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Stickybeak Tour

The first Sunday in May was a memorable
occasion for the score or more clay addicted
souls and their friends who gathered at Fleurtys
for the annual stickybeak tour.

Fleurtys café at Birchs Bay is housed in a
beautiful modern building set on more than 100
hectares of forested and farmed land.
Magnificent views extend to Mt Wellington and
over the D ’Entrecasteaux Channel.

In addition to lunch at Fleurtys the principal
enticement was their Sculpture Trail, comprising
an undulating walk pleasantly punctuated with
25 sculptural works by local artists including
TCA members Sallee Warner and Anna
Williams.

Renowned for her mosaics, Wendy Edwards is
Fleurtys current artist in residence. Wendy
generously invited us to her studio where she
discussed and demonstrated her techniques for
her latest project - black cockatoos. Working
from drawings and photographs Wendy skillfully
creates these magnificent birds with a life like
quality.

After Birchs Bay we visited the property of Tom
and Donna Hartley at Sandfly to inspect one of
Tom’s ingenious kilns. Tom was thoughtful
enough to have a working kiln cooled
sufficiently to open on our visit. The potters
(ceramicists) in our midst were able to share the
anticipation and excitement of seeing and
holding newly fired work.

Thanks go to Jude Maisch for organising yet
another very successful excursion.
Words and images - Robin Roberts

We've since learned that Sallee Warner’s large
ceramic pears were acquired by Fleurtys for
permanent installation...congratul ations, Sallee!

Sallee Warner on the sculpture trail

Lunch at Fleurtys
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Constructing Nature -

Ceramics and the Garden as
Site

This will be a demonstration workshop

with U.S. ceramicist Kim Dickey.

Saturday 1st August 12.30-4pm and

Sunday 2nd August 10am -4pm (with

shared lunch), at Ceramics Association

Studio, Cosgrove High School, Main Rd,
Moonah.

Leaf Fringed Legend, 2006, glazed stoneware, 25 x 15
inches.

Kim Dickey is one of the international
participants at this year's Ceramics Triennale in
Sydney. On the recommendation of Merren
Essen and Gudrun Klix we have invited her to
Tasmania after the conference. Kim is presently
the Associate Professor in the Department of Art
and Art History at the University of Colorado in
Boulder.

She is represented by Rule Gallery, whose

website (www.rulegallery.com) states the
following: “Kim Dickey® current work explores
the interrelation of a number of seeming
paradoxes, woven together in a series of “knots.”
How isanotion of a utopia predicated upon that
of adystopia? How isit that we have nostalgia
for places we have never visited? Such questions
have prompted Dickey®recent constructions of
artificial gardensin clay. Kim Dickey received a
Master of Fine Artsin Ceramics, in 1988, from
New York State College of Ceramics at Alfred
University, and is currently an Associate
Professor at the University of Colorado, Boulder.
In addition to RULE Gallery, Dickey has
exhibited work in prominent museums and
galleries across the United States.

THE WORKSHOP

Kim writes, "This one and a half day workshop
will explore the history of the relationship
between ceramics and gardens. In what ways can
ceramics allude to the garden? It will address
making forms with a site in mind whether for
indoor or outdoor installation, and the way in
which the garden acts as a metaphoric theatre for
our interactions with sculpture and nature.

Each participant will be invited to consider
gardening as a scul ptural practice, while looking
at contemporary artists who have re-interpreted
this tradition. Expanding a vocabulary for form
development and enriching your formal language
through various hand-building techniques, for
both large and small-scale construction, will be a
focus of the demonstrations.”

BILLETS are available for participants who
wish to travel from Northern Tas to attend.
Please email or phone Judeif thisis needed:
terrafiesta@netspace.net.au (ph. 6243
0195)COST: $90 (no concessions or half day
rates).

BOOKINGS: please email or phone Jude Maisch
(62430195) to register your interest. Pre-
payment is required to secure your place. Please
adviseif you would like to pay using Netbank in
which case Janine (our treasurer) will send you
the details. Otherwise, when your placeis
confirmed, post a cheque to the Tasmanian
Ceramics Association, P.O.Box 82, New Town,
7008, including your name and contact details
with the cheque. It is recommended that you
book your place by the end of June so that final
organisation can happen at the next committee
meeting.
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On Friday 31st July: Kim Dickey will be the
presenter at the University® Art Forum, talking
about her professional practice. It starts promptly
in the School of Art lecture theatre at 12.30pm
and goes for approximately an hour including
time for questions. The content will be different

to her workshop.)
(' Jude Maisch)

Diary of

up-coming events

21 June Glaze workshop

31 duly Lecture by Kim Dickey
at Tas. Art School
forum

1% & 2™ August Workshop demonstration

with Kim Dickey
TCA AGM

3 August

Annual General

Meeting

The Association’s AGM will be held at the
Cosgrove studio at 6pm on Monday 3"
August. Members are invited to join the
committee for a restaurant meal, following
the meeting. The following motion will be
debated...”It is proposed to increase the
annual membership fee to $50 (students
$30)”".

