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   Please note the time and 
date for our next get-together.  
Members and non-members 
welcome.   
 Thanks to API, our sponsor. 
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     BEECHWORTH, VICTORIA TELEGRAPH STATION 

 

 

 

 

 

    

                             Leo Nette, operator at Beechworth  
 

The Electric Telegraph Wire snaked its way across country to Beechworth in late 1857. By 1858, this modern 

wonder of communication was housed in the Telegraph Station next to the Court House. Early illustrations show 
it as a single storey building set back from the street in line with its neighbours. The double fronted facade had 

a central entrance featuring a two-storey tower using a sliding ball to indicate the time. 

 
Beechworth marvelled at the onset of instant communication between itself, Melbourne and Sydney and      

eventually the rest of Australia and the world. The telegraph proved a great boon for businessmen and         
government officials and of course it was highly valued for personal messages. 

The postal and telegraph departments were combined in 1869 and the telegraph function was probably      
transferred to the post office around that time. The Telegraph Station Manager was promoted to Postmaster in 

December 1870. In 1871, the building was again remodelled with the addition of a large office fronting Ford 

Street and the remaining rooms to the rear became the residential accommodation for the District Surveyor. 
The veranda was a 1900 addition.  

A puzzling feature of the new facade is the etched words— ‘Telegraph Station’. 
The Government Gazette of 1871 identifies the building as The Old Telegraph Station, which seems to indicate 

the building was no longer being used for that purpose. 

The building was last used as the Beechworth Office of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment 
until 1999, renovated and re-opened as part of the Historic Precinct in October 2001. 

Today, visitors to the building can still send telegraphic messages around the world from this building.  
 

This station is currently the busiest Morse Code Telegraph Station in the world, callsign ‘BX’. 
         3,970 messages were sent for the year ending 2011.  
 

Late item:- ‘BX’ reports from Beechworth:- 
Beechworth Telegraph Station building has been entered as a state finalist for ‘Keep Australia Beautiful’                         
campaign as a Tidy Town.                                               

 

 

                  

                Website: http://www.morsecodians.com.au  
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                    Flashing light in Morse code        (from the internet) 
The topic of discussion as of late is a very interesting one. It reminded me of an incident I encountered many 
years ago when I was a radio officer with the German Telecommunication Administration department.  

One of my duties was to hold amateur radio examinations.  
A Morse code test was compulsory even for the second highest licence class one had to be able to send and     

receive 5 words per minute. Once every year the German amateur radio society performed a special preparation 

course for physically handicapped candidates. Typically, these were blind people or people with injured hands, 
arms or legs etc.  

One day a young man showed up for the Morse code test with severely injured arms. Receiving Morse code     
signals was no problem for him by listening and then repeating the information in spoken language. But there was 

no way whatsoever that he would be able to activate a Morse key or similar mechanical device. To my surprise he 
had trained to blow with his mouth into a thin rubber tube, which was connected to a pressure sensor, which in 

turn converted the differences of air pressure into proper Morse code.                                                          

Both, the precision as well as the speed he produced, fully met the examination standard.  
Suffice to say that I was quite impressed by his internal fortitude, having proved that if there is the will, there is a 

way. I am wondering if anybody else has ever come across similar determination in order to generate Morse code.  
=  Norbert Gabriel (DJ7ZY)  

           1950 Picturegram recollection 

In 1950 a small number of telegraphists in the GPO Perth were selected for training to operate the new            
Picturegram equipment which enabled newspapers to receive pictures of events occurring in other places on the 

planet very quickly, within hours of the pictures being taken. 
I was selected to demonstrate the reception of the first official picture being received from Montreal. (In actual 

fact we had been receiving pictures from Montreal and other places for several days before the official opening). 

On the big day, there gathered in the Picturegram Room a number of high officials from the local West Australian 
newspaper, the Sunday Times and the Daily News etc., with their photographers and the Director General of the 

P.M.G. Department, Mr Ralph Schack and several other dignitaries from the Central Office of the P.M/G’s          
Department. 

