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A Cruise Down The Mekong
On 28 November 2010, Cheryl and Arthur arrived in Siem Reap, Cambodia 
to fulfil a long-held wish to see the famed Angkor Wat

After a few days in Siem Reap, they were to go to the Tonle Sap to board 
the RV Indochina Pandaw for a cruise down the Mekong Rover, visiting 
Phnom Penh and finishing the cruise in Saigon, Vietnam.

This is a photo Album of some of the highlights of the trip.
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Raffles Hotel D’Angkor

From Siem Reap Airport, 
Cheryl and Arthur were taken 
to the Raffles Hotel D’Angkor, 
which is only about seven 
kilometres from Angkor Wat.

They had a very comfortable 
stay here, walking through 
lemongrass-scented corridors 
to lavish breakfasts each 
morning.

From here, they took tours to 
Angkor Wat, Angkor Thom 
and the fascinating Ta Promh 
temple, preserved as it was 
when first discovered in the 
jungle. 
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Angkor Wat

It was on a really hot day that 
Cheryl and Arthur visited the 
biggest religious complex in the 
world.

Even though there were countless 
tourists there, and restoration 
works were in full progress, they 
enjoyed the atmosphere of the 
place - a place that they had spent 
so much time in school reading up 
on.
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Angkor Thom

The following morning, 
Cheryl and Arthur visited 
this old city, it temple at 
Byon, the Elephant Terrace 
and the Leper King’s 
Palace.
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View from the 
Elephant 
Terrace

Souvenir shops in the 
temple grounds.  Tourism 
is a major revenue earner 
for Cambodia.

Elephant rides 
at the 
entrance to 
Angkor Thom.
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Ta Promh

That same afternoon, 
they spent a magical 
time at the Ta Promh 
temple.









Tonle Sap

November is the start of the dry 
season, and this lake, the largest 
freshwater lake in South-east Asia 
is still navigable by the Pandaw.

In a month or so, this would no 
longer be possible.
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It is from this lake that Cheryl and Arthur commenced their 
cruise along the Mekong on the RV Indochina Pandaw, a 
riverboat carrying a maximum of 60 passengers.

From hereon, they were privy to captivating views of the river 
life of the Cambodian villagers, farmers and fishermen.
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Mosques along 
the Mekong
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A silk weaver and his family 
in one of the kampongs 
along the Mekong.
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Rural scenes - the fruit 
is a nangka or jackfruit, 
familiar to Cheryl and 
Arthur from their 
childhood in Singapore 
in the fifties.
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Phnomn Penh

A morning was spent exploring 
the King’s Palace situated in 
Cambodia’s capital Phnom 
Penh.



Within the 
Palace grounds: 
a scale model of 
Angkor Wat can 
be seen behind 
Cheryl.

Cheung Euk 
Memorial 
dedicated to the 
victims of the 
Killing Fields.
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Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum

A former high school (seen at left) was used as a detention centre for 
interrogation, torture and murder by the Khmer Rouge.

This is one of the larger cells, reserved for more “important” prisoners.



Lots of ferries run 
regularly and take 
passengers across the 
Mekong very quickly.





A Kampong scene, 
again reminiscent of 
Cheryl and Arthur’s 
childhood days in 
Singapore.



Some Kampong 
dogs and a City 
dog.
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The Cambodian-
Vietnamese 
Border as viewed 
from the river
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Vietnamese market 
scenes
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Brick and tile 
manufacturing in 
Vietnam



Factory workers

Elegant 
lacquer 
artwork in a 
Saigon shop
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Saigon

In this city, Cheryl and Arthur stayed at the very comfortable 
Caravelle Hotel.  Like the Raffles D’Angkor in Siem Reap, they 
had lavish buffet breakfasts each morning.

They did lots of walking around the city and also took tours to 
various places of interest.

Photos on the opposite page show the Opera House, which 
lies just in front of the Caravelle Hotel.
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The Reunification Palace



Cheryl and Arthur standing 
in front of one of the two 
tanks that knocked down 
the Palace gates in 1975.



Saigon street 
vendors
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City Hall, with Ho Chi 
Minh’s statue in front.



Left: Notre Dame Cathedral
Above: Saigon Post Office
Opposite Page: Shopping in Saigon
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Al  fresco dining, 
Nha Hang Ngon 
Restaurant
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French Restaurant, 
Le Toit Gourmand
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The holiday over, Cheryl and 
Arthur left for home on 8 Dec 
2010 after a most enjoyable 
and interesting trip.

They would dearly love to 
return and experience more 
of Cambodia and Vietnam 
some time soon.


