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TASMANIAN POTTERS 
SOCIETY ANNUAL 

EXHIBITION AND AWARDS 

 

The Tasmanian Potters Society invites all members and 
non-members to exhibit their work at the Annual 
Exhibition.  It is an inclusive exhibition showcasing the 
diverse range of ceramics in Tasmania from beginners, 
students, through to professional ceramicists.  The 
Tasmanian Potters Society recognises the need to promote 
ceramics in Tasmania so we warmly encourage ceramicists 
through out the state to participate.  To assist ceramicists 
in Northern Tasmania, there will be a collection point in 
Launceston on the 28th July 2006.  Please contact Tom 
Hartley on Ph. 62396475 to arrange delivery of you work. 

  

“  $1000 of Pr izes”  
 

Ceramics Award for  Excellence - $550 voucher 

Thanks to our sponsors 

Tasmanian Ceramic &  Pottery Supplies  

Nor thcote Pottery Supplies 
 

Functional Ceramics Award 

One-Year  Journal Subscr iption 

Thanks to our  sponsor   

The Journal of Australian Ceramics 
 

Non-Functional Ceramics Award – $250 voucher  

Thanks to our sponsor 

Derwent Ceramics Supplies  

 

Ceramics Student Award - $50 voucher 

Thanks to our  sponsor  Entrepot Ar t Supplies 
 

Peoples Choice Award - $50 voucher  

Thanks to our  sponsor  Walker Ceramics 
 

Ceramics Encouragement Award- ceramics 
journals  

Thanks to our sponsor  Ceramics Art &  
Perception 

 
When: 2-14th August 2006 

Where: Side Space Gallery 

Salamanca Ar ts Centre, Hobar t 

Opening:      Fr iday 4th August at 6pm 
 

Enclosed is an entry form.  The entry forms must reach the 
exhibition committee by Monday 24th July at 5pm. 
 

CALENDER OF EVENTS 
 

August 2-14th  Tasmanian Potters Society 
Annual Exhibition And 
Awards at Side Space 
Gallery 

Sunday August 20th 11am 
AGM 

Tasmanian Potters Society 
Studio.  Block G. Cosgrove 
High School. 

Sunday September 24th    

9-4pm  

Adam McLeod Workshop 

 

GINNY CONROW WORSHOP 
Braving a brisk Tasmanian autumn weekend complete 
with snow on Mt. Wellington Ginny Conrow gave a great 
hectic workshop full of inspirational ideas and hints.  
Ginny is renown for her crystalline glazes, is a very 
accomplished porcelain wheel thrower and has a great eye 
for form.  Obviously very comfortable with her medium 
she cuts and alters porcelain forms with directness and 
ease. 

There was a lot of 
information shared in the 
workshop but one useful 
hints was 

 

� When wheel throwing or 
altering a form always use 
a mirror in front of you so 
that you can see both sides 
of the pot.  It allows you to 
see the profile of the work 
and prevents excessive 
strain on you body. 

NEWSLETTER OF THE 

TASMANI AN POTTERS SOCI ETY 
(Southern Branch) PO Box 82, New Town, 7008 

 Cosgrove High School, G Block, Main Rd Glenorchy, 7010 
 http://www.tassie.net.au/~potters/ 

 Tas.Potters@tassie.net.au 
No 272      June 2006 Editor ’s email tylerp@utas.edu.au 
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ADEN MCLEOD WORKSHOP 
 

The Potters Society is offering a chance to attend a 
sculpting workshop run by a wor ld-class sculptor , Aden 
McLeod. This is a unique opportunity that does not often 
come our way and we encourage all of you to take of 
advantage of it.   

 

  
 

Where:   Tasmanian Potters Society Studio 

 Cosgrove High School 

When:  9-4pm, 24th September 2006  

Br ing:  1 ½ bags of soft ter racotta clay 

Costs:    Members $90 

 Student members $80 

 Non members $110 

Limited numbers of places available. 

Suitable for  the beginner  and exper ienced potter . 

 

There are limited numbers for  the workshop, so please 
telephoning Janine Davison Ph. 6229 4365.  A deposit 
of $50 will secure you a place in Aden McLeod’s 
fantastic workshop. 

 
 

'Des Ritchie', life-size 
terracotta  

Woodford Folk Festival, 
Woodford, Australia, 1999 
 

Aden was born in 1950 in 
Texas and spent the first 12 
years of his life on a farm 
before he moved to Austin. 
When he was 16 he left the 
States heading for Africa but 
ended up in India. Since then 
Aden has travelled and 

worked in many countries.  He now lives in Devonport on 
the North-West Coast. 