I had just inserted the film cassette in the Pix. Equipment (shown in the photograph_ and told Montreal to         
“go ahead” when there was the unwelcome sound of a plug being inserted into the circuit followed by an      

American or Canadian radio announcer’s voice saying “Buy two tins of Biddy’s beans and a packet of Kraft cheese 

at. (such and such store this weekend and receive a free...)”. These words were audible to everybody in the room. 
 

I was almost paralysed with fright and embarrassment and was about to jump on to the morse orderwire to notify 
Montreal to stop transmitting when, thank heavens, the plug was withdrawn and just in time for Montreal to start 

his picture. Montreal was probably unaware of what had happened at the Perth end of the circuit.                    

But I was unnerved to say the least.                   Barrie Field. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE TIMES LONDON 1 MARCH 1878 p4a 

    Transcribed by John F Moynihan Salter Point WA 6152 Australia 26.07.2012 

 

THE TELEPHONE – The Postmaster-General has already announced that this new invention will not be adopted in our 

postal telegraph service. It is not a little remarkable, however, that almost the first practical observations which have been 

made from official sources on the telephone are to be found in a recent number of the Telegraph Bulletin of the Ottoman 

Administration, of which the following translation appears in the current number of Chambers’ Journal:- “Is the telephone,

-yes or no,- destined to replace other telegraph instruments? And, seeing the possibility that people may use it without     

special training, is it in the end destined to destroy the career of telegraph employees? These questions merit from us from 

the labour of being examined with care. We think that instrument will never be able to be employed in telegraph working 

destined to serve Governments and the public. In effect, supposing the instrument perfect, arrived at the last limits of       

perfection, and able to work all distances with or without relays, then –  

1, To transmit a message with all the advantages offered by the system, it would be necessary that the sender should be able 

to speak himself directly with the receiver, without the intervention of an employee. Now, all those who know the           

organisation of the lines know that this is not possible – that there must necessarily be intermediary office of deposit, that 

the public cannot be admitted to the offices where messages are transmitted or received, and, consequently, the sender must 

give his message written.  

2. An employee once charged with the message, the instrument has already lost one of its principal advantages, for that  

employee must read the message and pronounce it to his correspondent; but if the message is written in a foreign language, 

the impracticability is evident. Lastly, the telegraph administration now possess instruments which permit them to send  

messages with much greater speed than can be attained in sending them by the voice. These reasons alone, and there are 

many others, ought, then, to assure the employee that this new instrument will not put in peril their means of existence.” 

      UNESCO and Morse code 

    Application for Morse code recognition by UNESCO 
Since 2010 former professional operators of the maritime radio service and amateur radio operators made efforts to have 

the Morse code recognized by UNESCO  as an intangible cultural heritage.  A suitable proposal at the regional conference 

of the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) Region 1 in 2011 was adopted.                                                              

The appropriate Recommendation    SC11-C3-16 reads: 

„To safeguard Morse Code as an Intangible Heritage“. On request of the IARU Conference assembly, German Amateur 

Radio Club (DARC) accepted to carry out the necessary detailed eleaboration of a typical example of the relevant  

UNESCO forms. A group of experts drafted texts at great length and collected other necessary information to be included  

in a UNESCO application. At end 10 required pictures were provided representing some visual context to Morse code.   

All drafts and pictures are available on internet : http://www.doese-apprt.de/draft/liste.html   and                                     

http://www.doese-apprt.de/draft/piclist.html  

In August the whole documentation was sent by DARC to the many Region 1 member societies as well as to the overall 

President of IARU and the Presidents of Region 2 and 3. The intention is to encourage also Region 2 and 3 to act 

accordingly, since Morse code was used worldwide from the mid 1830's on. We like to draw the attention to one important 

point regarding the application procedure. No IARU member society, not even the IARU as a whole can file a proposal at 

UNESCO. Only the UNESCO committees of those countries are entitled to do so, which have ratified the applicable 

„Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage“ (effective date 2006). In the documentation a list of 

those countries is included (File: UAI_countires.doc) which are both member societies of IARU and which have signed the 

above mentioned UNESCO ICH Convention as well. 

