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Ports of Call
This cruise started from Fremantle on 3 August 
2014 and called at Komodo Island, Makassar 
(Ujung Pandang), Semarang, Bali and Lombok.  
From there, there was a three-day journey back 
to Fremantle, arriving on 18 August 2014.

A special highlight of the trip was the excursion 
from Semarang to the ancient Buddhist temple 
of Borobudur, which for Cheryl and Arthur was 
the main reason for this trip.
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The Sea Princess proved to be an enjoyable ship to cruise in.  Cheryl and Arthur enjoyed the meals, the shows and spent 
many hours at trivia quizzes.  Some of the artwork adorning the ship also took their fancy: the one on this page was situated 
just outside the passageway to their cabin and was admired every day as they walked by.

The Ship



Lunch on the deck

Afternoon 
tea at the 
Traviatta 
(bottom 
photos)

At their favourite 
restaurant, Cafe 
Corniche, which 
served pasta and 
pizzas.
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The Traviata Restaurant



Views of 
the cabin
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Waking up and 
finding themselves 
in Lombok



Clockwise from top left: another much 
admired piece of artwork, this huge 
one at the Princess Theatre with a 
mirrored and illuminated art deco 
frame; drinks orders being taken 
before the show;  and Stardust with 
Goldie LaMoy and Sam Holder;  trivia 
time at the Vista Lounge.
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Passengers 
enjoying the 
deck

At the 
Crooner’s 
Lounge

Shopping Arcade

Art auction at the 
Wheelhouse Bar
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Komodo 
Island



Our first port of call was Komodo Island.  The ship 
moored some distance off shore and passengers were 
tendered to the island which was a National Park, to see 
the Komodo Dragons.
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Komodo dragons 
have a life span of 
50 years.  Their 
length is about 3 
metres and they 
weight around 70 
kilograms.

These giant 
monitors Lizards 
can run very fast 
with a speed up to  
20 km/h.

The park rangers 
use these forked 
sticks to keep them 
away at a safe 
distance.

Our group only saw 
two dragons, 
whereas another 
group saw seven.

There were also 
quite a few deer on 
the island (next 
page).
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Cheryl and Arthur 
also took a short 
boat ride to Pink 
Beach.



Awaiting the 
tender to return 
to ship.
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Whilst out on deck taking photos of the sunrise one 
morning, Arthur was thrilled to witness anti-crepuscular 
rays in the sky on the side opposite the sun.

This was something he had only learnt the existence of 
a few months back.

This page shows the sunrise, and the following the anti-
crepuscular rays.





Makassar



After Komodo Island, the next port of 
call was Makassar, also known as 
Ujung Pandang.

The port was a busy one with lots of 
local passengers waiting to board 
another local ship, presumably 
ferrying them to another island.

Passengers on the Sea Princess were 
welcomed to the city by a group of 
little boy dancers and musicians.

One of the first places we visited was 
the local  Terung Market (next page).
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Following the market, their next stop was Fort Rotterdam, where they were greeted at the 
front by a statue of Sultan Hasanuddin, a local ruler in the 17th century.  Apart from viewing 
the historic Dutch buildings, Cheryl and Arthur were treated to an acrobatic demonstration 
of their sport of Sepak Takraw and some traditional snacks.
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Lunch was at the Hotel Golden Makassar, situated on the waterfront and this afforded a view of the city (above).  There 
was also a wedding reception occurring at the same time, and Cheryl and Arthur were intrigued to see the custom of 
wedding guests presenting the couple with large decorated signs wishing them well.  Arthur photographed some well 
dressed wedding guests preparing to depart the reception on their motor scooter.
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After lunch, they went on to visit Bantimurung Falls, where large crowds of local people were picnicking and 
enjoying themselves.  Cheryl and Arthur were very interested to see a tree with lots of fruit on the trunk and 
branches, and later learnt that it was a Sea Fig.
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Not far from Bantimurung Falls was a little village which proved to be the most 
interesting visit of the day.  Cheryl and Arthur were amazed to see the hundreds of 
bats roosting in the trees above the village rooftops.



