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Cold hard facts debunk global warming alarmism
The planet is likely to cool rather than heat up over the next 30 years, predicts Bob Carter

INSIGHT

HE National Oceanic and At-

mospheric  Administration re-

ported that October in the US
was marked by 63 record snowfalls
and 115 lowest-cver temperatures.

Over the past few years, similar
signs of colder than usual wealher
have been recorded all over the world,
causing many people to question the
still fashionable, but now long out-
dated, global warming alarmism. Yet
individual wealher events or spells,
whether warmings or coolings, tell us
nothing necessarily about true climate
change.

Nonetheless, by coincidence, grow-
ing recognition of a threal of climalic
cooling is correct, because since the
turn of the 2Ist century all real world,
long-term  climate indicators have
turned downwards. Global atmosphe-
ric lemperature reached a peak in
1998, has not warmed since 1995 and,
has been cooling since 2002. Some
people, still under the thrall of the
Intergovernmental Panel of Climate
Change’s disproved projeclions ol
warming, scem surprised by this cool-
ing trend, even to the point of denying
it. But why?

There are two tundamentally ditfer-
ent ways in which computers can be
used to project climate. The first is
used by the modelling groups that
provide climate projections Lo the
[PCC. These groups deploy general
circulation models, which use complex
partial differential equations to de-
scribe the ocean-atmosphere climate
system mathematically. When fed with
appropriate initial data, these models
can calculate possible future climate
states. The models presume (wrongly)
that we have a complete understand-
ing of the climate system.
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GCMs are subject to the well-known
computer phenomenon of GIGO,
which translates as “‘garbage in,
God’s-truth out”.

Alternative computer projections of

climate can be constructed using data
on past climate change, by identitying
mathematical (often rhythmic) pat-
terns within them and projecting these
patlerns inlo the future. Such models
are statistical and empirical, and make
no presumptions about complele
understanding, instead, they seck to
recognise and project into the future
the climate patterns that exist in real
world data.

In 2001, Russian geologist Sergey
Kotov used the mathematics of chaos
to analyse the atmospheric tempera-
ture record of the past 4000 years
from a Greenland ice core. Based on
the pattern he recognised in the data,
Kotov extrapolated cooling trom 2000
Lo about 2030, followed by warming to
the end of the century and 300 years of
cooling thereatter.

In 2003, Russian scientists Klyash-
torin and Lyubushin analysed the
global surface thermomeler lempera-
ture record from 1860 to 2000, and
identified a recurring 60-year cycle.
This probably relates to the Pacific
decadal oscillation, which can be
caricatured as a large scale Ll Nino/La
Nina climatic oscillation. The late
20th century warming represenls Lhe
most recent warm half-cycle of the
PDO, and it projects forwards as
cooling of one-tenth of a degree or
more to 2030.

In 2004, US scientist Craig Loehle
used simple periodic models to analyse
climate records over the past 1000
years of sca-surface temperature from
a Caribbean marine core and cave air
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temperature from a South African
stalactite. Without using data for the
20th century, six of his seven models
showed a warming trend similar to
that in the instrumental record over
the past 150 years; and projecling
forward the best fit model foreshadows
cooling of belween 0.7 and | degree
Celsius during the next 20-40 years. In
2007, the 60-year climate cycle was
identified again, by Chinese scientists
Lin Zhen-Shan and Sun Xian, who
used a novel multi-variate analysis of
the 1881-2002 temperature records for
China. They showed that temperature
variation in China leads parallel varia-
tion in global temperature by five-10
years, and has been falling since 2001
They conclude ““we sce clearly that
globhal and northern hemisphere tem-
perature will drop on century scale in
the next 20 years™.

Most  recenlly, Ilalian scientist
Adriano Mazzarella demonstrated sta-
tistical links between solar magnetic
activity, the length of the Larth day
(LOD), and northern hemisphere wind
and ocean lemperalure palterns. Ile
too contirmed the existence of a
60-year climate cycle, and described
various correlations (some negative).
Based on these correlations, Mazzar-
clla concludes that provided “‘the
observed past correlation hetween
LOD and sea-surface temperalure
continues in the future, the identitied
60-year cycle provides a possible
decline in seca-surface temperature
starting from 2005, and the recenlt data
seem to support such a result™.

Thus, using several fundamentally
different mathemalical lechniques and
many ditferent data sets, seven scien-
tists all forecast that climatic cooling
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will occur during the first decades of
the 2lst century. Temperature records
confirm that cooling is under way, the
length and intensity of which remains
unknown.

Yet in spite of this, governments
across the world egged on by
irrational, deep Green lobbying —
have for years been using lheir finan-
cial muscle and other powers of
persuasion lo inlroduce carbon dioxide
taxation systems. For example, the
federal Labor government recently
spent $13.9 million on climate change
advertising on prime time television
and in nalional newspapers and maga-
zines.

Similarly, the London-based Insti-
tute for Public Policy Rescarch advised
the British Government ‘‘ultimately,
positive climate behaviours need to be
approached in the same way as
markeleers approach acls of buying
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and consuming It amounls to
treating climate-friendly activity as a
brand that can be sold. This is, we
believe, the route to mass behaviour
change.”

Introduction ol a carbon dioxide tax
to prevent (imaginary) warming, eu-
phemistically disguised as an emis-
sions trading scheme, is a politician’s,
ticket clipper’s and mafia chief®s
dream. All will welcome a new source
of income based on an invisible,
colourless, odourless, tasteless and
often unmeasurable gas. No commod-
ity changes hands during its trading,
and should carbon dioxide emissions
actually decrease hecause of the exis-
tence of a carbon dioxide markel
(which is highly unlikely), the odds are
that it will have no measurable effect
on climate anyway. Nonetheless, the
glistening pot of gold which heckons to
be mined [rom the innocent public is
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proving nigh irresistible, and it is going
to need a strong taxpayer revolt to stop
it in Australia.

The present global financial crisis
should be inducing politicians not to
squander money on non-solutions to
non-problems. Yet to support their
plans for emissions taxation Western
governments, including ours, are still
propagating  scientifically  juvenile
greenhouse propaganda underpinned
only by circumstantial evidence and
GCM computer gamesmanship.

Perhaps a reassessment will finally
occur when two-metre thick ice devel-
ops again on Father Thames at
London Bridge, or when cooling
causes massive crop failure in the
world’s granary belts.

Bob Carteris an adjunct professor of
geology at James Cook University.
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