The whole effort aims at two major targets. First step is to have Morse code recognized by UNESCO as an intangible 

cultural heritage and subsequently be included in the official „Representative  List“. This is the almost only aim of the 

present application. After Morse code officially is recognized it will be easier for countries to launch safeguarding 

programs for collection of data and possibly hardware etc. In no way  it is the intention to argue for a reintroduction of 

Morse code in any  radio service. 

The participants of this googlegroups forum are invited to contact their amateur radio societies and offer co-operation in 

preparing an own proposal containing national pecularities. 

 

For the German interest group on the Morse code heritage: 

Norbert Gabriel (former RO – ship/shore  amateur DJ7ZY) 

Juergen Gerpott (former RO –  ship,   amateur    DL8HCI) 

Rolf Marschner (former RO –  ship,   amateur    DL9CM)                                                                 September  2012 

    Perth IGA Royal Show Morsecodians Roster 2012 

 
Saturday 29th Sept Bright Greenslade  Keays  Macdonald Ravenscroft 

Sunday   30th Sept  Fathers Jolley   Knox  Rice 
Monday    1st  Oct  Bright Keays   Spalding Naunton 

Tuesday   2nd  Delaney Greenslade  Harris  Jolley  Spear   

Wednesday 3rd  Cross  Darroch  Knox  Tyler D  Spalding Stephens 
Thursday    4th  Bright Fathers  Field  Sinclair  

Friday         5th  Greenslade Harris   Knox  McShane Ravenscroft Tyler D 
Saturday    6th  Jolley  Keays   Macdonald Murray Sinclair Spalding 
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Fremantle Port Authority Expo 

 
Seven members attended this very popular event and were kept busy transmitting messages, children’s names, or 

talking with the hundreds of visitors that visited our display.  
 

The event was a free, family oriented day and over 20,000 fathers, mothers and children enjoyed the many       

attractions, including the Navy Band, the Fremantle Pipe Band, tug rides on the harbour, entry to the Maritime   
museum for a gold coin donation, local school presentations and many other exhibitions and displays too            

numerous to mention.  
The weather on the day was perfect and all our members voted it a very worthwhile and enjoyable project. 

  

               Albany/Eucla Telegraph Artefacts 

On 15th and 16th November 1997, a party of our members visited Albany to commemorate the 120th anniversary of the opening 
of the Inter-Colonial Telegraph line. The original opening of the line was the culmination of a huge joint engineering project      
(for that era) by the Colonies of South Australia and Western Australia and provided rapid Telegraphic communication by Morse 
code between WA and other Australian colonies as well as the rest of the developed world.                                                     

The first pole erected for the WA  section of this line still stands at its original position outside the Old Albany Post Office, facing 
Spencer Street. A plaque bearing testament to this fact is attached to the plinth from which the pole rises. 

In 1997 the basement of the old PO building, at Proudlove Parade level, housed an excellent extensive museum display illustrating 
the story of the Eucla Telegraph Repeater Station, the construction of the Telegraph line, hardships endured, etc and             
incorporating quite an array of significant items of Morse Telegraphy artefacts. This material would have been assembled and  
displayed in earlier PMG Department or Australia Post days, then inherited by Council. When the University of WA occupied the 

building a few years later the entire museum display was removed and put into storage. Our request for information at that time 
resulted in us being told that it was Council’s intention to re-establish the display when suitable accommodation became available. 
More recently, rumour had it that the material was stored here, there, or somewhere else or that it had been disposed of or     
donated to the WA Museum in Perth.  

After extensive enquiries during a recent visit to Albany, our President was fortunate eventually in encountering the person who, 
as a then Council employee, personally packed and stored the Museum material. We were astonished to learn that it is stored in 
Albany, in a Telstra building, under Council lock and key. Consequently, on July 24th, our Secretary e-mailed the Albany Council 
CEO, the Mayor, the Deputy Mayor and each Councillor, outlining the above in more detail and requesting that the material be 
again displayed in Albany. To date (Sept. 20th) we have been  contacted by only one Councillor. There has been no               
acknowledgement of our letter by the CEO or Mayor. Steps are being taken to progress this matter further.                            
Terry Keays 

The Piergraph Semi-Automatic key in the June 2012 Morsecodian newsletter raised quite  

a stir world-wide amongst key collectors and folk skilled in copying rare unusual keys.  
It will be interesting to see if any copies make it onto the key market.  

Our colleague Brian Jones ex-WA, is on the verge of setting up a 

Telegraph Station in the Beaconsfield Mine Museum in Tasmania. 
He is getting help from his local council,  management N.T. and 

from Telstra with getting a line of some description. 



President  Terry Keays  (08) 9279 4696 

Vice-President Charlie Spalding       (08) 9293 8140 

Secretary  Richie Bright  (08) 9276 6936 

Asst. Secretary Allan Greenslade (08) 9390 5410 

Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday in February, June  

 October each year in the Rosemount Hotel, North Perth. 

Postal Address:   The Secretary 

Morsecodians Fraternity of Western Australia (Inc.) 

475 Crawford Rd Dianella WA 6059 

 

Club email: jarbright  tadaust.org.au 

 

Newsletter email: oseagram iinet.net.au 

 

 Website: http://bit.ly/bqWW3W  
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On behalf of the Morsecodians Fraternity of WA Inc, the editor sincerely thanks John Moynihan for the on-passing 

of telegraph files, notes and technical books to the Fraternity that he had amassed during his lifetime. As such,    
readers of the ‘Morsecodian Messenger’ will be assured that there will be interesting articles in forthcoming issues. 

Fraternity Equipment On Loan 

 
Not long after our Fraternity formed, Morse Telegraphy artefacts belonging to the Fraternity and in the form of 

Sounders, Straight Keys and Jiggers (including a Thomas Auto Morse) were loaned to members to enable them to 
operate on dial-up and participate in Fraternity activities. 

 

Regrettably, several of these members have not attended a meeting or assisted in any Fraternity project since 
these items were issued. This equipment was not intended to be a mantel shelf show piece and is now required 

urgently for issue to new and active members. 
 

If you are one of these members, either residing in the suburbs or in an outer provincial suburb, it would be   ap-
preciated if you would contact either the President or the Secretary with the object of arranging the return of 

these items, please. Alternatively, attend the Anniversary luncheon on the 12th of October and bring them with 

you. We will be pleased to see you. 

Coming Events 

 
The Royal Agricultural Show – 29th September to 6th October inclusive. See roster. 

 
The Gidgegannup Show Saturday 27th October – This will be discussed at our meeting on 15th October and six or 

seven volunteers will be required. Names at meeting. 

 
Official Opening of the Wireless Hill Centenary Celebration – Sunday 30th September at Wireless Hill Park. 12noon 

until 5pm. – Morsecodians attending will be Terry Keays, Barrie Field and Richie Bright – Additional assistance 
would be appreciated if possible from those not already committed to the Royal Show. 

 
Anniversary Luncheon Friday October 12th at the Bassendean Bowling Club 10 Whitfield Street Bassendean from 

11.30am as advised in the last Messenger.  – Several members have confirmed attendance but it is essential for 

catering purposes that a commitment is made to the Secretary on 92766936 by Friday 5th of October, please. 
 

Annual General Meeting 15th October 10am Rosemount Hotel – Election of office bearers and presentation of  
Annual Financial Statement – to be followed by General Meeting for general business.   

Please make every effort to attend. Afterwards lunch is available at a reasonable price. 


