The NZ Herald

Letter to the Editor

(unpublished; January 15th, 2011)

Re: Queensland deluge holds lessons for us

Dear Editor,

You say (Editorial, Jan. 13th) “That, in turn, means New Zealand should be awake to the lessons of this deluge, just as it should have learned from the Victorian bushfires”

Indeed. And the main lesson is that natural climate events and change are immensely damaging, and need to be prepared for and adapted to. Regrettably, New Zealand’s (and Australia’s) capacity to prepare for and adapt to damaging climate-related events are greatly reduced by the eye-watering amounts of effort and money that both countries squander on illusory attempts to “stop global warming”. 

You might as well try to stop the Wellington fault from moving, or Ngaruhoe from erupting - though at least those events are certain to occur in future, in contrast with the entirely hypothetical and unlikely dangerous warming from human carbon dioxide emissions.

Apart from the generous and much appreciated help that New Zealand has instantly offered to Queenslanders in mopping up after these catastrophic natural flood events, the most sensible step for John Key to take now is to repeal the emissions trading bill and put some of the money saved into expanding your world-best-practice GeoNet hazard warning system to deal with all climate change hazards.
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