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Keeping Morse-code
Alive

OUCH !

NEXT MEETING
Italian Club
15th Feb 2010 10 am

Thanks to API, our sponsor.

Please note the time and
date for our next get-together.
Members and non-members
welcome.
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The Festival was held to showcase the significance of Guildford from colonial times to the present day.
It featured heritage walks, live performances, children’s activities and historical re-enactments with actors in
period costume.
Attendees in period attire were Richie Bright, Barrie Field and Alan Jolley.
We were located in the Guildford Mechanics Institute Hall, the first public hall built in the Swan district in 1865..
A steady stream of visitors kept us busy as we shared the hall with the Guildford heritage group.

Audio Books in Morse Code
From: http://www.k7qo.net/bookOrder.html
Radio morse choose from 15wpm—60wpm
Nostalgic for simpler days, retired astrophysicist Chuck Adams is translating classics of boys' lit into a language he fears is
going the way of kit radios and marbles: Morse code.
Holed up in his high-desert home crammed with computers, radio receivers and a very patient wife, Mr. Adams uses
homemade software to download online books with expired copyrights, convert the typed words into Morse code
tones and record them on compact discs he sells on the Internet.

The club’s web page http://members.iinet.net.au/~oseagram/current.html has been revamped.
You will find copies of all available newsletters are now on-line for download from July 1997.
Since 26/3/2009 we have had a logging map of visitors to our Morsecodian Fraternity web-page.
We’ve had 100 log-ins including visitors from India, UK, USA, Ireland, Netherlands, Thailand, Germany, Indonesia,
zerland as well as every Australian state.
Morse-code lives on.

Swit-

Ron McMullen’s Key Collection “Collectors”programme ABC-TV Friday 8pm WA time.
“At this stage (they can change) - Ron McMullen’s Key collection is scheduled for Anzac Day 25th April 2010”.
Collectors Production Team ABC TV Hobart.
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Once again our display and demonstrations of Morse telegraphy proved very popular with visitors to the show although
our figures (1872) were down slightly on the previous year. This was no doubt caused by several of our regular volunteers being unavailable due to illness or other unavoidable circumstances. Unfortunately this will only become worse in
future years as age and ill health takes its toll of our members. However we hope to have John Thomson available for our
next event with additional assistance from Terry Hewson who showed he has lost little of his former skill.
During most days a cold, south easterly wind made conditions uncomfortable but the Heritage team have agreed to erect
a further Perspex barrier which will provide protection in future events. The addition of displays from other organizations
in the Heritage pavilion has also increased the noise factor and this made receiving more difficult.

Graham Sinclair under the watchful eye of
one of the many show visitors.

Col Hopkins receiving, Graham Sinclair sending
with Wal Whitney speaking to visitors.

On the Monday we were privileged to have the Governor of Western Australia, His Excellency Ken Michael AC and his wife
Julie visit our display and they showed great interest in what we were doing. A welcoming message was transmitted and
delivered to the Governor who thanked us and said it would certainly be one for his scrapbook Those members present
were introduced to the Governor and his wife, who are very humble, friendly and personable people.
The 2010 Show will again see us in attendance but we can always use additional help. So even if your operating skills are
not what they used to be, but you would like to assist, give Ken Knox a ring on 94505069. Our display is staffed on each
day of the show from approx 9am until 5pm, but even one day from you would help. You will certainly enjoy the
experience and the camaraderie. Complimentary entry passes and coffee are supplied.
Once again we received great support from the RAS office staff and the Heritage crew in making our display and Morse
exhibition a huge success.

Snippet From The Past
It was back in the PMG days when Post Offices were required to open on public holidays from 9am until 10am. To most
postal clerks this was a bone of contention because it not only ruined their long weekend but very few customers took
advantage of the service.
Such was the case at the Leederville Post Office in the early 50’s and the two postal clerks on duty remarked that it was a
complete waste of time as not one customer had come in. When 10am arrived, one of the postal clerks went to the front
door to lock up and found the door already locked.
For fear of repercussions the culprit’s name cannot be revealed but it does appear elsewhere in this newsletter.
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For location of Perth’s first Telephone Exchange, see page 5.
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“It is quite difficult to see the
actual exchange building
because it is partly hidden
behind another building.
It is right next to the very
topmost telephone pole with all
the cross-arms (looks like they
hadn't run all the aerial
conductors at that stage).”
Thanks to Ross Herbert for
supplying photo and explanation.

