Letter to the Editor

Berwick Advertiser

April 23, 2009
Dear Editor,

As a participant, I was astonished to read Robert Letham’s account in your paper of the successful Heartland-2 Climate Conference in New York in early March.

Mr Letham, and your readers, need to understand that the scientists present at the New York conference, unlike their counterparts who attended the IPCC conference in Copenhagen the same week, were under no requirement to conform to a pre-determined consensus view; that view being that human carbon dioxide emissions are causing dangerous global warming. Rather, all scientists present were of independent mind and association, in view of which it is remarkable that their one point of agreement was that there is no human-caused global warming crisis; as meteorologist John Coleman, founder of the US TV Weather channel puts it - none, zip, zero, zilch.

The two most important facts are these. First, that after a phase of mild warming between about 1970 and 1998, global temperature has now been cooling for ten years. Second, over those same ten years atmospheric carbon dioxide has increased by 5%. These facts are a test of the hypothesis that warming (let alone dangerous warming) is caused by increasing carbon dioxide levels, and the hypothesis fails the test. A third vital fact is that the mild warming that occurred during the late 20th century was in no way unusual in either its magnitude or its rate: the geological record contains many examples of temperatures warmer than today’s without damaging environmental consequences. Those of your readers who are interested in obtaining more detail on these matters may care to consult articles 92, 95 and 115 on my website, at: http://members.iinet.net.au/~glrmc/new_page_1.htm
In future, Mr Letham should concentrate rather more on the science at issue, and rather less on unnecessary and inaccurate ad hominem abuse.

Yours etc.

Bob Carter

Professor of Geology 
