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Rain Lilies (Zephyranthes sp.) 

Description 

These pretty little plants are called ‘Rain lilies’ because they burst into bloom following rain.  They are clump-forming perennials which 
start small, but when left undisturbed for several years will multiply into a large patch and a truly impressive sight. 

They are very easy to grow - poke these little bulbs in here and there; then forget them.   One day this summer you'll glance at your garden 
and there they'll be, flowering away. 

The narrow, grass like foliage blends in well in rock gardens and can be used as borders in gardens and containers. These bulbs perform 
best undisturbed and will quickly form dense clumps.  In very cold areas, they may go dormant over winter, but in most areas they are 
evergreen. 

In cultivation, rain lilies will flower throughout the year if kept alternatively wet and dry, with the majority of blooms in Summer and 
Autumn.  They will flower naturally after heavy summer rain, but you can initiate flowering with an occasional heavy summer watering. 

They prefer a warm to hot climate, but will grow throughout Australia with some mulch protection over winter in really cold areas.  
They grow in full sun to partial shade    Rain lilies need a well drained soil but tolerate quite poor soil and best of all, they are drought 
tolerant!  

At a glance: 

Suitable for Zones:  7 - 12 (see my Zone Hardiness map 
page in my eBay store) 

Sun requirements: Full sun to partial shade 

Flowering times: Summer/Autumn, almost year round 
in warmer areas, following heavy rain or watering 

Moisture requirements: Moderate to low – however, 
needs occasional heavy watering to promote flowering 

Size when fully grown: 15 to 30 cm high (6-12 inches) 

Reasonably frost tolerant 

Suitable as a container plant  

May go dormant in winter in coldest areas 

Planting instructions 

Please plant as soon as possible after you 
receive your bulbs. 

We recommend establishing your plant in a 
pot, before planting in the garden. 

Zephyranthes prefer well drained soil, enriched with 
well rotted compost and a small amount of complete 
fertiliser. Plant in to moist soil around 2.5cm (1 inch) 
deep (using the soil markings on the existing leaves to 
gauge depth – do not plant too deep).  Plant each bulb 
about 5cm apart, or 7-10cm (2-4 inches) for larger 
bulbs.   

After planting, water thoroughly, then do not water 
again until soil is getting dry.  After they are established, 
alternate deep watering with dry periods to promote 
flowering, or if you get heavy summer rainfall, let nature 
do the work for you!   

A slow release fertilizer is ideal in the beginning. Larger 
and already established plants require more fertilizing 
and more water.  

Can be lifted and divided at any time of year, however 
they are best left undisturbed to divide and spread. 

Top dress with all purpose fertiliser early summer. 
Water well after fertilising. 

They are highly pest resistant. 
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