Unpublished Letter to The Australian 
From: Robert M Carter [mailto:bob.carter@jcu.edu.au] 
Sent: Sat 09/07/2011 09:34
To: 'letters@theaustralian.com.au'
Subject: What benefit is given?
Dear Editor,

Your editorial, “Purpose, not politics, the real test of carbon tax” (WA, July 9-10), reiterates, for perhaps the tenth time in recent memory, that: 
“This newspaper has long supported the need for a market-driven approach to carbon (sic) emissions: the benefit from reducing greenhouse gases is a given”.

But you have yet to explain to your readers why you see the benefit as given. For the expected return for a taxation impost that will approach $100 billion by 2020 (via a tax of $23/tonne of carbon dioxide emitted) is the possible prevention of global warming by less than one-thousandth of a degree Celsius.

Most Australians have long been signalling that they would prefer spending on environmental issues to be both effectual and economically efficient. In contrast, the government’s present plan to tax carbon dioxide represents economic vandalism, is strongly regressive and will have no measurable effect on future climate whatever. Is that what you mean by a “given benefit”?

Yours etc.

Professor Robert (Bob) M. Carter
Townsville
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