 

Ear ly in life he discovered he had the ability to quickly 
sculpt clay in the imitation of life.  He enjoys the 
uncommon act of sculpting people in public, 
encouraging members of the public to join in his 
creations.  

 

He has worked in dozens of countries restoring old 
sculptures, monuments and buildings to their former 
perfection. He has learned many practical skills on his 
journey through life, working on all types of stone 
including marble, sandstone, limestone and granite and 
combined these skills with his true vocation of sculpting. 
He worked for a time in a foundry learning bronze foundry 
work and mould making and set up a studio at that time 
sculpting in clay.  
�

As well as exhibiting, Aden has performed public 
sculpture in a total of 56 countries worldwide including 
Spain, Portugal, England, Italy and Australia. In Portugal 
his life-size “Sailor of Vilamoura”  was cast in bronze and 
will be permanently on display in the Marina de 
Vilamoura. In Italy, besides exhibiting numerous busts, 
masks and small figures, his life-size man in clay that was 
exhibited for the duration of Fiera Milano. 

 
'Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother', 2000, 

Trafalgar Square, London 

 
In England, for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother's 100th Birthday, he sculpted a life-size figure of 
the Queen Mother live in Trafalgar Square on her birthday. 

 

And, of course, one of Aden’ s most recent works is the 4 
metre tall 'Spirit of the Sea' , an imposing bronze figure 
coming up out of the sea, trident thrust above his head, 
water streaming down his body, located in Devonport. 

So take advantage of this chance to grab a share of Aden’s 
wealth of experience and perhaps talk with him about his 
aspirations such as sculpting Rodin, life-size, in public in 
Paris. 

Richard Whitaker 
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DENISE LAS WORKSHOP 
 

Denise Las provided a stimulating workshop described her 
way of firing work in ceramic containers called saggars. 

 

 

Photo 1.   

In the 
foreground are 
the saggars with 
the completed 
vessels at the 
back.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saggar firing was traditionally used to prevent fly ash from 
contaminating glazed ware in fuel kilns. Now it is more 
often used as a way of obtaining localised reduction effects 
within an electric or gas kiln. Combustibles adjacent to the 
pot are fired in the sealed atmosphere of the containing 
saggar. If the saggar is fully sealed, the products of 
combustion will not contaminate the kiln or its other 
contents. 

 

Denise makes her saggars from recycled clay, fortified 
with additions of Hallam fireclay or fairly coarse grog and 
bisque-fired. She throws her saggars and lids but they can 
be coiled or slab-built.  

 
A typical Denise Las pot will have lovely gradations of 
blue to white, with orange-white textural features 
generated by the combustion of seaweed on the pot 
surface. Her procedure for these is as follows… 

1. Bisque the pot (usually burnished), wax the 
bottom and apply a matt raku glaze (recipe 
below) 

2. Make a dilute solution of cobalt or copper (oxide 
or carbonate) and spray it on the inside of the 
saggar. This will flash onto the pot, creating a 
more subtle effect than if it was applied directly 
to the pot surface. It follows that the saggar 
should be a reasonably snug fit around the pot. 
(see photo) 

3. Place the pot in the saggar, draped with seaweed 
and/or seagrass and seal the saggar lid onto a coil 
of fireclay applied to the rim of the saggar. 

4. Fire to bisque temperature, slowly for the first 6-
700 degrees (eg overnight). 

5. Remove the pot only when the kiln has cooled 
completely (bearing in mind that the saggars tend 
to retain heat longer) 

There are many variations to try - for example, using 
alternating layers of sawdust and common salt packed 
around the pot. (Sawdust works best when fired slowly). 

 
Soaking raffia in a solution of borax and copper carbonate 
and draping it on the pot can obtain nice effects. Sprinkles 
of iron filings or wrappings of fine copper wire make 
distinctive markings. Seagrass produces fine lines and 
bladder wrack more extensive patterning. Larger floater 
bubbles in the seaweed will explode with devastating 
effect so Denise slices these open before using. The small 
floaters in finer varieties do not seem to explode 

 
For her matt glaze Denise uses the following but other dry 
raku glazes can be used… 

Frit 3124  20% 

Borax  10% 

Kaolin  50% 

Silica  20% 

 

Participants were all enthused and resolutions were 
made to get back with Denise when everyone has 
produced some work with these methods! 

John Watson 
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Classes in the STUDIO. 
There are currently 2 classes in the Potters’  Society Studio. 

Taught by Jude Maisch and Suzi Tyson, it is a great 
opportunity for members and friends to learn some new 

skills (hand building or wheel) and have some fun. 
Reasonable costs, tools provided, all clay and glazes 

supplied (paid for in clay cost) and work will be fired in 
the studio.  

