® NEWSLETTER OF THE

No 262 Aug/Sept 04

(Southern Branch)

PO Box 82, New Town, 7008

Cosgrove High School, G Block, Main Rd Glenorchy, 7010
http://www.tassie.net.au/~potters/

Tas.Potters@tassie.net.au

Editor’s email triciar@bigpond.net.au
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President’s Report
This is my third and final Annual President’s Report on the
activities of the Tasmanian Potter's  Society.
As | have said in the past, | think a President’s report has to
do two things. Firstly it is areview of the past year and where
we have come in that time, highlighting both the successes
and failures because we learn from both. Secondly, it should
look forward to where the F7
organisation can, should and wants [
to go in both the short and long
terms, in other words act as a pointer
to future directions. So this report is
again going to attempt to do both
these things.

Firstly, areview of the past year

As you may recall from my report
last year, we had undertaken the task
of organising an activity of some
kind each month. This year we
decided not to be so ambitious and
demanding on ourselves. Even so,
between August and the end of the
year we had conducted workshops
by Lauren Carpenter, Suzi Tyson,
and Yulia Szalay, an Adult
Education ‘sticky beak tour’ and a
Christmas function, al in addition to
the annual exhibition and in the
midst of all this | managed to be
overseas for 7 weeks, returning just
in time to see the last day of the ==
annual exhibition. | want to thank
Dawn Oakford and Tom Hartley in
particular and the other committee and ordinary members
who assisted in any way in the set up and running of last
years Annual Exhibition. Congratulations to al of the
prizewinners and all the exhibitors. Your combined efforts
ensured that the Tasmanian Potters Society continues to
showcase the high standard of ceramics in this State. | can
assure you that what | saw at Sidespace Gallery last October
was of equal standard with the best | had seen in the previous
7 weeks in travelling in UK and Europe looking specifically
at craft ceramics.

Beres Taylor, President

In January, we held what is becoming an annual event with a
raku day somewhere in Collinsvale, this year at my studio at
Collins Cap. Subseguent events included a 1 day workshop
with Maudie Bryant, working with mosaics, a half day
session with David Walker from Walker Ceramics, which
incidentally, has to be one of the most informative few hours
| have ever spent discussing clays and glazes. The most
recent workshop was with Rhynne
Tanton and Bernadette Alting,
another fascinating day where

many new techniques were
demonstrated.

In between these workshops, Jane
Tyler has organised and
supervised a series of “Open
Days’” here in the studio,

attempting to make our facilities
better known to our members and
the wider community and Dawn
Oakford worked with Judy Muller
from here a Cosgrove High
School to curate the very
successful  “This Way Up
Exhibition which ran for 2 weeks
in early May. We look forward to
seeing the Cosgrove students
Response exhibition later in the
year. | want to thank both Jane and
Dawn for these initiatives.

Jude Maisch and Suzi Tyson have
continued with the pottery classes
they started last year and these are
proving to be very successful sources of
inspiration to budding potters of al ages
and a lucrative source of income to the society as well as
ensuring the ongoing use of the studio. | might just say that
there are many vacant time dots if other members wished to
try their hand at something similar or just want to use the
Society facilities for their own work projects, after all, the
studio is very well equipped and well set up as a work space.

Eleanor Downes, Community Cultural Development Officer
at Glenorchy City Council has been prevailed upon to attend
several committee meetings in recent months as the
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committee has done some exploration of what the potters
Society is, what is its function and future direction. This
activity culminated in the “Food for Thought” supper and
discussion held on 6™ July and the subsequent survey of
members, which many of you will by now have completed.
Preliminary examination of responses received indicates that
members are happy with the way the society is being run,
want the newsletter to remain in its present format and
frequency without going to electronic copy, want to retain the
present variety of workshops which they can attend if the
topic appeals and are generally reluctant to put their hands up
and volunteer to come onto the committee and help run the
Society. In discussing the responses and our own feelings
about how the Society operates the committee has suggested
that perhaps the monthly meetings can be accompanied with
a brief time of instruction or demonstration of some
technique or process so that each time we come together, we
get the opportunity to extend our experience or knowledge as
well as contributing to the life of the Society through our
meeting deliberations.
Last year | said thisin my report — “ The society has written
to the Premier as Minister for Tourism regarding the absence
of local ceramics in major tourist venues and we will be now
following up the operators of those venues directly as time
and opportunity permit. Again, this only works if we have
product to offer, so if members want to be considered as
potential suppliers to tourist outlets like Port Arthur, the
Tahune Air Walk, the Forest walk at Smithton and even on
the Spirits then please let the committee know of your
interest.”

| want to let you know that | raised this matter with Mr Rob
Gaison, Head of Tourism Tasmania when | met him at a
function early this year. Within 4 weeks, his assistant was
back in contact with me to advise that there had been a
change in policy at Port Arthur and they are now sourcing
Tasmanian ceramics. Having recently travelled on the Spirit
of Tasmania, | think the ships should be our next target.

