
Amakusa Shiro Tokisada, teenage leader of 
the Shimabara Rebellion in 1637
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Destination Japan

April 2014 saw Cheryl and Arthur embark on yet another 
cruise, this time on Royal Caribbean Lines’ Voyager of the 
Seas.

The cruise started from Singapore, which afforded them 
another opportunity to visit relatives, and went on to call at 
the ports of Hong Kong, Kaohshiung and Taipei in Taiwan 
and Nagasaki and Tokyo in Japan.

Above, God of Education, Chihkan Tower, Tainan, Taiwan 

Cover photo shows a Futarasan Shrine in Nikko, Japan
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Destination Japan
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

On 9 April 2014, Cheryl and Arthur left Perth to fly to Singapore, where they boarded the Voyager of the Seas 
for a  ten-day cruise to Hong Kong, Kaohshiung and Taipei in Taiwan, and Nagasaki and Tokyo in Japan.  

They then spent  a few days in Tokyo before flying home via Kuala Lumpur.

Their single afternoon in Singapore was spent visiting relatives and they set off on their holiday late next 
morning.

They returned home on 24 April 2014.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The photo below shows the Singapore skyline from the deck of the ship prior to departure.



Ports of Call

This map shows the ports 
visited by the Voyager of the 
Seas on this cruise.

Photos on the right show 
Hong Kong Harbour, 
Building 101 in Taipei and 
morning subway commuters 
in Tokyo.
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Old godowns along the Singapore River

Singapore
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In a short afternoon, Cheryl 
and Arthur managed to 
make visits to three 
relatives, namely, Irene and 
Paul (top left), Auntie Rose 
(bottom left) and Mama, 
thanks to Gracie driving 
them around
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Top left,  the River View Hotel in 
Havelock Road, where they stayed.

Top right, a view of the Singapore 
River from the hotel room.

Photos below show Cheryl, during 
their morning walk along the 
Singapore River, and the crowd 
waiting to board the Voyager at the 
Marina Bay Cruise Terminal.
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The Ship
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Amidst lots of glitz and 
glamour, the main feature of 
the Voyager of the Seas is the 
arcade-like promenade made 
to look like a shopping street 
(pictures on previous page).

Cheryl attended a cupcake 
decorating class and made a 
hamburger and chips out of 3 
cupcakes.

Arthur enjoyed the Egyptian 
motif of the function room 
Cleopatra’s Needle.
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Their cabin: photos 
show the sofa and 
glass table, the bed, 
dressing table/desk 
with tv and part of the 
bathroom, which had 
the smallest shower 
ever.
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Cheryl and Arthur watched several shows at the La 
Scala theatre on board, but only really enjoyed the 
singing group The Diamonds (top left).

A 3-D movie was eagerly anticipated by Arthur, but it 
proved to be a disappointment.

The one really good show that both Cheryl and Arthur 
enjoyed was the Ice Odyssey at the ice skating rink.

Photo on the following page shows the main dining 
room, Carmen, in which they had most of their meals.
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They also 
enjoyed dinner 
one night at the 
Johnny Rockets 
hamburger 
diner.
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Hong Kong
For their first shore excursion, Cheryl and Arthur had a 
foggy and rainy day in Hong Kong, with views from the 
top of Victoria Peak obscured by mist.

They did, however, get a pleasant ride on a sampan in 
Aberdeen and got some shopping done in Stanley 
Market.



Cheryl at the Peak.

Above, rooftop gardens.
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A sampan ride through Aberdeen.

Next page, views of Stanley 
Market, where Cheryl shopped for 
their soon-to-be born third 
grandchild.
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Tainan

The ship docked in Kaoshiung, 
Taiwan.  Cheryl and Arthur took an 
excursion to the town of Tainan, 
about a hundred kilometres away.



Chihkan Tower

Originally built by the Dutch in 1653 as Fort Provintia, it was destroyed by an earthquake in the 19th century and rebuilt as Chihkan Tower. 

Taiwan’s greatest hero Koxinga (Zheng Chenggong) drove out the Dutch in1662 and the above monument on the grounds of the Tower 
commemorates this event.
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Confucian Temple

This was built in 1666 by the son of Koxinga and served as Taiwan’s first official school. 

Since its inception, the temple has undergone more than 30 renovations, but it still retains its historical integrity and is one of Tainan’s 
premier tourist attractions.
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The Dismount 
Monument - a 
sign in two 
languages 
(Chinese and 
Manchurian) 
requesting 
horsemen to 
dismount 
before
entering the 
temple, as a 
sign of 
respect.
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Taipei
The following day, the ship docked in 
Taipei.

Cheryl and Arthur took a tour of Taiwan’s 
capital city and saw the once tallest 
building in the world, Building 101 (photo 
on page 2).

This photo shows a major attraction, the 
Chiang Kai Shek Monument.



Inside the Chiang Kai Shek Monument, 
and on right, lunch at the Grand Hotel.
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The National 
Revolutionary 
Martyrs' Shrine



Nagasaki

They were unsuccessful, 
and with the help of the 
Dutch, the Japanese 
stopped the rebellion and 
beheaded approximately 
37,000 Christians and 
peasants.

After docking in Nagasaki, Cheryl and 
Arthur took a tour to Shimabara 
Peninunsula to see the castle there.
The city is also the site of the 
Shimabara Rebellion in which 
Christians and locals who were 
unsatisfied with grossly high taxes 
and oppression of Christianity fought 
to regain control of the territory.
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Top, a view of the town from the top floor of Shimabara castle.  
Azalea hedges were in full flower in the grounds of the castle, 
and on the right, a bell in its tower. 
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The grounds at 
Shimabara Castle
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The pictures above and to the left show the outer moat of the castle, 
some 15 meters deep and up to 50 meters wide, much of which has 
now been converted into public and vegetable gardens.

