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A day of demonstrations and informative discussion with 
Rynne Tanton and his partner Bernadine Alting (who run 
the TAFE ceramics Department in Launceston).  The focus 
of the workshop is the different ways Rynne approaches 
the surface of his vessels, from roughly textured to 
crystalline glazed to delicately water etched, assisted by 
Bernadine.  It is an opportunity for us to get together with 
two very experienced Northern Potters and teachers. 

Rynne writes 
“Until fairly 
recently most of 
the ceramic work I 
have made has 
been functional 
with physical 
textures as the 
decorative 
element. The 
source of 
stimulation for the 
textures has either 
been arrived at 
through 
developing 
techniques to 
match the qualities 
of clay and glaze 
or has been 
through some external stimulation like observing 
rock formations or the landscape and so on. The 
fact that I now earn my living as a potter has a 
significant influence on the sort of objects that I 
make and even though I would quite happily 
spend my days experimenting, one has to eat. This 
has resulted in some interesting design problems 
particularly in relation to economic production of 
quantities of a given item. I am fortunate in having 
a mechanical aptitude and derive a great deal of 
satisfaction from developing practical solutions to 
manufacturing problems. On another note, I have 
been a ceramics teacher for a significant number of years 
and have been through the transition of teaching students 
to be production potters to teaching a more conceptually 
orientated approach. My great joy in teaching comes from 
helping students to make creative statements in clay” . 

 

 

 

 

 

The workshop will start by focussing on some specific 
textures which Rynne uses in his work. There will be 
demonstrations to illustrate, during the while talking about 

what Rynne sees as the 
appropriate use of texture. 
In looking at water etching 
Rynne will explore various 
resist techniques and also 
look at macrocrystal glaze 
work, with technical 
information and advice. 

There will be opportunities, 
if time permits, to explore 
other areas of specific 

student interest. 

 

 

 
COST: Non-members $40, members $30,  

students $20 . 
PLACE: Potters’  Society Studio, Cosgrove High School. 

 
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL:  
Jude Maisch 62430195 

 or email: 
terrafiesta@trump.net.au 

Please book by 25th June 
 

LUNCH: Bring a plate of food to 
share. 

Tea, coffee and biscuits provided. 

NEWSLETTER OF THE 

� � � � � � �� � �� 	 � � 
 � � ��� 	 
 �
 � � �
(Southern Branch) PO Box 82, New Town, 7008 

 Cosgrove High School, G Block, Main Rd Glenorchy, 7010 
 http://www.tassie.net.au/~potters/ 

 Tas.Potters@tassie.net.au 

RYNNE TANTON and BERNADINE 
ALTING WORKSHOP 

Sunday 4th July 10 am to 4pm 
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the editor   
Dear Members 

Would you miss the Potters Society if we weren’ t here?? 

Hope it doesn’ t come to that……… 

See you at the ‘Food for Thought’  Dinner  

Tues 6th July 7pm 

The studio at  
Cosgrove High School 

see map for  details 
 

 
 

 
Entry is via the main gate in Felicity St, next to Motors 
Car Yard and come up the road to G block circled on the 
map. Alternatively park in front of the admin block at 
Cosgrove and walk up through the covered walk to the 
back to G block. 

Please contact Beres Taylor for an update on keys to the 
studio 

 

Classes in the STUDIO. 
There are currently 2 classes in the Potters’  Society Studio 
Taught by Jude Maisch and Suzi Tyson, it is a great 
opportunity for members and friends to learn some new 
skills (handbuilding or wheel) and have some fun. 
Reasonable costs, tools provided, all clay and glazes 
supplied (paid for in clay cost) and work will be fired in 
the studio.  

Spaces available 

·  Monday Evenings - 7.30-9.30 in the studio.  

Cost: $12 members and $13 non members 

 
CHILDREN©S POTTERY CLASSES  
(see notice fur ther on) 

Thursday©s 3.45pm -5.15pm.   

$12 a session.  