Nominations for new committeemembers
are eagerly invited. The current office-
holders are...

President Mark Knight
Vice-President Anna Williams
Treasurer Janine Davidson
Secretary Paula Woodward

Workshop co-ordinator Jude Maisch
Exhibition officer  Sallee Warner
Newsletter editor John Watson

Web-site manager
Public officer

Charges for studio use

As a result of increased rental and electricity
charges we are required to increase studio
fees as follows...

Tom Hartley
Tom Hartley

Studio work $5.00 full day
$3.00 half day
Kiln firing $15 for bisque

$20 for glaze firings to 1100°
$25 for glaze firings above 1100°

Please note...if you plan to use the kiln, first
check with Dennis at Derwent Ceramics to
confirm that the kiln is available for the time-
span you plan to use it and not previously
booked by someone else!
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Vale Matthias Oster mann

“Matthias Ostermann, died peacefully at
the Royal Victoria Hospital in Montreal on
April 19th, 2009 following a battle with HIV-
induced lymphoma.

Born in Germany (1951) to Lila Ostermann,
they immigrated to Canada in 1953 and
lived in Toronto during his formative years.
Toronto potter Isolde Rest introduced him to
pottery in his late teens, sparking a life-long
passion and career in the ceramic arts. For
the past 20 years he lived and worked in
Montreal.

He had many colourful stories to tell, and
told them all, and well, both in person and in
pots. At the peak of his career he lectured
and exhibited around the world. His pottery
is held in the collections of the Victoria and
Albert Museum, the Musée National des
Beaux-Arts du Québec, the Royal Ontario
Museum etc, as well as in many homes.

Matthias became known for his maiolica
pottery and knowledge of the field. He
wrote three well-received books and
countless magazine articles about
ceramics. His most recent exhibition ‘Boats
of Passage’ was held in Toronto last
December. (reprinted from Australian Ceramics
press statement)

“He gave workshops in Australia almost
every year, so that we could almost call him
one of our own. In an email for Matthias
whilst he was in hospital earlier this year,
Merran Esson from the National Art School
wrote: “On a sombre note, if he loses this battle
what an amazing legacy he has left behind with
his work and his books, and although | am not
sure how to say this because it is usually only
when folk die that everyone says how great or
successful etc they were... so maybe with cancer
there istime to say @vell doneGnd thanksfor the
wealth of research and images that he worked
on.... thanks for the workshops that he gave to

students all over the world. Thanksfor the
generosity that he always gave to studentsin the
workshops that | attended. | think we in Oz have
been very fortunate to almost have him as one of
our own.

On a brighter note... tell him that we are not done
yet... there are still students that need to see
him/his work!!!!”

Sadly, students will have to make do without
his presence, but it would be good to have
his work represented in our public
collections. Please consider a donation
towards purchasing some of his major works
for the Power House and other Australian
Museums as well as the Art Schools where
he taught. “

We were lucky here in Hobart to have
Matthias run three workshops, the first in the
mid 1980’s when he introduced many of us
who had previously only explored stoneware
to the magical world of maiolica. Since then,
in two other workshops in 2002 and 2007,
Matthias taught us with enormous
enthusiasm, skill, generosity and
friendliness. There are many memories of
these workshops we all can share, as well
as the fine assortment of bisqued work in
the society’s collection which Matthias made
during the workshops and plates he
decorated.

Photographs of Matthias Ostermann and his
work are available at his web site.
www.matthiasostermann.com

(Jude Maisch)

As a memorial gesture, the TCA made a
$50 donation to the Royal Hobart Hospital
Research Foundation. In a letter of thanks
the Foundation states...”Donations received
will all go towards helping to fund vital;
medical research which is carried out at the
Hospital, the University's medical school
and the Menzies Research Institute. The
aim of the medical research funded by the
Foundation is to improve the quality of life
and healthcare of the Tasmanian people.
(Ed.)
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Glaze wor kshops

Tasmanian Ceramic Association
2009 Glaze Study Group

Peter Anderson will conduct the second
workshop in this series, covering triaxial blends
aswell as his approach to glazes. The results of
thefirst tests will be discussed.

The workshop will be held on Sunday 21% june

If you missed the first workshop and want to
repeat the glaze tests done with mark, bring 20
bisqued T-bar test tiles. Peter’striaxial blend
program will require bisqued triangular tiles. If
desired these can be purchased at the workshop
for $2.00 each.

Derwent Ceramic Supplies

16B Sunderland St, Moonah
Ph: (03) 6278 3208
Fax: (03) 6278 3290

We provide:

Clays, glazes, underglazes, tools, kilns (&
furniture), pottery wheels, firing service
books & videos to borrow

And you can pay by card!

Open: Tuesday to Friday 9:00 — 5:00

You'll note from the above that Derwent
Ceramics will be closed on Mondays, which
means that members will not be able to
obtain keys to the studio on Mondays. We
are investigating alternative ways of making
the keys available (possibly through the
school office) and we’ll advise when it's
sorted.

Sallee Warner’s giant pear (above) and Tom
Hartley in his native habitat (below)
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