Our Historian
Larry Rice
08 9255 2280
interested in
any stories or
_photos on history
of morse code in
W.A.
Members who
are ‘on-line’
speak with other
members and
with other
states!!
Our Technical Of-
ficer is Barrie
Field
08 9446 3310

NN N N N N N~

Is there any
lathe metal
workers amongst
our members?
Please contact
Secretary or Bar-
rie Field -

The 8th Septem-
ber 1997 and our
club will be ten
months oldl!

It will be an important &
interesting General Meeting
that will be held at 10am on
Monday 1/9/97 in the Gar-
den Restaurant at the Hyde
Park Hotel, Fitzgerald
Street North Perth.

All members are urged to
attend as there are several
interesting developments to

After the meeting
‘circuits ‘with
FEastern States &
why not stay for
lunch!l

discuss.
..Albany Project
..Financial
..Membership

..Equipment

among other topics.

The club is now Incorpo-
rated and we will discus
other possible moves to fur-
ther formalize the club’s
constitution.

<LLLLLLS>>>>>>

Sponsor
Our club has been splen-
didly assisted since charter
by the Australian Post Tel
Institute (W.A).
Our thanks to Colin Atkin-
son and crew!
Colin invites all to join the
Institute and enjoy the
many
benefits. Special subscrip-
tion for retirees.
Ring Colin or Denis Dawe
on 08 9491 5400.
(Colin is Hon. Member)

MEMBERSHIP HEALTHY

Our membership numbered
98 at end of financial year -
we welcome to our ranks
our radio oscillator new
members.  Also we wel-
come our first lady mem-
bers in Mrs Dokie Hill and
Mrs Lorna Gregory, both

morse operators with forces
during WW?2..

Sounders or oscillators can
be used by members if they
become ‘on-line’ and ‘talk’
over telephone lines!

MORSECODIANS
FRATERNITY

WESTERN AUSTRALIA (INC)

Albany
Celebrations!

Our first project is in recog-
nizing the 120th anniver-
sary

of the morse land-line con-
nection to Albany at 7pm
on 8th December 1877 thus
opening national and in-
ternational communication.
Members are invited to
visit Albany over the week-
end of

15/16 November 1997.
Programme includes
morsecode exhibitions in
The OId Post Office where
the public will be invited to
lodge messages. Members

MORSECODIANS MESSENGER - 08 9328 6123 - fax 08 9328 6153

Unit 21 - 59 Wasley Street NORTH PERTH WA 6006

email : ricardo@wantree.com.au

Ric Crameri - Secretary/Treasurer
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Fquipment is our priority!

YNorse Yeys

Sounders and

YNodems

Since the Club was formed
in November 96, nearly 20
members have connected to
dial-up. However, is has
been a continual battle to
find morse equipment. When
you think of the thousands of
keys and sounders which
were confined to the scrap-
heap in the 1960’s one could
almost cry. Suffice to say
that equipment has been un-
earthed here and there and
some has been repaired and
even made up by our clever
people. Same with modems.
The earlier 300 bits per sec-
ond modems which we use
are scarce because the mo-
dem world has advanced to
the 33,600 bps era.

Help Club’

Raffle conforms with re-
quirements of Racing &
Gaming Commission.
Profits assists club’s
finances such as day-to-
day running and such
projects as our Albany

Which begs the question? wishes in this regard. It will
What will happen to your be gratefully received, pre-
equipment when you can no ciously looked after and used
longer use it or you lose the to maintain our skilled craft
urge? The Club maintains as long as we have people
an inventory of donated capable of doing it. If you
equipment and to whom it would like to indicate your
has been allocated. This will decision to us, we can note
belong to the Club while it our equipment inventory re-
exists and then hopefully cord for action in due
preserved in a museum or course.

similar institution ever after,
because there will be no
more of it. It will be histori-
cally valuable.