Bookings and enquires phone Jude on 6243 0195 

Main Road Glenorchy: main 
entrance gate in Felicity St 

G Block circled Gate Parking 

Committee 2003 – 2004 

Meetings 1st Tue of the month…All welcome 
President Beres Taylor 6239 0151 
Vice President Tom Hartley 6239 6475 

Secretary Biddy Searl 6228 0869 

Minutes Secretary Jane Tyler 6224 0280 

Treasurer  Tom Hartley 

Newsletter  Editor /Web Page Coordinator /Members 
database 
 Tricia Robinson 6244 6425 

  0438 446 423 

Workshop Officer  Jude Maisch 6243 0195 

L ibrary Barbara Baddiley 6225 2471 
Exhibition Officer  Dawn Oakford 6228  

Committee Dianne Martin 6225 3731 

Suzi Tyson 6239 1311 

Diane Foster 6243 9824 

Angie McGowan 6224 8082 

Christine Crisp 
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THIS WAY UP   - 
   BEFORE AND AFTER. 

On Friday May 7th, This Way Up opened at the Cosgrove 
High School Gallery. 

The opening was a modest event, attended by thirty or so 
guests including several of the exhibitors; current TPS 
President, Beres Taylor; Eleanor Downes, the Cultural 
Development Officer for GCC; Alderman Adriana Taylor; 
Cosgrove High Principal, Paul Kelly and renowned painter 
Terry Gough, who also founded the Gallery. 

 
This Way Up represents a new initiative for the Southern 
Tasmanian Potters’  Society. 

The idea for the project came about during a conversation 
at Ceramics 2003, which not only featured the work of 
invited ceramicists but also clay masks and drawings 
produced by Art students at the school. 

The concept of a joint venture between the Southern 
Potters and the Art department of the school was further 
developed through the hard work and commitment of the 
Head Art teacher, Judy Muller and the TPS Exhibition 
Officer, Dawn Oakford. 

 This 
Way Up, an exhibition of work by TPS members, 
represents stage 1 of the venture. During the display, Art 
students at the school responded to the exhibits through 
writing, drawing and clay work. In turn they will hold their 
own response exhibition -  stage 2  - later in the year.  

Initially planned as an educational exhibition that would 
establish links between students at the school and local art 
and craft organisations, the project has generated 
additional benefits for both groups.  

Despite the short lead up time, more members participated 
in This Way Up than in last year’ s Annual Exhibition and 
the seven sales made compares well with those at last 
year’s higher profile Annual Exhibition. Three Northern 
members were inspired to contribute, and a group of 
potters from Cosmos were very motivated and encouraged 
during their visit to the Gallery. 
This Way Up included a very diverse range of ceramic 
work that highlighted many exciting ways in which clay 

can be used in the creation of very individual and personal 
art. Function was well represented through Mark Knight’ s 
large wheel-thrown platter, Jude Maisch’s gestural serving 
tray, Alfresco, Beres Taylor’s blue glazed Normandy 
Butter Dish, and Tricia Robinson’s Firelight range of 
candle holders.  

Jane Tyler’s wall sculpture, Come Closer, provided a 
striking feature as visitors entered the Gallery. The theme 
of architecture and towers was very skilfully approached 
by Christine Crisp, in Rapunsel, Rapunsel Where are the 
Stairs? And John Watson, in Tower of Babel. Other non-
functional exhibits included the beautifully crafted Lace 
Blundstones by Yulia Szalay; Richard Whitaker’ s Picasso-
inspired Seated Women; Jacki Murphy’s lush and “ larger 
than life”  Two Pears and the delightfully curvaceous 
female forms of Anna Williams and Carolyn Toselli. 

The wall pieces of Carolyn Audet, John Watson and 
Margaret Doe further illustrated the versatility of clay. 
Carolyn Canty’s clay embellished prints are excellent 
examples of how effective clay can be in conjunction with 
other media and text.  An interest in animals inspired the 
stylised earthenware Ram by Dorice Griffiths and a 
concern with endangered wildlife prompted Yoona 
Wellings to create her set of Native Animals.  Bird life 
provided the focus for Garth Murphy in his tiny and 
delicate trio of Birds and for Dawn Oakford in her group 
of abstracted slip-cast Penguins . 