Borobudur



The third port of call was Semarang, but Borobudur was what 
Cheryl and Arthur came on this cruise to see.  Arthur had been to 
Borobudur in the mid-70’s, but Cheryl hadn’t.

It was a long way from Semarang to Borobudur, a journey of 
about three hours, even with a police escort to take the excursion 
through traffic jams (photo on left).

The above photo shows Javanese dancers welcoming the ship’s 
passengers at the port in Semarang.
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On the way to Borobudur, the bus 
journey was interrupted to allow the 
passengers to take a train ride from 
Tuntung Station to Ambarawa Station.

It was a magical ride through scenic 
rice fields and a wonderful opportunity 
to observe Indonesians going about 
their daily lives in their part of the 
world.
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Borobudur dates from the 8th and 9th centuries and is 
located in central Java. It was built in three tiers and the 
walls and balustrades are decorated with bas-reliefs.

Around the upper platforms are 72 openwork stupas, 
each containing a statue of the Buddha. The monument 
was restored with UNESCO's help in the 1970s.
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The long journey home was broken by 
afternoon tea and souvenir shopping with 
a wayang kulit demonstration provided.
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Bali



This was Cheryl and 
Arthur’s second visit to
Bali, the first being in 
1971.

From the ship, they were 
tendered via a 
catamaran, the Bali Hai II, 
to the port of Benoa .

From there a mini-van 
took their group on an a 
tour of parts of Bali.

The picture on the 
previous page shows 
Ulun Danu Temple which 
is set on the shores of 
Lake Bratan.

The dancer on the right 
was part of a troupe 
welcoming the 
passengers to Bali.

Their first stop was to a 
batik factory at Tohpati 
(next page).  This was 
interesting as it showed 
the various stages of the 
batik printing process 
and the equipment and 
printing blocks used.
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To Cheryl and Arthur, the next stop, Sangeh Monkey Forest, was completely  unrecognizable from their first visit.

Pictures on the next page show the refreshment stalls and a couple of the many monkeys there.



54



The Twin Lakes of Buyan and Tamblingan.
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Lunchtime saw Cheryl and 
Arthur being taken on a long 
drive up a bumpy and narrow 
dirt road took them to an 
excellent restaurant at 
Munduk with beautiful scenic 
views.



Souvenir shopping on 
the way back to the 
ship.
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Lombok



This was the final port of call prior to the three day journey home to Fremantle.  Cheryl and Arthur enjoyed their day in Lombok greatly, an 
island that reminded them of their experience of Bali forty years ago, a step back in time from what Bali had become.
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Next they went to Cakranegra where Balinese invaders built their palace at Majura.  The Hindu influence is very noticeable 
with many shrines in house compounds and businesses.  The Majura Water Palace is significant because it is the only Hindu 
temple in Indonesia with an Islamic and Chinese influence. Nothing is left of the Palalce except for the temple in the middle 
of a lake which makes it appear to 'float'.

Their first stop was at the weaving village of Sukarara (preceding page) where they visited a co-operative venture in which 
the village women hand-weave kain songket, often with metallic thread.  Their workmanship was excellent and Cheryl 
bought a nice piece. 
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Pictures on the previous page shows the statues at the Majura 
Palace depicting Arab, Chinese and Jewish residents in their day.

This page shows scenes from the Lingsar Temple, built in 1714, 
which is another Hindu shrine (this time dedicated to Vishnu) but 
which welcomes Buddhist and Muslim worshippers as well.

Following this, they drove to a small art and craft centre at 
Gunungsari.  A little display of martial artswas put on at their 
arrival and Cheryl went shopping for a t-shirt for Rhys. (Photos 
next page.)
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Their final stop for the day was 
at the Sheraton Hotel in 
Sengiggi, where they had lunch 
with a local country and 
western band playing.

After lunch, they had a nice 
walk in the beautiful hotel 
grounds and on the beach 
nearby.

This was the final excursion of 
the journey as the Sea Princess 
then commenced the 3 day 
journey back to the port of 
Fremantle.
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