Spaces available 

·  Monday Evenings - 7.30-9.30 in the studio.  

Cost: $12 members and $13 non-members 

 Bookings and enquires phone Jude on 6243 0195 
 

Makers Bazaar  
Many thanks to the committee members who at short 
notice volunteered to look after the Tasmanian Potters 
Society  stall in an exciting new initiative by the 
Glenorchy City Council.   

Our aim was 
to raising our 
profile in the 
municipality.  
Thanks to 
Beres Taylor 
who was 
wheel 
throwing and 
ensured a 
large crowded 

of facinated adults and children.  It was a fun packed day 
with go-carts for the kids, art cars made by community 
groups and local artists, music, drama, dancing, arts and 
craft. 

 

The studio at  
Cosgrove High School 

see map for  details 
 

 
 
 

Entry is via the main gate in Felicity St, next to Motors 
Car Yard and come up the road to G block circled on the 
map. Alternatively park in front of the admin block at 
Cosgrove and walk up through the covered walk to the 
back to G block. 

Booking for the kiln and keys are available at  
Derwent Ceramics 

16B Sunderland St, Moonah Ph: (03) 6278 3208 

Open:   Mon-Fri 9:00-5:00 

 

Memento Australia Awards 
 

‘Memento Australia helps creators of quality products to 
generate sustainable business by linking them with market 

opportunities … by creating Australia’s best memento, 
inspired by the diverse aspects of Australian live, land or 

spirit’  (www.mementoawards.com) 

 

Over $20,000 prize pool of cash and business assistance 

 

Entries close 5pm, Friday 30 June 2006 

For information about the selection criteria and award 
categories go to www.mementoawards.com 

 

 

 

Main Road Glenorchy: main 
entrance gate in Felicity St 

G Block circled Gate Parking 

Committee 2005 – 2006 

Meetings 1st Tue of the month at 7pm…all welcome 
President John Watson 6231 1696 

Vice President Beres Taylor 6239 0151 

Secretary Richard Whitaker 6228 7308 

Minutes Secretary Anna Williams 6229 5115 

Treasurer  Tom Hartley 6239 6475 

Newsletter  Editor  Jane Tyler 6239 6642 

Web Page Officer  Beres Taylor 6239 0151 

Members database Tom Hartley 6239 6475 

Workshop Officer  Yulia Szalay 6228 4258 

 Janine Davison  6229 4365 

Studio managers Jude Maisch 6243 0195 

L ibrary managers Juanita Stevens 6244 3296 

Exhibition Officer  Sally Warner 6224 1104 

Committee Dorice Griffiths 6243 9908 

Paula Woodward 6228 1709 
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Member s  if you have any announcements, 
pictures, stories or anything of interest to publish please 
contact the editor. 

 
The editor reserves the right to edit or abridge material. 
�  Tasmanian Potters’  Society (Southern Branch Inc) 

 

Ginny Conrow’s #2 Glaze 
Base glaze for Ginny Conrow’s crystalline work apart 
from the colouring oxides: 
 

Pemco Frit #283 or (US) Ferro Frit #3293:  39.15% 

(US) Ferro Frit #3134:  15.45% 

Zinc Oxide:  23.77% 

Silica:  21.63% 

�  9 Cool 
 

Alternative to #2 glaze if the Frit is not available adapted 
by Wellington Pottery Supplies in New Zealand: 

 

NZ/Aust Frit 4110:  33.4% 

USA Frit 3134:  6.1% 
US Frit 3269:  7.6% 

Zinc Oxide:  23.7% 

Silica:  28.3% 

Talc:  0.9% 

�  9 Cool 

 

 

 

 

 

AGM - 20TH AUGUST 2006 
The Tasmanian Potters Society Committee would like to 
invite you to our Annual General Meeting at 11am in the 
Studio.  After we will share lunch and a guest speaker will 
talk from 12.30-1.30pm.  

 

rofiles and photographs featured in the 
newsletters will also appear on our web page.  If 
you do not wish your name and work to be on the 

 Internet please contact the editor. 
P 
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Derwent Ceramic 
Supplies 

16B Sunderland St, Moonah 
Ph: (03) 6278 3208 
Fax: (03) 6278 3290 

Need a spare r ib? 

Treat yourself to a long-lasting, self-burnishing  
Sher r ill Mudtool – now in stock! 

Plus all the usual stuff … 
clays glazes underglazes raw materials

tools kilns & kiln 
furniture 

firing service pottery wheels

 
Open: Monday to Friday 9:00-5:00 

Saturday only by ar rangement 
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