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Terry Keays and Col Hopkins

RURAL AMBASSADOR DINNER DANCE 14th Aug 2004
Celebrating 100 years at Claremont Showgrounds.
Issuing souvenir telegrams to the honoured guests, the
Fraternity was represented by Terry Keays on the typewriter,
Col Hopkins on the key and Larry Rice as public liaison and
telegram messenger boy.
Distinguished guest list included the former Premier of WA
Sir Charles Court who wrote afterwards to our secretary
saying it was good that the Fraternity operates to remind
another generation of how things were done during some very
demanding and important historic times.
We were kept busy as the guests arrived, offering them a
personal commemorative telegram as a keepsake of the event
with many guests showing their delight at receiving their
telegram at their table saying: “ how lovely, a telegram!”

A dark and stormy night didn’t dampen the spirits of a
lively and enthusiastic audience from being entertained by
speakers at an “Early Communication” evening in the old
Jarrahdale Post Office on 24th August 2004.
First at the rostrum was Bert Tyler giving a talk on the
morse-code era and demonstrating his inker. Next up was
Larry Rice who explained how the teleprinter took over
from the morse key in the telegram service and, using a
working teleprinter, described how that machine was used
in the fledging Telex network. Myra Baldwin and Tup Biggs
gave entertaining reminiscences on operating telephone
switchboards both in country areas and Perth.
Peter Edmunds and Gus Allender were on hand to
demonstrate key and sounder, accepting messages from
the audience as well as an ‘early communication’ message
on a circuit with Barrie Field.
Thanks to API, our sponsor.

NEXT MEETING

Hyde Park Hotel Oct 18th 2004—10am
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TELEGRAM VETERANS ARE STILL GETTING THE MESSAGE ACROSS
The Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday 4th August 2004 by Richard Macey.

Gordon Hill still remembers the year he developed ‘telegrapher’s cramp’ in his right arm. “I broke down in 1935,”
Mr. Hill, now 92, said yesterday, recalling the repetitive strain injury triggered by his job as a Morse Code telegram
transmitter, “It was so painful I almost cried.”
But such memories have failed to dull his passion for a 45-year career that ended in 1972 when he retired as
Liverpool’s postmaster.
He belongs to a voluntary group of 16 men and two women who gather in Bankstown each week to celebrate their
passion for the communications revolution.

Gordon Hill

On Tuesdays they meet in a small building in Kitchener Parade, next door to the Bankstown telephone exchange, to
restore and maintain ageing communications gear.
On Wednesdays they invite the public inside to inspect Bankstown’s Telstra museum of telecommunications.
The thousands of exhibits are either owned by Telstra—which yesterday donated $50,000 to produce a catalogue for
the collection—or donated by supporters. They include almost every type of telephone ever used in Australia, as well
as switchboards and teleprinters.
There is a machine made in 1858— just four years after the telegraph arrived in Australia—which inked out morsecode messages on ribbons of paper, a telephone used by prime minister Billy Hughes, and a public phone box that
stood in Anthony Hordern’s city store.
A ‘misdemeanour book’ records that around 1910 a young GPO worker named Norman Gilroy, a future cardinal, was
fined a shilling for incorrectly addressing a telegram. The historians take some of their technology on the road, visiting
country towns. Last month it was Mudgee. Next they will head for Gunnedah.
Brian Mullins started work as a telegram boy in South Grafton in 1955 and retired in 1978 as a public phone inspector.
“But I have never worked so hard,” he said of his voluntary job as museum manager. “The younger generation doesn’t
even know what a telegram is.”
Mr. Hill, who started work as a telegram messenger in 1927, still demonstrates his skill on old morse code telegraph
keys. “Once we go, it is dead,” he said.
Proving that the technology is always on the march, the museum has mobile phones that were in use not long ago.
But it seems the idea of mobile communication is not new. The January 17, 1901 edition of The Transmitter, published
for the NSW Postal and Electric Telegraph Society, made a prediction:
“If in the near future an electric bell concealed about the person of a man in the street is heard to ring, and he draws
from his pocket a small case, listens to it, and then hurries off, it must not hastily be assumed that he is mad. The
probability is that he has just received a message by wireless telegraphy.”
Thanks to Ken Knox for forwarding this story to the

Morsecodians Messenger..
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A Light Shandy by Syd Chick
part 2

Syd served on several warships during the war but his most harrowing times were during convoy escort duty.
Syd recalls one particular trip when they were guarding a convoy of merchant ships from the Indian Port of
Trincomalee to Calcutta. The convoy consisted of 23, 1 Frigate and 22 merchant ships, mostly rust buckets called out
of retirement and only capable of 10 knots. This restricted the speed of the whole convoy and made them easy targets
for the Japanese submarines. During the trip 8 ships were lost and for Syd it was very frustrating and distressing
hearing the SOS calls but knowing there was very little they could do. By leaving their station the escorts would have
left the bigger ships in the middle of the convoy exposed to the submarines. The ships attacked and sunk were those
unable to maintain 10 knots and had dropped far astern. All they could do was to record details.
On another occasion, whilst stationed in Sydney, Syd’s ship was sent to a position off the NSW coast where an iron
ore carrier had been sunk by a Japanese submarine. They were to pick up any survivors, however they only found
one. It was the ship’s cook and he was clinging to a hatch cover. The man had a broken leg, and with the rough sea,
getting him aboard was very difficult. It was necessary for a couple of seaman to dive into the sea to fit a sling so he
could be winched aboard.
When a fellow Radio
Officer’s child was killed
in a home accident, Syd
had to take his place on
the Corvette Wollongong
and went on an extended
tour of duty in the Indian
Ocean . This trip took
him to India, Port
London, The Seychelles
and the Cocos Islands. At
one stage they were
diverted to the Red Sea
to chase around and look
for something. Whether
they found it or not he
doesn’t know, because
they were never told
what they were looking
for.

