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Calathea orbifolia 

Description 

Calatheas are from Tropical Americas like Brazil, Guyana, Columbia and Nicaragua, and are basically jungle plants.  The large and striking 
leaves are the attraction for tropical gardeners and indoor plant lovers as well. 

Calathea orbifolia has large, rounded leaves in a light green colour, with regular silver white stripes.  Each leaf grows to around the size of a 
bread and butter plate, maybe a bit smaller.       

Calatheas grow by means of a creeping rhizome.  (They are not at all invasive). Your plant will expand quickly enough to fill a decorative pot 
or that shady area in your garden.  

Cultivation 

In warmer areas, Calatheas can be planted outdoors in shaded areas (minimum outdoor winter temperature is 12 degrees).  In colder areas 
they can be grown as indoor plants.  

Calatheas are tolerant of lower light conditions, making them great indoor houseplants. 

Calatheas need to be protected from strong winds wind and even mild cold. Prolonged direct sunlight is harmful. 

If planted outside in colder areas, during winter the leaves take a beating in the cold. If you wish, cut off all the leaves and stems - at the 
start of spring, fertilize and all will be well. 

Your soil for Calathea should be highly organic and well drained. Use plenty of coarse material in the soil mix to help water flow through. A 
commercial cactus mix is fine. 

Never allow roots to be soaked with standing water but they do enjoy continuous availability of water in their soil. Water often to obtain this 
condition (with perfect drainage).  Reduce watering slightly in winter. 

Calatheas need high humidity and high temperatures as well. Indoors, mist several times a week to provide added humidity. They get sick or 
sick looking whenever the weather is even a little cold or too dry. Remember, this is a jungle plant. 

Feed often but lightly in spring and throughout the summer growing period 

You can propagate more plants by dividing the clumps when you repot them in the spring.  

At a glance: 

Suitable for Zones:  10 – 12 outdoors (Zone 9 should be OK if in 
a warmer area) or any zone if kept as an 
indoor plant (see the Zone Hardiness map 
page in my eBay store) 

Sun requirements:  No direct sunlight; will tolerate fairly low 
light, but medium light is best. 

Moisture requirements: Moderate and regular amounts, reduce in 
winter 

Size when fully grown: 30-40 cm high  

Not frost tolerant 

Suitable as an indoor and container plant 

Planting instructions 

Please plant as soon as possible after you receive the plant. 

We recommend establishing your plant in a pot, before 
planting in the garden. 

It is very important not to plant the rhizome too deep, as this 
will invite fungi and cause root rot. Freshly planted rhizomes need 
oxygen to grow new roots and will die if the planting medium is too 
dense or too wet. 

 

 
After planting, water thoroughly, then do not water again until soil is getting dry.  Keep evenly moist, but not wet, when shoots to grow and 
leaves start to unfold.   

A slow release fertilizer is ideal in the beginning. Larger and already established plants require more fertilizing and more water. 