One of the things | have previously mentioned is a brochure
outlining names and locations of potters interested in
showing and selling their works directly to the tourist trade. |
recently spent some time in the Illawarra region of NSW —
South of Sydney and the various craft people in that region
have contributed to a brochure in which each of them has a
brief description of their work , their location and opening
hours along with contact details so that any one wanting to
visit a number of artists has a ready guide to make this
possible. Given the growth in our Tourist numbers recently, |
believe there is a place for a similar document in Southern
Tasmania (and indeed each region of the State) from which
al participants would gain significant benefits. | am still
interested in coordinating such a publication.

| have talked briefly about some of the activities of the
committee over the past 12 months. | now want to thank you
al for your efforts and your contributions. In a nutshell, |
think you have been magnificent! Numbers have been small,
but each member has been respected and appreciated for their
contribution and each member has done their utmost to carry
out the tasks they have voluntarily taken on as well as those
things thrust upon them by necessity of having the job done —
well done and thank you!

If | have any disappointment with my own performance over
the past 2v2 years it is in the way membership of the society
has declined with our move here to Cosgrove. It was

something we anticipated at the time of the move and it isthe
thing that presents one of the greatest challenges to the
incoming committee. At the same time, we are seeing similar
declines in membership in many community organisations
and even in enrolments in Adult Education and TAFE
ceramics courses. So | think the challenge is more one of
relevance than any thing else — how can we and ceramics
become more relevant in and to our community and what do
we do to encourage greater participation. | think that one area
we need to consider is greater availability of members to
schools as “artists in resident” type of relationships so we can
show developing students that there is relevance in
developing interest and skill in handling and creating in that
humble material, clay.

As| said at the beginning, thisis my last report as President,
| cribbed an extra 6 months in the job at the beginning but
now my time is definitely up. | thank you for the
opportunities this position has given me. | can but trust that
the decisions we have take over the past 2Y2 years have been
ones that will ultimately benefit the Society. | thank the
committees who have worked with me and | wish the
incoming President and committee every success for the
coming year.

| move that the President’ s report be accepted
Beres Taylor

Workshops-talks-meetings

Activitiesin the Studio
Have you seen the Studio yet???

Department of Art Craft & Design
TAFE

LUNCH BOX LECTURE

Penny Smith: A lifein Ceramics
Where: Theatrette, A3 block
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Treasurer’'s Report

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT 1ST JULY
2003 to 30TH JUNE 2004
INCOME EXPENDITURE
PREMISES $134.00 $1,749.32
WORKSHOP $4,573.00 $3,558.90
NEWSLETTER $740.86
EXHIB $1,200.60 $841.55
EQUIP $70.00 $0.00
ADMIN $237.50
MISC $234.58 $22.90
SUBS $1,410.00 $0.00
TOTALS $7,622.18 $7,151.03
INCOME LESS $471.15 (profit)
EXPENDITURE
Reconciliation $0.18
Bank Balance Sheet  ($4,312.00
31/6/03
Bank 30/06/04 $4,782.97
CHANGE ON $470.97 (profit)
BALANCE

Receipts and Payments for 1% July 2002 to 30™ June 2003 as
Prepared by lan Ross, the Society’s Auditor.

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT 1ST JULY
2002 to 30TH JUNE 2003
INCOME EXPENDITURE
PREMISES $1,623 $1536
WORKSHOP $2,070 $4280
NEWSLETTER $609
EXHIB $885 $657
EQUIP $84
ADMIN $483
MISC $52 $157
SUBS $1,857 $0.00
Registration fees $43
Depreciation $811
Equip Repairs $242
Insurance $605
Bank Interest $256
TOTALS $6,827 $9,423
INCOME LESS - $2,596 (-$1,785 if
EXPENDITURE depreciation is
discounted)