Merril Thompson’s abstract pieces Contemplator and Two 
Ways sum up well the underlying aims of the exhibition – 
to analyse and contemplate the works on show in terms of 
technique and ideas and to then experiment with other, 
personal ways of seeing and making.  

Many thanks to all those who took part, your support, 
especially at such short notice, was very much appreciated.  

I will be following up this venture with an article to 
Australian Ceramics/Pottery in Australia. So if you have 
any feedback or comments about the exhibition, or the 
project as a whole, please contact me. (ph. 62 285569/ 
email. dawn_oakford@iprimus.com.au ) Dawn Oakford  

 
Add: I went to see the exhibition during the week when an 
art class was in progress in the adjoining room.  Several 
students were in the exhibition sketching some of the work. 
Itook the opportunity to discuss with tem what they found 
interesting. Of interest was surface texture and firing 
techniques. I was able to provide some technical 
information. From this experience I think it was a valuable 
addition for an exhibitor to visit the class to discuss 
thoughts and ideas that provided the inspiration in the 
making process and final design.  Maybe there would be 
further opportunities for members to visit the class as 
students prepare their work for a reciprocal exhibition. Ed 
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BUISNESS 
OPPORTUNITY 
Off Centre Potter ’s Co-operative 

A vacancy in the Co-operative now exists for a potter of 
high standard who wishes to expose their work to the 
market and to be involved in an ongoing relationship in 
this wonderful Co-op. 

Off Centre has been in business for nearly five years and is 
still going strong.  We have a new Gallery section, which 
showcases the Co-operative’s and other people’s work and 
making a reputation as a quality Gallery. 

Interested parties please contact  

Sue Murphy on 6227 8323. 

 

CHILDREN©S 
POTTERY CLASS

The children©s class will resume on Thursday 24th June.  

The second term will be 10 weeks from  

24 June - 26 August. 3.45pm - 5.00pm in the Cosgrove 
Potters Society studio. 

A small group has been running through first term with 
much enthusiasm, making snakes and lizards, coil pots, 
patterned slab dishes and little houses. They even had a go 
on the wheel. 

Next term we will be using white clay, with different 
possibilities for decoration, starting with making a mobile 
and fridge magnets. 

There are a couple of spaces available in the class, so pass 
it on to your friends. 

Phone Jude 62430195. 

 

For Sale 
 

10 Bags of Walkers No 10 

$55 

Phone Dianne Martin on 6225 3731 

 

Annual Exhibition 
Start making work now for the Potters Society Annual 
Exhibition – Entry forms next newsletter 

Tues 19th October to Mon 1st November  04 
 

 

Living Artists Week 
This year we have registered the Potters Society in the 
Living Artists Week, Look for the flyer in the next 
newsletter.  Activities will include: 

·  Open day on Sunday 22nd August 10 am – 3pm 

·  Working demonstration stations 

·  Sale of members work stall 

·  Displays of workshops, classes and projects 

·  Experience the equipment 

·  Meet committee and members 

·  Refreshments and Soup for small donation 

We are going to have a ‘ sandwich board’  on the road to 
publicise the event.  We will be contacting the media with 
details for radio and paper. Please let us know if you can 
distribute flyers 

Come along and bring a friend. 

 

AGM 
In this newsletter you will receive a nomination form for 
executive positions and a renewal of membership form.  
There is a new option on the membership form for those 
people who would like to contribute in some way by 
providing a donation to the society.  It could also be an 
option for people, who don’ t necessary want to be 
members but support the Society. Please let others know of 
this option. 

