Unpublished Letter to The Australian 
From: Robert M Carter [mailto:bob.carter@jcu.edu.au] 
Sent: Friday, June 9, 2011
To: 'letters@theaustralian.com.au'
Subject: Global warming

Dear Editor,
Commenting on a 2009 Sky News statement about global warming by the Leader of the Opposition, Professor Matthew England (“Credit where it’s due; below) asserts that Mr Abbott’s “claims do not stand up to scientific scrutiny”.

On the contrary, Mr Abbott was quite accurate in his comments. As was already apparent in 2009, the average global temperature has failed to increase since 2001 despite an increase of 5% in the atmospheric carbon dioxide level over the same 10 years – an increase which, to boot, represents more than 20% of all human emissions since 1751. 

These data provide a test of Professor England’s favoured hypothesis that dangerous global warming will be caused by human-related carbon dioxide emissions. The hypothesis fails the test.

Yours etc.

Bob Carter

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Credit where it’s due 

CHRISTIAN Kerr's article wrongly reports, "The footage of (Tony) Abbott was uploaded to YouTube by University of NSW Climate Change Research Centre scientist Matthew England on Friday" ("Wong 'sceptical' over tax", 8/6).

The video was uploaded by renowned mythbuster John Cook, as detailed on his Skeptical Science website. Cook had drawn the Sky News video clip to my attention and I in turn forwarded the web link to Tony Jones at the ABC.

While the media have focused on the comments made by Abbott during the 2009 SkyNews interview on a carbon tax, which is understandable, my concern as a climate scientist was over his remarks that climate science was far from settled, that global temperatures were, if anything, cooling over the past decade and also his doubting the link between carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere and global warming.

Those claims do not stand up to scientific scrutiny: the link between greenhouse gases and planetary temperatures has been known for more than a century.

Professor Matthew England,
University of NSW Climate Change Research Centre
