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Indonesian Wax Ginger (Tapeinochilos ananassae) 

Description 

Indonesian Wax Ginger has truly spectacular tropical flowers. The dark red, 
cone shape bract looks similar to an upside down pineapple, and is 
enhanced with vivid yellow flowers appearing within the bract. The blooms 
are almost rose-like when viewed from above. They look like they are made 
of soft red wax or plastic, but in fact they are very hard when you touch 
them, and quite spiky.  They will eventually reach up to 2 metres high, but 
will flower when less than 2 feet high.   

Bracts are basal, meaning they grow from the base of the plant, rather than 
on the ends of the stems.  Foliage is lush with soft fuzzy leaves spiralling 
around bamboo type canes.  

Indonesian Wax Ginger will grow up to 2 metres tall (7 feet) in good 
conditions. It is an attractive plant but needs a lot of room to grow. In 
containers they need to be re-potted often.  

This plant is a distinct plus to any tropical landscape! 

At a glance:  

Suitable for Zones:           10-12 (see the Zone Hardiness Map page in my 
eBay store) 

Sun requirements:           Partial shade to sun 

Flowering times:             Spring/Summer, almost year round in warmer areas 

Moisture requirements:  Moderate 

Size when fully grown:     up to 2 metres 

Not frost tolerant 

Suitable as an indoor and container plant 

 

 

Planting instructions 

Please plant as soon as possible after you receive the 
rhizome.  

We recommend establishing your plant in a pot, before 
planting in the garden. 

The rhizome should be planted with the top (leaf stem/new 
shoots/buds pointing upwards) no more than 2-3 cm under the 
soil.  New shoots or larger buds should be above the soil.  You 
can often look at the rhizome and see where the soil line had 
been while it was growing. 

It is very important not to plant the rhizome too deep, as 
this will invite fungi and cause root rot. Freshly planted rhizomes 
need oxygen to grow new roots and will die if the planting 
medium is too dense or too wet. 

After planting, water thoroughly, then do not water again until 
soil is getting dry.  Keep evenly moist, but not wet, when shoots 
to grow and leaves start to unfold.   

If planted in pots, these should be of sufficient size - at least 10 to 
15 cm wider than rhizome size. Keep the pots in a warm, sunny 
place. When leaves start to unfold the plants can be planted out - 
again in well drained soil. 

A slow release fertilizer is ideal in the beginning. Larger and 
already established plants require more fertilizing and more 
water.  

 