Sunday 8th August at 11 am 
Cosgrove High School 

Studio 
Guest Speaker : 

Tr isha Dean, Editor  
Australian Ceramics Magazine 

Trisha will be presenting 
‘How to photograph your Work’  

Shared Lunch: Please br ing a plate 
Tea and coffee supplied 
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� � � � � � �� � �� 	 � � 
 � � ��� 	 
 �
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(Southern Branch) 

PO Box 82, New Town, 7008 

Cosgrove High School 

G Block, Main Rd Glenorchy, 7010 
http://www.tassie.net.au/~potters/ 

Tas.Potters@tassie.net.au 
NOMINATION FORM FOR EXECUTIVE POSITIONS  

AT AGM 

 

 

I  …………………………………………...…….wish to nominate 

 

………………………………….……….…….. for  the position of 

 

…………………………………….. signed ………………………. 

 

 

I  accept nomination for  this position ……………………………. 

 

     (nominee’s signature) 

 

 

POSITIONS: 

 President Workshop Officer  

 Vice President Exhibition Officer  

 Secretary Publicity Officer  

 Treasurer  Library 

 Newsletter  Editor  Committee Member 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP / RENEWAL 

 DUE NOW 

As a member you are entitled to: 

·  Six newsletters per year. 

·  Attend workshops given by local, interstate and overseas potters, at members’  
rates. 

·  Exhibit at the Tasmanian Potters’  Society Annual Exhibition. 

·  Use the studio space and equipment including wheels, slab roller, kiln, pug 
mill, ball mill and spray equipment. 

·  Use the reference library and study the large collection of pots from past 
workshop demonstrations. 

·  Feature work on the website. 
Quer ies:  Tr icia Robinson 6244 6425  or  Email:  triciar@bigpond.net.au 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP: $30.00 OR  full time students $15.00,  
Associate Membership $15, Group Membership $50 

Donations accepted 
���� ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Application for Membership of the Tasmanian Potters’ Society (Southern 
Branch) 03/04 

Renewing member   New Member  

Name: …………………………………………….…..……………… 

Address: ………………………………………………………………… 

 ………………………………………………………………… 

Telephone: ……………………..  Email:  ………………………………… 

Fee enclosed:  Full member $30.00 (   ),  $15.00 student member (   ), 

$15.00 Associate member (   ), $50 Group Member (   ). 

Donation to Society (….) 
 

Post to: Tasmanian Potters’  Society,  
PO Box 82, New Town, 7008 



IN THIS ISSUE:   MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DUE NOW 

Blank page 
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Tas Potters New Strategy �  

 
I f you don’ t want to wrestle with Hulk Hogan 

then listen up 

WE NEED YOU 
Tues 6th July 7pm 

Social dinner  with guest speaker  
Specifics: 

·  Potters Society Studio, (warmed up before hand!) 

·  Bring some food maybe finger food / desert – soup, 
casserole and curry provided. 

·  Bring the family and eat there. 

·  Drinks: Hot mulled wine and various alcohol and 
soft drinks to buy for small fee, so bring gold coins. 

·  New members come and have a chat, some of us 
have never met. 

·  Bring ideas, Eleanor from Glenorchy Council will 
be there to help us plan for the future of the Society 
with questions such as Are we in touch with 
members, Where do people hear about events? What 
are the key benefits for you?  

Many of these issues will be available for comment 
in the form of ‘option posters’  stuck up around the 
walls where you can have a say or make a comment 
individually or during the dinner.  There will be 
some sit down and talking time after we have eaten. 

Last years ‘Pot Luck’  social dinner was a great success. 
Come and hear about what we 
will be doing in living artists 
week, the workshop program for 
next year and how you can spot 
light your work on the website.  
Some people want more 
exhibitions and opportunities to 
sell work, others want support 
with skills and development of 
work and others again want 
social events such as sticky beak 
tours with BBQs to be with like-
minded people. 

Workshop Shopping 
Its always a bit of a guess as to what the majority of members 
want as far as workshops go, so in planning for 2005 I would 
like a bit more input please. 

In 2003 we had an emphasis on slip casting and working with 
slip, with some wonderful input from Dawn, Sue and Yulia. 
Also a raku/pitfiring, which seems to becoming an annual 
event! 