Comments. This is a very satisfactory outcome for the year
given that this way the first full financial year that we had
been in the new Studio post completion of all the moves and
the installation of the major items such as the kiln etc. which
were a significant drain upon our finances last year. It
demonstrates that we were able to generate sufficient income
in our new environment to cover all our costs; but the margin

is small — only $471 — and it is going to require ongoing
endeavours by the Members to keep us financialy ‘healthy’.
Our fixed income comes from our Subscriptions and they
amounted to $1410 last year. This is not sufficient to meet
our fixed per annum expenditures that arise from our rent
$1,100 , the Newsletter $740 and our Public Liability
Insurance Premium $605. This is a total of $2,445 per
annum. We are therefore obliged to raise at least $1000 per
annum to maintain a balanced account. These observations
lead me to propose some modest increase in our Subscription
Rates in the 2005 — 2006 Financia Y ear.

Another observation on our Accounts is that we now have
more than sufficient capital in our bank account to meet this
financial year’'s fixed expenditure and that therefore it would
be wise to place some of that capital into an interest bearing
deposit account.

Tom Hartley Treasurer

A final observation on our Accounts is that we owe a great
deal to those Organisers and Participants of Workshops,
Classes and Exhibitions because they have clearly generated
significant income for the Society.

A vote of thanks to all the Organisers and Participants of
Workshops, Classes and Exhibitions for their very practical
contribution to the Society’ s financial viability.

Tom Hartley
Hon Treasurer
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Committee 2003 — 2004

M eetings 1st Tue of the month...All welcome

President John Watson 62311696
Vice President Beres Taylor 6239 0151
Secretary Dorice Griffiths 62439908
Minutes Secretary  Jane Tyler 6224 0280
Treasurer Tom Hartley 6239 6475

Newdletter Editor/Web Page Coordinator/

Member’sdatabase Tricia Robinson 6244 6425
0438 446 423
Workshop Officer  Yulia Szalay 62284258
Studio/Library co-managers:
Jude Maisch 6243 0195
Suzi Tyson 62391311
Exhibition Officer  Beres Taylor 6239 0151
Dawn Oakford 62285569
Committee Junita Stevens 62443296
TBA
TBA

Here we are into another year after the AGM. Thisissueis
late due to the usual complaints; work, time, study and other
commitments. A large chunk of time was also taken up by
illness, but I’'m over that which feelsreally good.

As you see we have new people filling executive positions,
which will bring some spark to the committee and the next
potting year.

Planning for next year is underway and the next couple of
months will be busy with the Annual Exhibition.

Jude and Suzi have taken on a new role as co-managers of the
studio so we should see some action there.

Results of asurvey look like you want the newsletter to stay
the same and for the society to continue in the same vein.

I’m hoping to install a couple of new columnsin coming
editions with the help of some members so look out for that.

In the meantime happy potting
Tricia Robinson Ed

MANUFACTURING AND SUPPLYING POTTERS NEEDS FOR OVER 105 YEARS

Tasmanian Ceramic and Pottery Supplies, Derwent Ceramics or Entrepot Art Products

The studio at

Cosgrove High School
see map for details

Main Road Glenorchy: main
entrance gate in Fdlicity St

N

Parking

G Block circled Gate

Entry is via the main gate in Felicity St, next to Motors Car
Yard and come up the road to G block circled on the map.
Alternatively park in front of the admin block at Cosgrove
and walk up through the covered walk to the back to G block.
Booking for the kiln and keys are available at
Derwent Ceramics

16B Sunderland St, Moonah Ph: (03) 6278 3208
Open: Mon-Fri 9:00-5:30, Sat 9:00-1:00

Classesin the STUDIO.

There are currently 2 classesin the Potters’ Society Studio

Taught by Jude Maisch and Suzi Tyson, it is a great
opportunity for members and friends to learn some new skills
(handbuilding or wheel) and have some fun. Reasonable
costs, tools provided, all clay and glazes supplied (paid for in
clay cost) and work will be fired in the studio.

Spaces available
Monday Evenings - 7.30-9.30 in the studio.
Cost: $12 members and $13 non members

CHILDREN@G POTTERY CLASSES
Thursday®3.45pm -5.15pm.
$12 asession.
Bookings and enquir es phone Jude on 6243 0195
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WOULD YOU LIKE
TO COME AND USE

THE STUDIO!!

Here is some info from the studio managers:
The Studio isfor the use of all membersat any time.

You need a set of keys (obtainable from Derwent Ceramics,
see page 3 or last page), John, Suzi or Jude (see Committee
List). There will be several sets at Derwent Ceramics soon. If
you do borrow the keys please return them on the same day
unless prior arrangements have been made.

