Simon Upton Calls for Development of a Middleground View

on Human-caused Global Warming
Yes (former) Minister – it’s called preparing for certain natural climate change; 
and, in GeoNet, New Zealand has an established,  world-best-practice agency

with which to implement such a cost-effective policy.
In an article published in the Dominion Post last week (Dec. 2), Simon Upton called for the development of a new middle ground policy to deal with the vexed problem of possible dangerous human-caused global warming caused by industrial carbon dioxide emissions.

In a parallel item in the Dominion Post today (Dec. 8), Professor Bob Carter explained why Mr Upton is right, and proposed just such a middleground policy. 
The science of dangerous human-caused warming remaining completely uncertain, and the world financial crisis biting, this is indeed the last time at which a government should be implementing a speculative emissions trading policy.
A practical and sensible middleground view on climate change is already espoused by many accomplished scientists around the globe, especially those who are agnostic regarding the issue of dangerous human-caused warming. It being the case that natural climate change is anyway an environmental and social peril, these scientists believe that all nations need to fashion climate policies that prepare to adapt to future change, be that warming or cooling, or natural or - as possible but not yet demonstrated - human-caused. 


The Dominion Post edited out of Professor Carter’s article his explanation of how New Zealand’s established, world-best-practice, environmental hazard warming system, called GeoNet, could be harnessed to the cause of detecting, warning of and responding to future climate changes (the unabridged article may be read as item 101 here: < http://members.iinet.net.au/~glrmc/new_page_1.htm>)

Climate change as a natural hazard is as much a geological as it is a meteorological issue. Geological hazards are mostly dealt with by providing civil defence authorities and the public with accurate, evidence-based information regarding events such as earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, tsunamis, storms and floods (which are climatic events), and by adaptation to the effects when an event occurs. The additional risk of longer-term climate change differs from other geological hazards only because it occurs over an extended decadal time-scale. This difference is not one of kind, and neither should be our response plans.

In dealing with the certainties and uncertainties of climate change, the key issue is prudent risk assessment. The main certainty is that natural climate change and variation are going to continue, and that some manifestations—droughts, storms and sea-level change, for example—will be expensive to adapt to. The real danger posed by current global warming alarmism, and the speculative emissions trading legislation based upon it, is that the alarmism is distracting attention and resources away from the need to develop a sound policy of adaptation to those natural climate vicissitudes that are certain to occur in the future.

GeoNet (<http://www.geonet.org.nz/>) is an agency established precisely for the function of giving advice and warning about natural environmental hazards, and, through the Earthquake Commission, recompensing persons affected by them. GeoNet currently deals with earthquakes, tsunami, volcanic eruptions, storms and landslides. With very little modification of approach, GeoNet could also incorporate a function that monitored and advised on climate changes, both natural and possibly human-caused. 
Even were generous funding to be provided to expand GeoNet to fulfil a climate change role, the overall costs would be orders of magnitude less than those caused by the introduction of an unnecessary, ineffectual emissions trading scheme. To boot, contingent damage to the economy, the standard of living and the world food supply would be avoided.
More detailed explanations regarding the current uncertain state of global warming science, and the way in which an adaptive policy is best-suited to deal with the known climate risks, are contained in two attached papers, which are also accessible on the web at the two following links:

<http://www.quadrant.org.au/magazine/issue/2008/451/the-futile-quest-for-climate-control> 

< http://www.eap-journal.com/index.php>
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