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Blue Walking Iris/Apostle Plant (Neomarica gracilis)  

Description 

Neomarica gracilis ‘Walking Iris’ or ‘Apostle Plant’ is a beautiful iris with glossy arching green sword shaped leaves, and attractive blue and 

white flowers. 

The flowers last only for one day, but multiple blooms will come from the same stem in rapid succession.   

The name “Walking Iris” comes from its habit of propagating itself by producing plantlets that form at the tips of the flower stalks. When 
the new plantlet is formed, it eventually bends to the ground and takes root. This new plant then repeats the process. Thus, the walking iris 
“walks” through the garden. It is not invasive however, and can be easily controlled – either dig up and remove the new plants, or snip of 
the heads after flowering to stop new plants growing. 

The other name “Apostle Plant” or “Twelve Apostles” appears to come from the belief either that the plant won’t flower until it has 12 leaves 
(which is probably about right), or the appearance of the plant, with the flower (ie “Jesus”) appearing from the centre of the 12 or so fanned 
out leaves (ie, “the Apostles”). 

This plant is tolerant of neglect and low water once established, although will always be happier if you can give it some love.   

It makes a beautiful addition to a rockery, to the edge of a pond (but not in the water, it is not a water iris), or a cottage garden.  It also 
makes an excellent hanging basket specimen.  You can grow it as an indoor plant in bright light for short periods, although it probably won’t 
flower too well if left indoors for extended periods. 

Walking Iris flowers from spring to late summer, and likes full sun to light shade.  

It may survive in the ground in zone 8, however will be best in zone 9 or warmer climates.  

At a glance: 

Suitable for Zones: 8 - 12 (see my Zone Hardiness 
map page in my eBay store)  

Sun requirements: Full sun to light shade 

Flowering times: Spring/Summer 

Moisture requirements: Average to moderate 

Size when fully grown: 45-60 cm (1½ to 2 feet), 2-4 feet 
spread wide 

Reasonably frost tolerant  

Suitable as an indoor plant? Yes, in very bright light 

Suitable as a container plant? Yes 
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