Syd Chick

Prior to the allied invasion to
recapture Hong Kong, Syd’s ship
was clearing the entrance to the
harbour of magnetic mines. They
were detonating the mines by a
method known as degaussing.
This entailed creating a high
voltage charge by means of a
generator and directing it at the
mine from fairly close range. The
ensuing explosion rocked the ship
quite severely and during this it
was noticed that it was not only
the exploding mines that were
rocking the ship.
An enemy shore battery was
shelling them and some anxious
moments followed until British
warships with heavy guns were
called in to knock out the
battery.

When war finished Syd was again on the corvette Wollongong which was in Hong Kong at the time. He was
transferred to the HMAS Pirie, which was returning to Australia and he was demobbed at the end of November 1945.
Returning to civilian life, Syd resumed as a Telegraphist, later becoming a Postmaster, but with a wife and young
family did not like the prospect of being sent to distant places all over WA and joined the Commonwealth Electoral
Commission. He retired as Divisional Returning Officer for Forrest in 1971.
In retirement, Syd is an enthusiastic member of The Morsecodians Fraternity of W.A. Inc. and willingly takes part in
events to the limit of his ability. (Syd is almost blind). He was recently invited to visit the St. Andrew’s Catholic
School in Clarkson which two of his great-grandchildren attend. Syd spoke to the children on his war experiences and
with a colleague demonstrated the art, which he has now practiced for 77 years.
Because of his disability Syd is unable to watch television or read the newspaper, but he is always ready to take a call
on the dial-up (08 9446 1826). However be warned, he loves to speed and give his beloved Betsy or Belinda a
workout. Betsy is his Vibroplex and Belinda an Auto Morse, both of which he handles with almost the same
expertise as he did when he was a ‘Gun’. And this at the age of 92.
RBX
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BACK when the telegraph was the fastest method of long-distance communication, a young man applied for a job as a telegraphist.
Answering an ad in the newspaper, he went to the PMG address that was listed.
When he arrived he entered a large busy office filled with noise and the clatter of sounders in the background. A sign on the
receptionist’s counter instructed job applicants to fill out a form and wait until they were summoned to enter the inner office.
The young man filled out his form and sat down with the seven other applicants in the waiting area. After a few minutes, the young
man stood up, crossed the room to the door of the inner office and walked right in.
Naturally the other applicants perked up wondering what was going on. They muttered amongst themselves that they hadn’t heard any
summons yet. They assumed that the young man who went into the office made a mistake and would be disqualified.
Within a few minutes however the personnel manager escorted the young man out of the office and said to the other applicants,:
“Gentlemen thank you very much for coming but the job has just been filled.”
The other applicants began grumbling to each other and one spoke up saying, “Wait a minute, I don’t understand. He was the last to
come in and we never even got a chance to be interviewed. Yet he got the job, that’s not fair.”
The manager said, “I’m sorry but for the last few minutes while you’ve been sitting there, that sounder has been clicking the
following message. “if you understand this message then come right in, the job is yours”.
None of you heard it or understood it. This young man did. The job is his.
NEWS FROM THE EAST.
ON 23-24th April 2004 a morse code exhibition was organised in Parkes NSW situated in the K-mart/Bilo shopping
centre with 115 messages being sent by Keith MacRae, Peter Sloman, Eddie Parrott, Peter Hack, Harry Hughes and
Gordon Hill who worked to John Meadowcroft, Leo Nette, Ken Mcleod and Ron McMullen.
Telegraphists were also on hand at the Mudgee NSW field days 15-16th July 2004 and at the Gunnedah Field days in
September.
On 22nd Aug 2004, Rex Rutherford from Albury opened up the old Cardwell Repeater Station in North Queensland.
On the weekend of the 27th Aug, Ted Rankins and Peter Shaw were at the restored old signal/semaphore station at the
Cape Otway Light Station where the owners spent $50,000 on setting up wall mounted displays of telegraph scenes
from – particularly - the 1800’s. The lighthouse operated from 1848—the first mainland light—and the telegraph
station was operating in 1859.
At Ballarat, there is the SpringFest in early November. Leo Nette and Peter have stuck their noses in to work, with the
big day on 7th November. The average attendance is 22,000.
Peter reckons he should open up a CTO rather than a couple of dial-ups ttte

W.A. telegraph special events in October for your diary:
October 2nd-9th— Royal Show at Claremont. Our big event of the year with a total of 29 operators attending.
October 16th— Wireless Hill open day. Group displays from other clubs attending as well as the Fraternity.
October 24th-- Midland Railway Workshops. Telegraphists in action, always plenty going on for the visitors.

Our Secretary’s address has
changed. Richie Bright
475 Crawford Rd Dianella
WA 6059. Same phone nr.

Free to a good home:
TYPEWRITERS
1 old Remington needs a clean.
2 x Imperial model 66.
contact the editor.
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THE Northern Suburban Historical Society Inc. have invited the
Morsecodians Fraternity to demonstrate their skills and to talk
about the effect that morse-code had on communications.
The demonstration is to be held at the Coastal Heritage
Centre, Laurie Strutt Reserve, Elvire St, Waterman at 2 pm on
Sunday 14th Nov. 2004.
Terry Keays and Richie Bright have put their hands up to work
but any member who also wishes to attend at this gathering
will be made most welcome.

GET WELL !!
(not least because we need you).
Two of our valued regular operators currently have health problems.
To Jeff Pitts and Tom Sargent:
We all wish you both the very best and hope for your full and
speedy recovery.
Tom wishes to be undisturbed by telephone calls for the time being
and members are requested to respect this, please.

