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Voyage to Vancouver
26 April 2012 to 23 May 2012

We left Perth in 
the afternoon of 
26 April for a 
flight to Beijing 
via Singapore.

On arrival, we 
were met by tour 
guide Lisa who 
took us to our 
hotel, the Novotel 
Peace, which 
was centrally 
located, just 

about a kilometre 
and a half from 
the Forbidden 
City.

Though we 
would have liked 
a lie-down after 
the long journey, 
our room wasn’t 
ready for another 
two hours.
We weren’t too 
tired, however, 

for a nice slow 
walk around  the 
area, having a 
cup of coffee in 
the delightful 
courtyard of the 
YWCA Garden 
Hotel, and an 
interesting and 
stimulating time 
at the Wangfujing 
Shopping Street.
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Our Route
From Beijing to Vancouver
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We  bought a large block of candied 
mixed nuts (bottom left), which, later 
on in the voyage, proved to be 
Cheryl’s undoing when she chipped 
her front tooth trying to bite a piece 
off.
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While there were lots of 
scorpions, cicadas and 
other exotic foodstuff 
available if you wanted a 
snack, we opted for some 
plain old-fashioned 
dumplings.

Wangfujing Shopping Street
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Beijing,  An Afternoon Walk

Once our room was ready, we had a 
much needed nap.   Later, fully 
refreshed, we found our way to Tien 
An Men Square and the Forbidden 
City.

Our way back in the early evening 
took us on the perimeter of a hutong 
where we stopped at a quaint little 
noodle shop for dinner.
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Beijing Icons

Outside the Forbidden City, 
with the famous portrait of 
Mao.
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Some well known 
Beijing sights 
(clockwise from top 
left): the Drum 
Tower,  the Temple 
of Heaven, the 
Marble Boat 
Pavilion and the 
Tower of Buddhist 
Incense, the last 
two of which were 
at the Summer 
Palace.
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Roof detail in the Forbidden City.  

The ridges of each roof are topped with 
figures of mythical creatures, the 
number and the size of which indicate 
the relative importance of the building 
within the complex.
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Our second day in Beijing included a visit to the 
Sacred Way, the Ming Tomb of Emperor Yong Le 
and the Great Wall at Mutianyu.

The Sacred Way



In our previous visit to 
Beijing in 1998, we had 
visited the Great Wall at 
Badaling and the Ming  
Tomb of Emperor Wan Li.

The Great Wall at Mutianyu 
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Clockwise from top left: 
Badaling 1998; Forbidden 
City 1998; Forbidden City 
2012; Mutianyu 2012 11



The Ming Tomb of the 
Emperor Yong Le12



On our final day in Beijing, we gave up the ancient  
sights in favour of the modern and visited Olympic 
Park, to see the famed Bird’s Nest athletic stadium 
and the Cube swimming venue.

A Visit to Olympic Park
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After four days in Beijing, on 
1 May 2012, we travelled to 
the port of Tianjin, where we 
boarded the ship, the 
Diamond Princess.

From Tianjin, we set sail for 
the Chinese city of Dalian.

The Diamond Princess



Our first port of call was Dalian, where 
we took a tour through the city and 
visited a senior citizens community 
centre where seniors performed 
dances with great enthusiasm and 
enjoyment. 

We also saw Xinghai Park, Dalian's 
central city square, reputedly the 
largest in Asia. 

Then we followed a very scenic coastal 
road with large bungalows and cherry 
blossom trees in full flower. 

We visited Tiger Beach, a popular local 
landmark and had lunch at Regent 
Restaurant.  

Dalian
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This windmill was on 
the beautiful coastal 
road we drove on.

The Thousand 
Footprints memorial 
was in Xinghai Square, 
and the robot rickshaw 
puller was a ride 
offered at Tiger Beach.

Finally, we went to the 
Polar Aquarium where 
there were exhibits of 
seals, penguins, polar 
bears and other marine 
life.  There was also a 
performance with 
several dolphins and 
beluga whales.20



Busan
In this Korean city, we went 
on an excursion to the 
Bemeosa Temple complex, 
followed by a walk through 
the Fish Market and food 
alleyways in central Busan .

We walked along 
underground shopping 
malls, which went on for 
kilometres, linking the 
underground train stations.  

Back above ground, we 
soon got lost in the maze of 
alleyways full of shops, but 
found our back to the ship 
on time. 
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Photos show the 
underground mall, and 
the food markets above 
it.  A variety of cooked 
and raw foods were 
available.
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In this city, we visited the 
Far East Federal University 
Scientific and Historical 
Museum.  Across the road 
was the Pokrov (Protection 
of the Mother of God) 
Church.  

Then we proceeded to 
Central Square and the 
GUM department store.  

We  walked to the 
Triumphal Arch, St 
Andrew’s Chapel next to it, 
and visited the Submarine 
Museum which is housed 
inside a WW II submarine. 

Vladivostok
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On the left are displays from the FEFU Museum, the 
lower picture showing a photo of the Truimphal 
Arch which was demolished during the Revolution 
for being symbolic of Tsarist power.  It was rebuilt in 
2003.

In the town square, is this Monument to the 
Fighters for Soviet Power in the Far East.

