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   NEXT MEETING  

        The Italian Club   

15th June 2009  10 am   

    Please note the time and 

date for our next get -together. 

Members and non-members                                          

welcome.     Thanks to API, our sponsor. 
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The AUSTRALIAN TELEGRAPH OFFICE                                                     

A CD-ROM Featuring:    

The Telegraph Collection of Ron McMullen                                                                        

+ extensive Australian Telegraph History 

(The only comprehensive coverage of Australian        

Telegraph Instrumentation and History ever published.)

Available From: Ron McMullen in Australia:  

ronmcm@iprimus.com.au     Price   $15 

plus   $2.15  postage   within   Australia.                           

COLLECTOR Ron McMullen:  

I have been collecting Telegraph Keys for many years,         

specialising in Australian keys, but include telegraph keys from 

many countries in my collection. Since this is the only available 

collection of Australian telegraph keys and telegraph history, it 

will be particularly useful for serious telegraph historians and 

collectors.  

Problem: Insufficient lighting at a USA football game.     

Solution.  Someone with burning newspapers in each hand 

standing behind the reporter (left) who is relaying the story 

to the telegraphist using a jigger (right).    

(camera flash creating temporary artificial light for photo)   ' This message was received by Telegraphist Sgt 
R.J.Williams 3409 whilst serving with the 52nd. Btn. in 
France.  Better know as 'Jim' to his Post Office colleagues, 
he was a telegraphist in Kalgoorlie before joining the A.I.F. 
in 1915. After the war finished he resumed with the PMG 
and retired in 1955 as Postmaster Gr.5 Kalgoorlie after 50 

years of service. 

 

Morsecodian Phil McGrath types up a welcome telegram 

received for the Governor of NSW Her Excellency Prof. Marie  

Bashir from the morsecodians at the Tamworth Country Music  

Festival during her visit to the Eden Killer Whale Museum 

on 17th January 2009.  

Link: http://www.killerwhalemuseum.com.au  

mailto:ronm%3C%21--%20asdfh%20--%3Ecm@ipri%3C%21--%20dfoin%20--%3Emus.com.au
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       Kalamunda History Village ñCelebration Dayò May 3rd 2009    

 Morsecodian staff on duty:- Charlie Spalding, Ken Knox, Don Tyler, 

Allan Greenslade and Brian Willis.  Also attending were former Tg tech 

CTO Ron Silverlock (89 years old)  and former PM Kala Robert Lodge.  

The original post-office building was the operating location having 

been relocated from its original site on Railway Road/Mead St to the 

present location in the History village in 1975.  It was a well supported 

event helped by good weather and a full programme for visitors to 

enjoy. Barrie Fieldôs new picnic set worked marvellously. 

101 messages were handled with Ken staying on until the magical ótonô was achieved! 

Alice Springs Heritage week 18-24th April 2009 

Morsecodians in attendance were: Alan Jolley, Brian Mullins, Ron McDonald, Leo Nette and ably assisted by                           

Mal Gillies. Traffic figures. from Alice Springs: 464  ð to Alice Springs 418.  

Locally, to Col Hopkins telegraph office 52 ð to Armadale outpost telegraph office 35.  ( who left the key open?) !  

 

 

 

 

L-R Brian Mullins, Ron McDonald, Leo Nette, AlanJolley 

and Mal Gillies. 

Brian Mullins  

This small electrical instrument (galvanometer) was manufactured in the 1860ôs and is still in perfect working order.        

It is identical to the galvanometer used by Sir Charles Todd during the construction phase of the Overland Telegraph    

Line and is possibly the same instrument. Enquiries é indicate this may be the worldôs oldest working electrical meter. 


