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IN1RODUC110N 
Welcome to the SYMPHONY-91 MUSIC PLAYER. S'YS'rBY, the emtios aew m'lllical IIOftwarc 
iDtcr&ce for both the TRS-88 Model m aud Modcla 414p/4d. W"llh the SYMPHONY-91 MUSIC 
PIA. YBR. SYSTBM, )'011 can quickly aad cuily CDjoy the symphonic mclodica of pm-rec:orded muaieal 
aelectiona from the vat IIUIIic I"CCCC va C'l. the SYMPHONY -9f) library llfti1ablc to )'OU at w:ry low COlt 
from the ~91 MD6ic lJbnry Colktioa, OWDCd aud operated by Compr11tr Nr:w& • fm oaJ:y S4 
per cliak. ColllidcriDs that thcro BR anjWbaae from 18 to 2! or more music .6lca per disk, this equals out 
to a\'ei'IF juat 15 c:euu per file. A truly P!eziog 'falue for )'001' dollar. 

To IIUlb 111C of the music pla)'CZ' IJilem, JOil will DCCd to haYc a SYMPHONY -9f) or ORCHBSTRA-9f) 
banlwaao iDterfacc .,.,netted to JOUI' computer. Tbe ORCHBSTRA-9f) budwue iDterface ia 110 1oDaer 
available, althouah a great many TRS-88 uaen bad oace c#ained thia device from Radio SluM:k. Tbe aew 
aDd improved SYMPHONY -9f) hudwme iDter6Mz ia available e:llduai:vdy from COIIJJiflltJI' Ntlflll • ad 
provide~ much better IOUDd quality than the a1rcad.y p:at IOIIDd which wu available from the 
ORCHBSTRA-91 iDterf.:e. 

Tbe SYMPBONY-911 MUSIC PIA YBR. SWI'BM allows JOU to play m'Diic fm up to S 9Dicel tJuoush 
your stereo syatcm c:ormcct'-'Ci to the hardware iDterfacc. Model III awncn can enjoy up to 4 9Dicea. 
Model 4 OWIICl'B. aDd thole uai.ag their Model 4 c:omputcn iu the Model m mode can eajoy up to S 
voiced muaic due to their c:apadty to opcnte at a much falter 4 MHz c:1oc:k speed. Plcuc be aware that 
playiiJI millie «hipcd for S voice~ can play em c:omputcn capable of playiua oa1y 4 1'0icm without 
trouble, em:ept that the Sth YOice will DOl be beard. 

DI81RIIIU110N DISK FORIIATB 
The SYMPHONY -911 MUSIC PIA YBR. SYSTBM ia IIYii1able iD two c:oafipratioaL Tbe Modcl 4 w:nion 
will work em. the Modcl 414pl4d. Ita filca BR ltored em a liDslc li.ded doable cleaaity 48 tnct dlta disk, 
ud ia IUdeblc bj all Model 4, DOS-6 c:ompaliblc IJileml. Model 4 MULTIDOS uaen muat keep iD 
miDd that their DOS ia MDM11r an mlwwaf Moclcl m DOS, aad llboa1d tbcreforc 1IIC the Model m 
'Vel'lioa, u the Model 4 version ia iD.comJNill"blc with their DOS. The Model m YCI'Iion ia provided OD a 
liD&Ic lidccl double dclllity 48 tnlck LDOS format data dilk. If JOU an: 1J1iDs the Model m TRSDOS 13 
or NBWDOS/81J 2.8 Disk Operating s,.tc:m, you can boot up the SYMPHONY -91 MUSIC PIA. YBR 
SYSTBM cliak iD Drlw :8 by iJ11crtiDs it IDd preaaiDa the RESET switcb, and allow the diltribution disk 
to copy ita fi1ea to a SINGLE SIDBD double deuity diak formatted by your DOS, by following the 
simple iDitructioal pnMdccl on the IICI'eea by the copier IJilcm on the diaL 

QUICK START INS'IRUC110NS 
AltboaP it ia plua em. the part rl the uacr to fully read iultrudions before using ANY program. it ia a 
common fact rllifc that mOlt uacn an: too amioua to usc a program (or think they know all there ia to 
bow .boat it ayway). Therefore bcrc ia ,aur path to quietly uliDg the diak which came in this package. 

PIF -1m s. 



If you are u.siq the Model ill version and are further opcratiag UDder NEWDOS/11> or TRSDOS 1.3, 
you will need to format a blank SINGLE SIDED double dcaaity 40 track data diak. NEWDOS/80 uacn 
abou1d refrain &om •c:rcatiYc• formatti.D& ad sboald lllick with the •ltaDdard" Model m aiDslc lidccl 
double deuity NEWDOS/IIJ format u clcacribccl in JOUr opcratcra lll8D1Ja1. ODCC )'OU ba¥C the cliat 
formatted for either of thcac DOS systcma, boot up the SYMPHONY~ MUSIC PLAYER SYS'l'EM 
diak aDd follow the easy iDatructioaa provided on the sc:rcea to copy the filca &om the diatributiOD cliat 
to )'0111' data cliat. POl' future work, you abould c:msidor tbia DOW cliat u JOIII' workiDg MASTBR cliat. 

If you arc uaiDg any other DOS, or are uaiDg a Model 4 DOS, or if you ha'V'C created a disk uaiDg 
TRSDOS 1.3 or NEWDOSIIIJ which JOU am read from, it ia in JOIII' belt interest to lUke a blaup 
mpy of the SYMPHONY-90 MUSIC PLAYER SYSTBY cliat before procccdina my furtlicrl Aftez 
malcing )"DUU' backup, put the original diak away in a safe place, UliDg the backup mpy for all )'0111' future 
work. 

QUICK DEliO 
You arc DOW R*ly to gol EDaurc that JOIII' SYMPHONY~ or ORCHESTRA~ bardwaro iDtorfMe ia 
propcdy n•ncded to the 50-pin cud c:dgc COIIDC'!CtOI' oa the bottom or bact of J'OUI' com~c:r acconliDs 
to the iDataDation iDatructiona provided with the bardwuc. Abo be IUI'C that you ba¥C the interface 
connected to your atcrco ayatcm via RCA c:ablea md it ia switched on. 

Once you ba¥C eaaured that the hardware ia properly c:onnected and ready to go, &om the DOS Ready 
prompt type SYMFKEY SYMFPLA Y and IJI'CU the ENTER key. This command will activate the 
SYMF'ICBY /CMD p-osram, which will in tum 1CCC11 the SYMFPLA Y /KEY file. Y 011 will thea aeo a 
menu diap1ayccl, looking 110111ething lite thia: 

A: Rtd 16 A......._ K: &117 or die Oletll.trn 
B: Alltl I Low: Biz L: H t I " {Milt • lb:itlaorw) 
ca. SJ 5• r1 a M: CA.,__• 
D: .an--. Sa1J6 N: Gid1l Jr.t w..r to IUwJ Pa 
B:.. .... a.a.to # 3 0: Gloria 
P: a "ml ORCH P: A= • 5 a.-a, 
G: n.ID 16 a-;. OJtmlq RoM 0: lldlD 
H: ~ Rllm R: & ...... Drit fr1r • Hem 
I: Dll:m • Mdiaw Lilz: • n..r: s: awa .. nar MiMI 
J: D ,.. J. die n.f' T.- !I!J ,...._. 

&~~:r Sc:ic •· A-T. z to~ al( ,.. x to ourr 

As you can see &om c:arefu1 cumination of the sacca, )'00 can aelect p1ayiDs a file by typing the letter 
(also number, for capccially long menus) diaplaycd to the left d. the deac:ription, pruffling a co1oa (:). 
For C!lltl!lplc, to play the 10118 called •Rock Me AmacJena•, )'00 would prcu the •A• key, or to play 
"Ently d. the GJ.adialors•, you would press the "K" key. As you am see from readiDg the bottom line, you 
can preu the •z- key to play all 20 music filca, one after the other, or you can press the •X" key to quit 
and return to the DOS prompt. 

Other IDCil1l filca can be obtained from Disk # SYJIP!JfXJ and Disk # SY1tiXMRJO &om the 
SympboDy-90 MJ18ic Library collt:Ction, available from Computer Nr:ws 80. Be sure to uk about any other 
menu diab wbic:h may be available by the time you order. 



FILES ON 1HE DISK 
There arc a total of 26 files on the SYMPHONY -90 MUSIC PLA YEll SYSTBM disk. There arc 4 
program files, 2 data files, and a total of 20 ready-to-ron music files. 

PLA YICMD - This program in the "star" of this package, and is the program which allows you to enjoy 
your music files. 

ASC2SYMICMD - This program converts flles from standard ASCU files, having an I ASC ftle extension, 
which some SYMPHONY-90 or ORCHESTRA-90 music files arc stored in on some computer bulletin 
board systcma, to SYMPHONY -90 format, having a /SYM file atcnsion. 

SYM2ASCI'CIID - This program does the opposite of ASC2SYMICMD in that it will c:onwrt 
SYMPHONY -90 files to ASCD format, in cue you need to edit a music file to correct a smriDg error 
or change the voicing arrangements to suit your pcnonal tastes (Note: music programming bowledge 
required). 

SYMPICBYICMD - This utility allows you to use p~programmed menu flles (special rues having a 
/KEY extension) that provides an interactive user interfacing environment which makes using 
PLAY /CMD even easier than what it already is. 

SYMPPI.AY/J[H1'- This data me is a menu flle which can be used by SYMFKEY/CMD to allow you 
to play the 20 files included on this disk by choosing ftles to play from a menu, to include playing all 20 
files consc:c:utively by making only a single key selection (Disks conta;ning menu files for ALL diab in 
the SympbOtJy-90 Music Library Collection arc now available from Computer News 80). 

SYMPPLA Y /TXT - This is an ASCU text file which is for your reference, and lists the music files on 
the SYMPHONY -90 MUSIC PLAYER SYSTBM disk, and explains what each music file's actually playa 
(i.e., what song it plays). 

All other files have a /SYM me extension, and arc music files which can be played using PLAY /CMD, 
or selected using the SYMPKEY /CMD interactive user interface. 

USING PLAY/Cim 
To use PLAY /CMD is almost as ea.~y a.~ falling off a log. All you have to do is append the PLAY 
command with the name or names of the file(s) to play, separated by spaces. For example, if you wanted 
to play ANTHEM/SYM, which is on this disk, you would enter the oommand PLAY ANTHEM. When 
PLAY loads, it will fll'lll look for a file called ANTHEM/SYM. If it does not find it, it will look for a 
file called ANTHEM/ORC. If it doc.~ not find either, it will c:Dt to DOS. The /ORC atension is of 
course the eztension used for ORCHE~IRA-80 music files. If you wish, you can add an extension to the 
file. Thus entering PIA Y ANTHEMISYM will cause PLAY to look specifically for ANTHEM/SYM, and 
will not subsequently look for any /ORC variation. Additionally, you can also specify a drive specification. 
Thus PLAY ANTHEM:l will cause play to look for ANTHEM/SYM on Drive :1, and if it is not found, 
it will look for ANTHEM/ORC on Drive :1. If you enter PLAY ANI'HEMIORC:l, it will look 
exclusively for ANTHEM/ORC on Drive :1. 

By default, if you do not provide a file extension when selecting to play a music file, PLAY will fmt 
look for a file with a /SYM exten~ion, and i£ it is not found, it will look for a file with an /ORC 
extension. However, if you have a very large ORCHESTRA-90 music file collection, you can patch a 
working copy of PLAY/CMD (:\lOT 1hc original) to first look for a default extension of /ORC, and then 
looks for a file with a /SYM extension. Thi~ is done by patching either the Model Ill or Model 4/4p/4d 
versions of PLAY /CMD at hexidccimal address 5200 with a non-zero value. 

For TRSDOS 1.3: PATCH PIAY/CMD (ADD•S200,PIND•OO,CHG•FF) 

For LDOS StrRSDOS/LS-DOS 6: PATCH PLAY/CMD (X'S100'•FF) 
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USING ASC2SYMICMD 
If you have a SYMPHONY -90 or ORCHESTRA-90 file which baa been stored ill ASCll format, you can 
COD\"Crt it to a format usable by PLAY /CMD. To am~ the file, you must cnmrc that the file baa an 
IASC file extension. Usc the RENAME mmmand to chauge it to this if it currently docs DOt ba¥e it. 
You then issue the command: ASC2SYM filename Be sure that you do NOT include a file Clteuioll. 
You can optionally include a drive specification. For example, to convert a file called SAMPLE/ ASC on 
Drive :1, you could usc the mmmand ASCZYM SAMPLB:L 

\\'ben you enter the mmmand, another file will be created with the same filename, but with a /SYM file 
extension. If you specify a drive number, this file will be aeated on the same drive, othcrwiae it will be 
created on the first available non-writc-protec:tcd drive which c:ontaiDa a readable . disk. 

USING S1112ASC'CIID 
If you ba¥e bwwlcdgc of the music language used by SYMPHONY -90 and ORCHESTRA-90, you may 
wish to uac this utility to correct buga which you may find in files obtained claewhcre than from the 
SympboDy-90 Mu&ic Library CollectiOD, or if you desire to c:baDp an arrangement, you can uac this utility 
to convert a SYMPHONY -90 music file to ASCII format, where you can uac a standard wordproc:easor or 
text editor to edit the file and make your changca. You can afterward uac the ASC2SYMICMD program 
dcsribcd above to convert it back to /SYM format. The file you wish to amw:rt must ba¥e a /SYM file 
extension. If it does not, you can usc the RENAME mmmand to c:lumgc it to /SYM. You then iaaue the 
r.()Dimand· SYM2ASC filename. Be sure that you do NOT include a file extension. You can optioaally 
include a drive specification. For example, to convert a file called SAMPLB/SYM on Drive :1, you CXJuld 
usc the command SYM2ASC SAMPLB:l. 