25



Top left is the Railway Station, which is the eastern 
terminus of the Trans-Siberian Railway, a statue of 
Lenin (above), and the domes of the Pokrov 
Church. 26



The reconstructed 
Truimphal Arch, the 
GUM Department 
Store, and St Andrew's 
Chapel, sited next to 
the Arch.

27



Above, the view from the Eagle’s 
Nest, a hill overlooking the port; 
and below, the Submarine 
Museum and the World War II 
monument next to it.
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Sailing away from 
Vladivostok in the 
Golden Horn Bay, under 
the yet to be completed 
Russky Island Bridge.
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Lake Toya was beautifully 
still and mirror-like when 
we visited.  We then took 
the cable car up to the 
crater of nearby Mt Usu. 

The smoking vents of Mt 
Showa-Shinzan next to 
Mt Usu were a striking 
sight.  

On the opposite page, 
the top picture shows Mt 
Showa-Shinzan and the 
smoking crater below is 
that of Mt Usu’s.

Muroran
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The statue of is that of 
Masao Mimatsu, the Mt Usu 
postmaster who recorded 
the eruption and growth of  
Mt Showa-Shinzan 1944–
1945.

The snow covered mountain 
is Mt Yotei, known as the 
local Mt Fuji, because of its 
symmetry.
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Muroran street 
scenes, and a glimpse 
inside a Pachinko 
parlour.
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Walking in Muroran, we chanced across signs 
leading to a Shinto shrine up on a hill.  While it was 
quite a climb, we were rewarded with a delightful 
and serene temple at the top.
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Between Muroran and the next port of call, 
Seward in Alaska, we had six days at sea.

These were spent enjoying the dining the 
ship offered and the quiet lounges where 
we could catch up on processing our 
holiday photographs, the daily afternoon 
movies and nightly stage shows.

At this time, the ship entered the Unimak 
Passage and we passed by some of the 
Aleutian Islands, namely Akun Island (right), 
Ugamak Island and Uniman Island.

The weather became colder and we had 
some snowfall on the ship.

Six Days at Sea
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Kodiak Island; 
snails and duck for 
dinner; and 
afternoon tea on 
the covered deck.
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Here, we took a tour up the scenic 
Seward Highway, visiting the 
Turnagain Rehabilitation Centre for 
native Alaskan animals. It was a 
long drive. about an hour and a half, 
with light rain and snow along the 
way. 

Lunch was at Aleyska Ski Resort 

We had sunshine on the drive back, 
making the beautiful scenery even 
more spectacular.

Seward
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Typical scenery along the 
Seward Highway.  On the right 
is the Alaskan State flag at the 
entrance to the Turnagain 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre, 
and some wood bison there.
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Resurrection Bay, 
Seward
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After Seward, it was another  
day at sea before we reached 
Juneau.  The highlight of this 
day’s cruising was a visit to 
the Hubbard Glacier.

The Hubbard Glacier
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A couple of cruise ships from the Holland-America 
line beat us to the choice berths on  the docks.  On 
the touring front, we visited a salmon hatchery and 
then proceeded to the Mendenhall Glacier.

Juneau
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After Mendenhall Glacier (left), we had a 
BBQ lunch at a Salmon Bake, before 
spending some time in Juneau checking 
out the shops.
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We boarded a catamaran, the St Nona,  for the 
Misty Fjords cruise. Initially we sailed through lots 
of interconnected inlets, but then the scenery took 
on the classic fjord features, with steep cliffs and 
waterfalls. We saw a whale, bald eagle, seals and 
also a small glacier.

Ketchikan





The spectacular Rudyerd 
Bay Punchbowl
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Above, seals basking in 
the sun, and in this picture, 
Eddystone Rock
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We disembarked from the 
Diamond Princess early and 
got to our hotel in Vancouver, 
the Rosedale on Robson, 
where we were joined by Yue 
Yeong who took us on a drive 
to Stanley Park and a lookout 
to view the beautiful city, 
before visiting his home for 
breakfast.

Then it was off to a dim-sum 
lunch at Burnley and a drive to 
the City and the shops at 
Gastown.

Later in the afternoon, we went 
to Richmond fishing port, and 
ended the day with a Japanese 
dinner at Hachi Hana’s.

Vancouver
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We left our hotel early to board a 
coach for the ski resort of  Whistler, 
driving on Highway 99 (also known 
as the Sea to Sky highway) along 
the coast, going up the mountains.

 A stop was made at Britannia 
Beach which had a native arts and 
crafts shop and also at Shannon 
Falls and surrounding park. 

 At Whistler, we checked into the 
grand old Fairmont Chateau 
Whistler.

Whistler
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Fairmont Chateau Whistler 
(above and left) and one of the 
numerous cafes in Whistler 57



The interesting and informative Squamish 
and Lil’wat Cultural Centre
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The return trip to Vancouver was via the 
Rocky Mountaineer.  We saw spectacular 
scenery along the way especially gorges, 
rivers, ravines and waterfalls. 

The train slowed down at scenic spots to 
allow for photographs and it also had two 
open carriages to facilitate picture taking.  

Service on the train was excellent. Each 
carriage had a steward who provided 
passengers with drinks and snacks.
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On this final day of our 
long vacation, Celeste and 
Yue Yeong picked us from 
our hotel and we had 
lunch before visiting 
Granville Island and 
Queen Elizabeth Park prior 
to heading off to the 
airport for our long journey 
home.

Going Home
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