In 2004 the raku/pitfiring began the year with good 
attendance and was a great day. David Walker’ s 
question/answer session was invaluable. Similarly, the 
fascinating tour of the Wong Collection was followed by a 
delicious Chinese dinner. Maudie Bryan’s mosaic workshop 
was fantastic, but we only just had enough people to make 
the event viable. 

The next workshop, with Rynne and Bernadine is being 
publicised well so please book in and encourage others to 
attend.  

For those who haven’ t been to a workshop, they are for all 
levels of experience, and everyone brings something to share 
for lunch, the urn is on and there are tea, coffee and biscuits.  

For the AGM on the 8th August, we will be hosting Tricia 
Dean, editor of the Journal of Australian Ceramics (Pottery in 
Australia) who will be talking about photographing your 
work for publication, among other things  

Now for  2005...............  These are some suggestions: 
1. Experimental Clay Printing with Petra Svoboda 

from Sydney.  

2. Fast Fire Fibre Clay Sculpture with Steve Harr ison 
from Sydney. Both of these are outlined in the latest 
Journal of Australian Ceramics, page 96.  

3. John Eagle who specialises in copper red glazes 
and rare earth oxides. He is running a workshop on 
these, including info on marketing at Sturt Pottery 
this June. (Reference Australian Ceramics “ In 
Touch” . It is interesting to note that this 2 day 
workshop costs participants $220 at Sturt, with 25% 
discount for students). 

4. Vipoo Sr ivilasa “ funky hand-building”. 

5. Anagama firing with Ben Richardson. 

6. A “problem solving” day with input from some of 
the “older members” . Teapot spouts, fitting lids, 
firing the kiln etc.  

7. ”FUN DAYS” in the studio. 

8. Pottery jewellery.  

We have been, in the past, particularly fortunate to have 
grants that have enabled us to subsidise workshops with 
potters such at Jeff Oestreich and Matthias Osterman from 
overseas. 

YOUR needs within the Society re workshops, praise about 
what you have enjoyed and input on what we could be doing 
differently is valuable to us. Please let me know if the 
proposed suggestions for 2005 would be of interest to you. 
Let me know if you have other workshop suggestions. 

Phone me on 62430195 or email me at 
terrafiesta@trump.net.au  

Jude Maisch 
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� � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � � �  if you have any announcements, pictures, 

stories or anything of interest to publish please contact the 
editor. 

I am very happy to meet for coffee or for you to ring me and 
tell me the details and I will write it up for the next edition. 

Deadline date for  August Newsletter   
is Fr iday 23rd July 

 
The editor reserves the right to edit or abridge material. 
�  Tasmanian Potters’  Society (Southern Branch Inc) 

The Society will not accept responsibility for any goods and 
services advertised in this newsletter 

� � � � � � � � �	 � � �
 � � � � 
 � �

� � � � � � �� �� � �	 
 � � �� 
 �� � �� �

·  Ceramic Supplies, Clays,
Glazes, Tools.

·  Art Materials.
·  Art Books.
·  Cards.
·  Decorative Papers.
·  Expert Advice.

Centre for the Arts,
37 Hunter St, Hobart.

Ph: 6226 4313
Fax: 6226 4315

Monday – Friday 8.30am – 5pm
Saturday 10am – 1pm

 

 
 

rofiles and photographs featured in the newsletters 
will also appear on our web page.  If you do not 
wish your name and work to be on the Internet 

please contact the editor. 

 

� �

Diary of Events 

June 
27 – July 25 ‘Tablescapes’  Lady Franklin – TAFE 

Students 

July  
4th  Rynne Tanton and Bernadine Alting 

"Surfaces" Workshop 

6th ‘Food for thought’  Social Dinner in studio/ 
planning night with Eleanor Downes 

August  
8th AGM, Guest speaker: Trisha Dean – ‘How 

to photograph work’ . 

22nd Living Artists Week: Open Studio Cosgrove 

October   

19th – 1st Nov Annual Exhibition 
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After Easter, Bob & Jill will be running the shop 
until the end of June 

Regards, Janine & Denis 

�


