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GERANIUM COTTAGE WA




Geranium growing in Australia

START BY PLANTING YOUR CUTTINGS – Very simply trim off any excess leaves from the bottom of the cutting, trim below the node, allow to dry for a couple of hours and then insert the cutting into a pot full of open seed raising mix or course sand. Place in an airy position, not too hot or under fiberglass or shade cloth and water very sparingly, about twice a week. Stop watering if rotting occurs, dry cuttings will not rot. Be sure to water in a fungicide, available from your retail nursery, on Day 1 of planting & again 14 days later to kill Botrytis (grey mould), which is prevalent in all gardens, especially in winter. 
Don’t delay ordering this collectors range – we have reduced stocks dramatically as we are now enjoying our retirement hobby
CARE – 
Water only three times a week in hot weather, only once or twice a week during winter and cooler months. You MUST allow plants to dry out in pots. Start with several cuttings to a pot, depending on the size of the pot. Geraniums later grow best in the garden or very large containers. It’s best to use shade cloth overhead on patios in our severe summers or plant near trees, roses or lavender but never in full shade. Use Mulch and re-pot or replace plants yearly or every two years in pots and baskets from your own cuttings. 

Always sterilize secateurs in methylated spirits when pruning or trimming and lightly sharpen your secateurs daily. Wash hands regularly. 

Americans say treat geraniums like tomatoes, feed well, dust regularly, pinch out for better branching and clean away dead leaves and flowers. Don’t plant into hot sandy gardens.
GERANIUM TYPES

Zonal Geraniums – normal types for garden or large pots – now mostly tetraploids – thick leaves with no smell. These come in dwarf, medium and large and flower all year round.. Only grow from cuttings. Supermarket singles are grown from seed and are very weak, sensitive to frost and heat, also become very stalky, they are certainly cheap but not worth growing. We have many novelty varieties such as stellars, coloured & gold leaf, dwarfs, miniatures & paintbox types, which are very popular Australia-wide.

Ivy-Leaf Geraniums – Climbers or trail. Available in mini, compact and giant varieties. Mostly doubles, includes a series of six magnificent rosebuds that flower all year round. 

Regal Pelargoniums – Extremely tough, look like azalea flowers. Flower mostly Spring to January. Prune yearly in Autumn. Replace every two years to avoid leggy growth or cut back by one third. Need winter temperatures regularly below 6(C to flower. 

Species Geraniums – These perform very poorly in our hot climate – the space is much better utilized with normal geraniums, which originate in South Africa.

Scented Geraniums – Always available, can include a few asstd. in each order by request. 

FERTILIZERS

When possible use high K or high potassium ferts. High nitrogen burns geraniums. Use slow release fertilizers carefully. General purpose fertilizer is not recommended. Sheep, cow and horse manure is excellent. Liquid ferts. okay in small doses – tends to build up salts in pots. 

We have found that a little dynamic lifter is very successful if buried deep in the side of the pot. 

SLOW RELEASE FERTILIZERS – Labels can be misleading
WINTER – These are labelled as 3-4 months slow release, designed to work in cool weather and may burn roots fast if used in hot weather. Do not use between October and April. 

SUMMER - These are labelled as 8-9 months, designed to release only in hot weather, but will hardly work at all in Winter. 

LIQUID - commercial soluble powder is available in high N or high K and can also be used as a foliar spray or fed into bore retic. systems to fertilize the whole garden. These ferts can be obtained from orchard or farm supply outlets like Landmark in bulk. 

BUGS

Most gardeners use tomato dust or Permethrin for caterpillars. Granular Permetrin kills white ants, mini bud caterpillars, millipedes and slaters.
“Confidor” spray is great for mealy bugs. It works slowly through the leaves. 

DISEASES AND FUNGI

Very few – grey mould (Botrytis) rots cuttings, use Benlate or Rovral in watering can when planting cuttings. Black stem rot (Pythium) present in all gardens affects geraniums, unless cut directly above the node on the plant and directly under the node on the cutting. Again, use sharp and STERILIZED secateurs on all garden plants.

Rust is easy to kill when treated early with a good spray or powder fungicide containing copper. Ordinary veggie dust works well too. Use follow up treatment three weeks and dust under leaves.

Geranium Wilt (Xanthamonas) does not occur in Western Australia and most other states except Queensland. It is present in most other countries, including New Zealand. It wipes out whole crops. 

CONTAINERS

Baskets – Use largest possible, preferably fibre liners. 

Pots – Use largest possible. Try not to face west. Pots must drain very well. Keep off hot cement, place pots on blocks. Wine barrels are too big as the potting mix goes gluggy and the tannin kills plants. The secret is to sit your pots into the barrels and cover with mulch.
POTTING MIX

Potting is critical. Use only premium mix. Bailey’s, Richgro and Debco. Change mix every two years. DO NOT USE garden soil in pots. We add 10% polystyrene to aerate the mix.
WARNING: Only buy Australian standard potting mix. Potting mix containing ferts should not be stored for long periods as they will diminish in them. Potting mixes containing fowl manure may kill geraniums. BE SURE TO READ LABELS.

NOTE: Mail order cuttings 25 for $50 or 50 for $100.–We pay Express Post to your door Australia-wide. Personal selection is available by appointment at our nursery at $2 a cutting. All plants from Geranium Cottage Nursery, WA are unconditionally guaranteed for three months. Interstate and country visitors very welcome. We are situated near Burswood Casino between Perth Airport and the city, just off Great Eastern Highway. Cuttings are a novel gift for ‘rellies’ or fundraising.


Please don’t hesitate to phone us anytime for growing hints. We are very happy to help any pensioner or student starting a boutique growing nursery with any helpful hints or information applicable to a semi-commercial nursery or fundraising for schools or charities. I am always interested to hear how your plants are growing. Ask about assorted packs of exotic hibiscus cuttings specially packed for mail order.
Payment may be made by cheque, money order or Internet (not Visa or Bpay).

Please remember to always include your phone number when ordering by post or email.
Please visit our website and see our beautiful pictures and updated new varieties at www.geraniumcottage.net
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66 Armadale Road


RIVERVALE WA 6103


AUSTRALIA


Ph/Fax: (08) 9470 2345


International: 61 8 9470 2345


Website: � HYPERLINK http://www.geraniumcottage.com ��www.geraniumcottage.net�


Email: roger@geraniumcottage.net





Roger & Gabi Broinowski


Plant Breeders & Importers








Cross-pollinating with a mini paintbrush can produce new varieties very easily and is lots of fun. Take pollen from flower A to flower B. Also works with hibiscus and other plants to create new varieties.
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