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Colocasia ‘Illustris’ 

Description 

Colocasia ‘Illustris’ is a lovely elephant ear with large, black marked green leaves. Illustris will grow in full sun to partly 
shaded areas. 

The leaves are large (30-60cm long and around 45cm wide) and velvety soft to the touch. The plant will eventually form 
a clump around 1.5 metres high and about the same diameter.   

Illustris likes a lot of moisture.  Grow it as a pond margin plant, or in the garden in an area where it receives a lot of 
water.  The soil should be fertile and rich in organic matter. 

Illustris lends a large tropical look to gardens, water margins and large containers. It is excellent either as a specimen 
or in groups.  Once it is established, it will grow quickly.  It is reasonably cold tolerant, although in frosty areas, the 
tuber may need to be dug up over winter and stored until warmer weather. 

At a glance: 

Suitable for Zones: 8 - 12 (see my Zone Hardiness Map page) These Zones are for outdoor temperatures – if this 
plant is suitable for growing indoors, you can grow it indoors even if you live in a lower Zone 

Sun requirements: Full sun to medium shade (around 50% shade) 

Moisture requirements: Moderate to high, will grow in standing water up to the base of the leaves 

Size when fully grown: 1.5 metres (4-5 feet), similar spread wide 

Reasonably frost tolerant  

Suitable as an indoor plant? Yes, if you can provide very bright light 

Suitable as a container plant? Yes - for large containers  

Please note that the leaves on this plant do not travel well at all and tend to shrivel up and die the second the plant is 
taken out of its pot.  This does not harm the plant at all – it will quickly shoot new leaves once it is settled in.  However, 
depending on the size of the leaves and plant, I will often trim leaves before sending the plant – or if I have left leaves 
on, the plant may arrive with leaves are shrivelled and which look dead – in either case, the plant may look a bit 
shocking on arrival, but please rest assured it will be fine.  If it has shrivelled leaves, please just cut them off, and new 
ones will grow soon.   

        