Each set will have
A gate key
External door key,
Alarm box key and

Studio key, which also opens the kiln room and
kitchen/bathroom area down the hallway.

Y ou will need to turn the alarm off when you arrive and back
on when you leave (scary at first but it gets easy!).
Instructions are at Derwent Ceramics when you get the keys.

The cost of using the studio is $2 a half day, $4 a full day.
Please sign the STUDIO USE BOOK inside the door and put
your money in the jar on the cupboard opposite the kiln in the
kiln room. That money will be collected weekly and passed
on to the treasurer. The money helps pay for the studio rental
and insurance costs.

THE KILN: We have a good Tetlow electric kiln for
members use: $10 bisque and $15 glaze. It has a Harco 8
stage computer controller, and before using the kiln you must
have a familiarity session with one of the members. Call one
of the studio managers or a committee member to arrange
this. There are clear instruction posters on the wall to guide
you after this orientation.

You need to book the kiln by ringing Derwent Ceramic
Supplies 62783208.

Please pay for the firing when it is unpacked, kiln hire money
is paid into one of the envelopes provided, please write your
name on the front. Please don't forget to write details in the
studio use book. It is important for you to write your firing
schedule in the kiln book as well as this is how we pay our
electricity costs to Cosgrove High School.

THE LIBRARY: Books can be borrowed for a maximum of
3 weeks, and any books can be borrowed except the current
editions of journals. There are also videos.

Please write name, date, title and your contact number in the
LIBRARY BORROWING BOOK, which is a spira bound
book on one of the top shelves of the bookcase.

STUDIO CLEANUP: Cleanup your own mess, observe the
studio cleaning postersi.e. damp clean to reduce dust.

Ensure that you don’'t leave heaters or the urn when you leave
and turn lights off.

No food or milk down the sink as it makes the clay-trap gross
because the foodstuff ferments!!

CLAY ETC: You need to bring your own clay and materials

as anything in the studio is for the Monday classes or
workshops. You can leave work in the studio with a clear
label and come back for another session.

The Studio runs on an honesty system so look after it for all
of us and don't forget to pay etc. Indications show it is
becoming used more often, and any recent glitches with keys
and kiln are being ironed out. The studio managers would
love some feedback. The newdletter editor is always happy to
publish letters e.g. "I would love to go to the studio once a
week and would like some othersto join me”.

If you are interested in Thursday mornings please phone
Jude 62430195, email: terrafiesta@trump.net.au or Suzi
62391311

Living Artist’s Week

What an active week, by the time | clawed through the
extensive brochure and picked out what | wanted to see it was
almost over.

The studio at Cosgrove hosted an open day which was
advertised in the brochure but unfortunately wasn't very
specific to the Potters Society — we'll get it right next year.

We had ten people come through and a couple joined as
members to use the studio. One visitor stayed a couple of
hours; time enough to make herself a free wall planter shown
below. Congratulations Sharon not bad for someone who has
never handled clay before....with a bit of help from me of
course.

Beres, Jude and Jane turned their hands to throwing,
trimming and turning bowls and cups.

Some of us sold some work we had displayed which made
the day awinner for us.

All in al a good day and can only get bigger and better next
year.

We were given an evauation form to fill out for the
organisers of Living Artists Week. We compiled our
response on Tuesday night committee meeting. Here are a
few of our combined suggestions.

We thought there needs to be more active broad publicity to
attract the general public. We noticed that the radio talk back
programs seemed allittle selective in the artist they repeatedly
featured. There were also changes in the brochure its self
that we would like to see changed. So we will wait and see
Tricia Robinson
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Rynne Tanton And

Bernadine Alting

On 4th July Rynne and Bernadine travelled from Underwood,
out of Launceston, dog and a huge assortment of pots and
tools on board, to give a very interesting workshop.

It was well attended and offered enough variety to inspire us
al. Rynne was very generousin his"tips', such as the use of
a throwing stick, cleaning the bottom of his freshly thrown
pot with a turning tool

rather than an angled stick

and the use of an ingenious

huon pine tube which he

blew into the pot to further

inflate afull-bellied vessel.