The following is taken from:
The Project Gutenberg EBook of Scientific American, Vol. 17, No. 26 December 28, 1867
Man Proposes, but God Disposes.
It may not be generally known that but for one of those accidents which seem to be almost a direct interposition of Providence,
Prof. Morse, the originator of the magnetic telegraph, might have been now an artist instead of the inventor of the telegraph, and that
agent of civilization be either unknown or just discovered. We publish from Tuckerman's "Book of the Artists" just from the press of
G. P. Putnam & Son, the following reminiscence of Prof. Morse:
"A striking evidence of the waywardness of destiny is afforded by the experience of this artist, if we pass at once from this early and
hopeful moment to a more recent incident. He then aimed at renown through devotion to the beautiful; but it would seem as if the genius
of his country, in spite of himself, led him to this object, by the less flowery path of utility. He desired to identify his name with art, but
it has become far more widely associated with science. A series of bitter disappointments obliged him to "coin his mind for bread", for a
long period, of exclusive attention to portrait painting, although, at rare intervals, he accomplished something more satisfactory.
More than thirty years since, on a voyage from Europe, in a conversation with his fellow passengers, the theme of discourse happened to
be the electromagnet; and one gentleman present related some experiments he had lately witnessed at Paris, which proved the almost
incalculable rapidity of movement with which electricity was disseminated. The idea suggested itself to the active mind of the artist, that
this wonderful and but partially explored agent might be rendered subservient to that system of intercommunication which had become so
important a principle of modern civilization. He brooded over the subject as he walked the deck, or lay wakeful in his berth, and by the
time he arrived at New York, had so far matured his invention as to have decided upon a telegraph of signs, which is essentially that now
in use. After having sufficiently demonstrated his discovery to the scientific, a long period of toil, anxiety, and suspense intervened
before he obtained the requisite facilities for the establishment of the magnetic telegraph.
It is now in daily operation in the United States, and its superiority over all similar inventions abroad was confirmed by the testimony of
Arago and the appropriation made for its erection by the French Government.
"By one of those coincidences which would be thought appropriate for romance, but which are more common, in fact, than the
unobservant are disposed to confess, these two most brilliant events in the painter's life--his first successful work of art and the triumph of
his scientific discovery--were brought together, as it were, in a manner singularly fitted to impress the imagination. Six copies of his
"Dying Hercules" had been made in London, and the mold was then destroyed. Four of these were distributed by the artist to academies,
one he retained, and the last was given to Mr. Bulfinch, the architect of the Capitol--who was engaged at the time upon that building.
After the lapse of many years, an accident ruined Morse's own copy, and a similar fate had overtaken the others, at least in America.
After vain endeavors to regain one of these trophies of his youthful career, he at length despaired of seeing again what could not fail to be
endeared to his memory by the most interesting associations.
One day he was superintending the preparations for the first establishment of his telegraph in the room assigned at the Capitol.
His perseverence and self-denying labor had at length met its just reward, and he was taking the first active step to obtain a substantial
benefit from his invention. It became necessary in locating the wires, to descend into a vault beneath the apartment, which had not been
opened for a long period. A man preceded the artist with a lamp. As they passed along the subterranean chamber the latter's attention was
excited by something white glimmering through the darkness. In approaching the object, what was his surprise to find himself gazing
upon his long-lost Hercules, which he had not seen for twenty years. A little reflection explained the apparent miracle.
This was undoubtedly the copy given to his deceased friend, the architect, and temporarily deposited in the vault for safety, and
undiscovered after his death."

We regret to advise Thelma Knox
passed away 5/11/2009. RIP
Our thoughts go to Ken at his sad loss.
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