Below, a depiction of what the castle with its moat might have looked 
like in its heyday.
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Near Shimabara Castle, is 
the Samurai Village.  This 
street in the village has a 
central channel through 
which runs crystal clear 
water from a nearby spring.
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Cheryl and Arthur visited a 
couple of Samurai houses 
open to the public and 
enjoyed the displays inside.
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Their last stop before departing 
Nagasaki was to see the houses 
buried by mudslides following the 
eruption of Mt Unzen in 1991.

A grand sayonara was given to the 
Voyager by the town of Nagasaki, with a 
brass band and marching girls.
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Tokyo
The cruise ended in Tokyo, 
with Cheryl and Arthur taking 
the train from Shinagawa 
Station near the port to 
Ikebukuro, where their hotel 
was situated.

Pictured on this page is the 
Ginza District, which they 
visited, also by train travel, a 
little later in the day.



While awaiting their 
hotel room, they had 
lunch at a nearby 
burger joint and then 
a walk around the 
neighbourhood.
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Street scenes in ikebukuro around the Metropolitan Hotel.

Cheryl and Arthur also came across a Bangladashi food fair in a local park 
(top right, following page).  Below that picture is the entry to Ikebukuro 
Station, a place which they used frequently during their short stay here.
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Their hotel room, and their first 
experience of a fully automatic 
Japanese toilet (photo above).
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A trip to the Ginza
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Dinner in the Ginza

39



Hakone



The long drive to Hakone  
(about 80 kilometres 
southwest of Tokyo) ended in 
disappointment as weather 
conditions that day 
prevented Cheryl and Arthur  
from viewing Mt Fuji.  

They had planned to drive up 
to Mt Fuji to the fifth station, 
but bad weather closed the 
road at the first station 
(right).

However they had a pleasant 
surprise in that the cherry 
blossom season was in full 
swing in Hakone, even 
though it had ended in 
Tokyo.
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After a nice lunch at a local hotel, they 
rode the Hakone Ropeway to a hilltop 
to view Owakudani, a volcanic valley 
with sulphur vents and hot springs.
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Following that, they took a 
boat ride on Lake Ashi.  
Again, Mount Fuji was 
supposed to be viewable 
from here, but bad 
visibility on the day 
prevented that.
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Finally, the 
highlight of the 
day, riding the 
Bullet Train from 
Odawara Station 
to Tokyo.
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A nice 
Japanese 
dinner to end a 
long day with
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Nikko
For their final day of touring in Japan, Cheryl and Arthur caught up 
with Cheryl’s old friends Yasuhiko and Yasuko Inoue, whom she last 
met in 1978. 

Cheryl and Yasuhiko were participants in a 3-month management 
consultancy course in the Netherlands together with others from Asian 
countries.

Yasuko joined her husband for part of the stay. 

They took Cheryl and Arthur to see Nikko which is about 125 
kilometres north of Tokyo famous for its Toshugu Shrine and the 
beautiful scenery.



They first took a train from 
Ikebukuro to Asakusa, and 
while waiting for the 
connecting train to Nikko, 
they visited the Buddhist 
Sensoji Temple (the oldest 
in Tokyo, said to have been 
built in 628 AD) where a 
giant lantern hangs.
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A 5-storey 
pagoda 
located within 
the temple 
grounds.

The Big Lantern
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On the train to Nikko



Street scene in 
Nikko

The sacred 
Shinkyo Bridge
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Yasuhiko and Yasuko hired a taxi to 
take the party touring.

View from Akechidaira Plateau

Kegon Falls, the 
third tallest 
waterfall in Japan
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This photo shows Lake 
Chunzenji, created 20,000 
years ago when Mount Nantai 
erupted and dammed some 
rivers.

At Chuzenji Onsen near Kegon 
Falls, (above) Cheryl decides on 
a possible souvenir, while 
Yasuko and the taxi driver go 
over the itinerary (left).
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Mt Nantai, 2486 metres tall, an 
active volcano on the shores of 
Lake Chuzenji.



They visited the 
original Shrine in 
Nikko, the 
Futarasan Jinja 
Chugushi Shrine.





Cherry blossom trees on 
the way to Kanman-ga-
fuchi Abyss, a confluence 
of two mountain streams 
in a pristine setting.



A row of about seventy 
statues of Jizo, a 
Bodhisattva who cares 
for the deceased, look 
out over the river.
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The Abyss



The highlight of the trip to 
Nikko was a visit to the 
Toshugu Shrine, the final 
resting place of Tokugawa 
Ieyasu, the founder of the 
Tokugawa Shogunate that 
ruled Japan for over 250 
years.



It is a huge complex of shrines and 
other buildings. 

Unusually for Japanese shrines, these 
are decorated with intricate and ornate 
carvings, paintings and statues, much 
of them in gold, showing a Chinese 
influence.
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Toshugu shrine’s 
three famous 
carvings 
depicting the 
Three Wise 
Monkeys, the 
Sozonozo 
Elephant, (done 
by an artist who 
had never seen 
an elephant) and 
the much loved 
Sleeping Cat.
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The Karamon 
Gate, leading to 
the main shrine.
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A late lunch of corn 
and butter ramen 
ended a memorable 
day.
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In the lobby of the 
Metropolitan 
Hotel, awaiting 
transfer to Narita 
Airport for the 
journey home.

Holiday’s End