He amazed us with his talk

of the "machinery" he has

purchased along the way to

assist him in his task of

running his pottery

workshop with ingenuity

and efficiency. He spoke at

length about his business

development, where he has

mixed dip-casting and

jigger-jolley with throwing,

in order to maximise profits from his work. Clever packaging

and researching the best outlets for his type of work were

emphasised.
Bernadine spoke about her
desire to find something
that was both hers and
different which would also
sl

Her latest work is thrown
porcelain, Southern Ice (of
which they both raved),
with images on the outside,
which she has drawn on
with cold wax in a batik
shunting tool. The clay is
washed away leaving the
pattern in relief, with high
pressure water. Those who
were at the workshop would
appreciate the image of
letting Bernadine loose with a high pressure hose in the
studio!! She donated a beautiful example of her recent work
to our collection.

Many of us were waiting for some crystalline glaze secrets
and Rynne talked about recipes, shapes of crystals as they
relate to different cooling cycles and recommended two good
books: Dianne Creber® "Crystalline Glazes and Hopper®
"Ceramic Spectrum'. He brought along with him some
wonderful examples for usto look at.

As always part of the enjoyment of the workshop was getting
together with other members, and | would encourage
members to keep an eye on the programme of workshops and
other activities and come and participate.

Jude Masch

Annual Exhibition

Potters Society Annual Exhibition — Entry formsthis
newsl etter. Poster included please display in your area/
supermarket / library etc.

Tues 19" October to Mon 1% November 04

We have had some pots donated for the fundraising raffle this
year. Hugh THANK Y OU to Rynne Tanton and Yulia
Szalay.

Beres will be coordinating the Exhibition this year and co-
ordinating staffing and judging etc. We will require people
for working bees— painting plinths, set up and pull down.
Please Volunteer contact Beres Talyor on

Phone: 6239 0151 or
Email: ber estaylor @bigpond.com

Guest Speaker at AGM

Trisha Dean, Editor: Australian Ceramics Journal

Trisha was very generous with her time. She came to
Tasmania to attend the AGM and was also looking at
ceramics here for the next edition of the journal which will be
showcasing Tasmania.

We had a dlide show of her work and some background on
her beings with clay. She started when she was 12yrs old
when her father built her a kick wheel, which she still uses
today. Her first job wasin aflower pot making factory doing
production throwing of 12kg strawberry pots... hundreds and

She has completed various tertiary study and been involved
in bush regeneration. She branched out and taught glaze
technology for 12 years at Sydney TAFE. Her earlier
influences has led to her looking at repetition as a theme for
making simple domestic forms featuring light and shadow
which is her latest installation.

| love listening to other people tell their stories and show
pictures of their work and progress. It's very inspiring and
generates reflection on one’s own journey.

Trisha explained to us the process for editing the Australian

Ceramics Journal. They have a graphic artist for layout
design and all of the
pictures are processed by
the publisher to produce
the high quality pictures
we see in the magazine.

We had a fairly technical
discussion on what is
required to submit a
photograph of work to be
published in the
magazine. Large format
transparencies,  35mm
dides, good prints and 300dpi digital tiff format are all
acceptable forms of pictures. She suggests never scanning a
picture and emailing as the quality is not good enough. She
prefers to receive the original photo or original digital image
on CD. She aso recommended that when taking pictures to
give consideration to background, lighting, framing and what
aspect of the work needsto be emphasised. Tricia Robinson
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Diary of Events

September

23'%  Penny Smith, TAFE (see p 2 for details)
October

19" —1%Nov  Annua Exhibition
22"16.30pm Launch Guest TBA

Gallery Guide no longer available on line;
Please email events and notices to:
triciar@bigpond.net.au.

To receive news, opportunities, employment
subscribe to http://www.artsatwork.com.au and ask
to be on the mailing list.

if you have any announcements, pictures,

stories or anything of interest to publish please contact the
editor.

| am very happy to meet for coffee or for you to ring me and
tell me the details and | will write it up for the next edition.

Deadline date for October Newsdletter
isFriday 1% October

The editor reserves the right to edit or abridge material.
Tasmanian Potters' Society (Southern Branch Inc)
The Society will not accept responsibility for any goods and
services advertised in this newsl etter

Ceanric Supplies days,
Glazes Tods

Art Materids

Art Books

Cads

Devorative Papers
Expet Advice

Catrefor theArts,
37 Huter &, Hobart.
Ph 6226 4313
Fax: 6226 4315
Monday —Friday 8.30am—5pm
Surday 10am—1pm
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NEW CATALOGUE OUT NOW
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P

rofiles and photographs featured in the newd etters
will also appear on our web page. If you do not
wish your name and work to be on the Internet
please contact the editor.
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