When you enter the command, another file will be created with the same filename, but with a I ASC file 
extension. If you specify a drive number, this me will be created on the same drive, otherwise it will be 
created on the first available noo-writc-protec:ted drive which contains a readable disk. 

USING SYIIFKEY/CIID 
To uac the SYMFKEY /CMD menu interface, you must ba¥e a spec:ial1y constructed menu file having a 
/KEY file extcaaion. These !KEY mea allow you to conwniently sclec:t music for playins by cbnoains 
from a meau. You activate SYMFKEY by using the command: SYMPKBY fileneme, whCI'C filmeme ia 
the name of the !KEY file. You do not need to include the !KEY flle extension, as it will be included 
by default. You can also include an optional dri"Ye specification. As demonatrated from earlier in this tell, 
the further usage of this program requires no more explanation. 
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ntOUBLESHOOTING GUIDE 
If PLAY /CMD keeps trying over and over to load a muaic: file, then the file contains an error in ita 
SCXJI'iDg, and will ha\-e to be COI'I'CCtcd. Thia is vr:ry nrc, Uld is poui'blc OD files wbich arc DOt a part m 
the SympbOtJy-90 Music Libnuy Collt:etion. Apin, this ia rare, but poui'ble. If you undcntaDd the 
ORCHBSTRA-90 music I•JIIP"'IP; you can use SYM2ASC/CMD to CODYCrt the file to ASCII fOI'IIW, 
and then use a tell editor to edit and correct the IICXJI'iD&. Usc .ASC2SYMICMD to COII\'e11 it back t~ 
SYMPHONY_. format. Sony, Computt:r NtiWll M doea DOt have the fadlities to COI'I'CCt JOUI' problem 
with files you obtaiDad from IIOIII'CCI other than their CJWD. 

If the PLAY proaram ~ to load JOUI' file, but 110 m'lllic ia produced, c:bcck )'OUI' hanlwue 
connections. AliO be sure that your stereo system ia tumecl OD and that the cmnortiona to J'OIIf stcn:o 
from the allllpalcr arc IClcc:tcd. Molt frultrationa Oil the part m the 1IICI' ia due to the 1IICI' either DOt 
properly aelccting the right setting OD )'OUr stereo, or c:onncxting the hardware intcrW:c OD the allllpulcr 
impopcrly. Abo, remember that •:onncctioaa OD the Model 414d ad OD the Model 4p arc oppolitc by 
orientation. 

If )'011 bear a lot of static wbile the music ia playin& then a CPU option board, such u Ill XLR8cr may 
be iDatallcd in JOUI' IJIIlcm. Tbouab mOlt optiDD boarda will aat .iDtcrfcrc with the iDtcrfKO, if )'OU 1110 

an ahc:matne CPU board which mat•im a DOD-Z88 c:bip, it ia pouiblc that the clifferiua interrupt 
structure m the altcmati\'C CPU will coaflict with the Z88 ltnlct1lrc wbich the bantwarc muaic iDtcrfKC 
is dcsipcd to wort with. Mind you, the pnl8l'8Jil will wort with these boanla, but the quality may auffcr. 

If JOU cumot read the diatributioa disk, arc you 1Jiing TRSDOS 1.3 or NEWDOS/IIt'l If 110, read the 
first page of thia manual to ace bow to read the diat. 

If the programa rcfuac to run, are you aurc that you have the proper vcnion of the SYMPHONY_. 
MUSIC PLA YBR. SYSTBM diak? The Model 4 9Crlica llbou1d be 1Jicd OD1y with DOS-6 compmble 
systcma. If you have Model 4 MULTIDOS, J011 sbould usc the Model m \'CI'Iion, u Model 4 
MULTIDOS ia adually a Model m DOS wbich utiliD:a Model 4 fcaturca. If all c1ac fai1a, )'OU may have 
received a blaak dilk by I'IU'C mistake. You can rcc::civoc a replaccmcat by rcturDiDg it to Computer Nt:Wif 
M for an immediate replacement 

N011CE 
The SYMPHONY_. MUSIC PLAYER SYSTBM ia copyrigbteci and ia the sole properly of David 
GobcD, and ia avai1ab1c for sale Clduai\'Ciy tbrousb ComJifller Nt:W 8IL Obtaining it from rmy other 
source couatitutea piracy. Remember, piracy baa already driven may great programmers from further 
support m J'OIIf computer IJilem. DOD't tate the c:baDal m loliDs it eatirely. The pi'OII'IIIDI Oil the 
proyided ctist cumot be duplicated, archived, or copied in whole or in part cm:cpt for )'OUr owa penoaal 
uac, Uld c:aDDOt be sold or traded or P"cn away, UDlcu )'Oil retain 110 copies in wbolc or in part. Support 
will be providca DDly to those who have obtained their •shlfr' from Cc.nputr:r Neva 81. 
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