Unpublished Letter to The Australian


May 8, 2009
Dear Editor,

What a welcome article from Alan Wood (“ETS delay is not enough”), who at last acknowledges the now undeniable case for dropping carbon dioxide taxation legislation altogether. Noting the rare exceptions from the mining sector, Mr Wood is right to criticize the pusillanimity with which business leaders have approached the global warming issue – always seeking to do deals to enhance their own position rather than flatly opposing the bad legislation that an ETS has always represented. 

One must, however, take exception to one of Mr Wood’s other points, when he professes a rather naïve faith in the Productivity Commission to provide useful advice on complex scientific issues. Regrettably, the Commission demonstrated its incompetence in this regard a few years ago with an oh-so-politically-correct (but scientifically inaccurate) report on the Great Barrier Reef. 
Unless and until the government establishes a separate “Science Court” to adjudicate on such issues (a move that the US considered in the 1970s), controversial science issues such as allegedly dangerous human-caused global warming can be resolved authoritatively only by setting up an appropriately staffed Royal Commission.

Yours etc.

Bob Carter

