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Globba globulifera 'Globe Ginger' 

Description 

Globba globulifera ‘Globe Ginger’ is a shade-loving ginger with beautiful rounded flower bracts.  It flowers all summer, with 
bracts starting out purple-mauve, and fading to a whiter colour.  The flowers are long lasting and can be used in floral 
arrangements.  Foliage is emerald green, lance-shaped, and having that wonderful ginger smell when you brush up against it. 

It is quite small, growing only to 1-2 feet (30-60cm).  It is very cold hardy (to Zone 8), owing to its natural dormancy period 
during winter, even in the tropics.  It is small enough to be grown in pots, and will tolerate low light, making it highly suitable 
as an indoor plant, and an ideal container plant for patios and verandahs. 

It grows best in light shade, and I have read that it can tolerate nearly full sun in cooler climates. It should be planted in a well 
drained, organic soil. This ginger is more drought resistant than most gingers, but it prefers regular moisture.  Reduce 
watering during its winter dormancy, and lightly fertilise during the growth period. 

You will get a rhizome (plant which is currently growing in a 12cm pot, with foliage trimmed). 

Cultivation 

Gingers are adapted to full or part sun. Plants will be shorter if grown in full sun, and taller the more shade they get. 

Gingers have simple requirements: fertile well drained soil, warm humid temperatures and adequate water. They generally do 
not like frosts.  

All of the eastern coast of Queensland, northern stretches of New South Wales, and most areas of humid Northern Territory 
and Western Australia are perfect for growing gingers.  They will grow in other areas if you can provide the right microclimate 
and you select the right cultivars (ie some, such as the Torch Gingers, are ultra tropical and just won’t grow in the southern 
states). 

Heavy mulching is recommended to protect the soil from drying out, and to enhance the soil organic matter.  In areas where 
rainfall is low, additional irrigation is important. 

Diseases are rare but wet feet, especially in winter, can rot the root system. 

At a glance: 

Suitable for Zones: 8 - 12 (see my Zone Hardiness 
map page in my eBay store) 

Sun requirements: Light to medium shade 

Flowering times: Spring/Summer 

Moisture requirements: Moderate, well drained 
soil, although is moderately drought tolerant once 
established  

Size when fully grown: 30-60 cm (1 - 2 feet), 
similar spread wide 

Reasonably frost tolerant 

Suitable as an indoor plant? Yes 

Suitable as a container plant? Yes    

Will go dormant in winter  

 