Perhaps you would be pre-
pared to donate your gear to
the Club in due course and if
S0 can we suggest that you
let your family know of your

Dial-up equipment for on-line ‘GOLDBUG’

connection. Semi-auto sending devise \.\

Thanks to the generosity of members Barrie

Field, Ken Knox & Col Hopkins who have either collected or personally
made items of morse and dial-up equipment and are donating it to the
Club, we will be conducting a raffle on the day of our forthcoming
meeting, 1st September 1997. It consists of:-

Key

Sounder or Oscillator
Sounder Base and Resonator
Modem

Interface

There will be one prize for the whole of the equipment so - -
that someone will be complete to go “ on line “. Tickets are iR souNvER.
$5 each. If you cannot make it to the meeting, we are giv-
ing you an opportunity to be in the draw. Please complete and cut out the ‘SOUNDER’

form on the bottom of this page and return it with the appropriate amount 3 H Bunnell & Co NY
to Ric so that it is received by the 31st of August.

YNorsecodians _Lraternity of Yy estern Australia (Jnc).

Secty/Treas R P L Crameri
21/59 Wasley St
NORTH PERTH WA 6006

Ph

Raffle 1st September 1997:

Please allocate me (Name)...................
(AAAIESS)...cvveveveeeieieeisiete e

[ 1 $5 ticket/s in the draw.

Enclosed $..........

Ticket Number/s..........ccc.... allocated.

9328 6123 Raff[-e fO/’/

MORSE DIAL-UP EQUIPMENT j\/l emﬁerg!
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Weve Gone Internationallll

We ave becoming known.

Thanks to our Historian Larry Rice’s Web Pages on the Inter-
net, people throughout Australia and in other countries can
now read all about The Morsecodians Fraternity of Western
Australia on the World Wide Web. For those with access to
computers, Larry’s Web address is:-

www.omen.com.au/~larry/index.html
and he features pages on:

The WA and Sydney Morsecodians
Land-Line telegraph history in WA
The Overland telegraph line and
Telegram form collecting,

among other things.

Two morsecode telegraphists in the USA recently sent E-Mail
to us and these are reproduced on the following pages.

ALBANY UPDATE Suly
1997.

PROJECT: To Commemorate the 120" Anniversary
of Western Australia’s connection by Morse to the
Eastern States and the rest of the world with the
last link Albany to Eucla. (Connected 7pm Saturday
8" December 1877).

DATE: Sat/Sun 15/16" November 1997.

VENUE: Inter Colonial Communications Museum
(Old Post Office Albany WA).

e A Forms and envelopes
design

. Equipment

. Notices

. Date stamps

. Connections telephone

and telegraph

. Rosters

. Morse practice
o Accommodation
. Sponsorship

. Publicity

Some members have been to Albany to confirm ac-
commodation and equipment availability. Follow up
visits to be made.

Support is forthcoming from the Local Governing

ALICE SPRINGS

Body and Tourist Bureau. S>SSS>>>>>>>
Two WA Morsecodians took part in the 1997 Alice Springs/
Canberra operation. Their experience will be invaluable for
our Albany project.

“Ken Knox reported on a recent trip he and Barrie Field
had taken to Alice Springs to help with telegraph work at
the Old Alice Springs telegraph station which was opened
for nine days during celebrations in April. Four morse men
helped with the project and one wife helped with clerical
work. There was a duplex circuit with Centacom Science
Centre, Canberra. The cost of messages received at Can-
berra was defrayed by the Science Centre. Postage on
messages received At Alice Springs was paid at that cen-
tre. Two morse men were needed to man the duplex, oth-
ers saw to the counter and general duties. It was always
busy when a bus load of tourists pulled up, and people
wanted to lodge messages. One night they left 109 mes-
sages to be transmitted next morning. In all, 2,114 mes-
sages were handled, about 1,000 each way.”

Albany Update (contd.)

>>>>>>>>>>>>>A sufficient number of Morsecodians
have indicated their intention to take part in the project by
going to Albany to provide the required operating capabil-
ity.

Our members (or Secretary), will be happy to talk over the
current situation if anyone so desires.

Accommodation in Albany is recommended at the
Fredrickstown Motel in Stirling Terrace near the Old Post
Office. The Albany Tourist Bureau will take bookings on
Freecall 1800 644 088.

Transport & accommodation is member’s responsibility.
Weekend promises to be a rewarding one in the nostalgia

of our art - it will also be an enjoyable social sojourn to
pleasant Albany.

Morse Barrie Field -




See separate page 4 on file list for Morse Messenger No 1 for this page.




