changed, and always will. There is
nothing unusual about present-day rates of change.

• Attempting to stop climate change is an
expensive act of utter futility. 

• The only sensible thing to do about climate
change is to prepare for it – both benign
warmings and the more dangerous coolings

• Atmospheric CO2 is neither a pollutant, nor the primary
forcing agent for temperature change; rather, CO2

is a benefice for humankind.

The Mediaeval Warm Period

The Little Ice Age

Important Conclusions

• The assumption that prior to the industrial
revolution the earth had a “stable” climate is
simply wrong.

AND, ABOVE ALL, 
REMEMBER THAT
THIS IS YOU
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