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TASMANIAN POTTERS SOCIETY

ANNUAL EXHIBITION 20" — 30" OCTOBER 2005

We invite you and your friends to the launch of an exciting exhibition
Reflecting the diversity of ceramicsin Tasmania

Sunday 23" October 2005 at 1 pm
Side Space Gallery
Salamanca Arts Centre

ANNUAL EXHIBITION

ENTRY FORMS

Please find enclosed an entry form for the Tasmanian
Potters Society (Southern Branch) Annual Exhibition
2005.

All members and ceramicists are encouraged to enter
whether you are a beginner, emerging or professional
artist. We all love the medium of clay and it would be
great to show it off to itsfull diversity.

Not only do you get to show your work to friends, family
and the public but you may be selected as a prize winner.

Many thanks to the generosity of the sponsors:

Tasmanian Ceramic & Pottery Supplies Award for
Excellence - $500 voucher

Derwent Ceramic Supplies Non Functional Award - $250
voucher

Northcote Pottery Functional Award - $250 voucher

The Journal of Australian Ceramics Award for innovative
use of the medium - one-year subscription

Ceramics Art and Perception Encouragement Award —
four magazines.

Ceramics Technical Encouragement Award - 2 magazines
Entrepot Art Products Student Award - $50 voucher
Walker Ceramics Peoples' Choice Award - $50 voucher

DIARY OF EVENTS

2@_16" October | Arwen Dyer "Depthing’. OFF

CENTRE

20" — 30" October | TPS Annual exhibition
Side Space Gallery

17" -31% October | Adela Taylor "Patterns of Nature".

OFF CENTRE
20" November Adult Education — Pit firing and Raku
Dec Christmas Party
Feb Raku firing with Beres

IN THISISSUE: Annual Exhibition Entry Form and More ...




M eetings 1st Tue of the month...all welcome
President John Watson 6231 1696
Vice President Beres Taylor 6239 0151
0407 255 845
Secretary Richard Whitaker 62287308
Minutes Secretary  AnnaWilliams 62295115
Treasurer Tom Hartley 6239 6475
Newdetter Editor  Jane Tyler 6239 6642
Web Page Officer  Beres Taylor 6239 0151
Membersdatabase Tom Hartley 6239 6475
Workshop Officer  Yulia Szalay 6228 4258
Janine Davison 0417 103 513
6229 4365
Studio manager Jude Maisch 6243 0195
Library manager Junita Stevens 6244 3296
Exhibition Officer ~ Sallee Warner 6224 1104
Committee Dorice Griffiths 6243 9908
Paulawoodward 62281709

Theeditor —Jane Tyler

Welcome to the new and ongoing committee members for
thisfinancial year. We are looking forward to an exciting
workshop programme. We're always interested in
national or international ceramicists that may be visiting
Tasmania, so if you have any contacts please pass this
information onto the workshop officers so that we can link
aworkshop or tak into their visit.

The success of the Tasmanian Potters' Society (Southern
Branch) involves a dynamic and vocal membership.
Please email or mail us any suggestions, positive feedback
or constructive criticisms.

Profiles and photographs featured in the newdetters will
also appear on our web page. If you do not wish your
name and work to be on the Internet please contact the
editor. Many thanks to those people who contributed to
the newdletter.

MANUFACTURING AND SUPPLYING POTTERS NEEDS FOR OVER 105 YEARS

Tasmanian Ceramic and Pottery Supplies, Derwent Ceramics or Entrepot Art Products

The studio at

Cosgrove High School
see map for details

Main Road Glenorchy: main
entrance gatein Felicity St
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G Block circled Parking Gate

Entry is via the main gate in Felicity St, next to Motors
Car Yard and come up the road to G block circled on the
map. Alternatively park in front of the admin block at
Cosgrove and walk up through the covered walk to the
back to G block.

Booking for the kiln and keys are available at
Derwent Ceramics

16B Sunderland St, Moonah Ph: (03) 6278 3208
Open: Mon-Fri 9:00-5:00

Classesin the STUDIO.

Beginners and Continuing Class
Monday evening 7.30-9.30 pm

It isa great opportunity for members and friends to have
some fun and learn some new skills - hand building or
wheelwork. Reasonable costs, tools provided, al clay and
glazes supplied (paid for in clay cost) and your work will
befired in the studio.

SPACESAVAILABLE

Taught by two experienced potters Jude Maisch and Suzi
Tyson on arotational basis.

Cost: $12 members and $13 non-members

Bookings and enquires please phone Jude on 6243 0195
or Suzi on 6239 1311.
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President’s Report — AGM 2005

During the past twelve months the Society has conducted

a range of activities similar to those in previous years.
Each event has had its strengths and weaknesses but |
believe that the overall outcome is a credit to the energy of
the executive committee.

Guest speaker at our last AGM was Trisha Dean, editor of
the Australian Journal of Ceramics. The subsequent issue
of the journa featured ceramics in Tasmania and the TPS
was well covered in an article written by Jude Maisch.

The provision of a regular Monday evening class in
throwing and hand-building by Jude Maisch and Suzi
Tyson has continued to provide the backbone of studio
usage and revenue generation which helps to keep the
Society afloat, supplementing the use of workshop and
kilns by individual members. There may be scope for other
members to run additional classes if we can find an
effective mechanism to communicate with the potential
market.

The difficulty of communicating our existence was
demonstrated by the poor attendance at a studio open day
during Living Artists week. Three of our staunchest
committee members gave up their time for a day of
demonstrations but received only six visitors. Perhaps we
should focus more on opportunities of bringing pottery to
the community rather than the community to the pottery
(which is hard enough to find anyway!) ...perhaps raku
firingsin a Glenorchy car park?

The publicity problem prompted an application for funding
under the Education Department’s Adult and Community
Education Grants Program. Essentially we sought funding
to provide more effective publicity for the Society's
activities, particularly the workshop program. Though
considerable effort was put into it, the application was not
successful. Subseguent feedback suggests that if the
funding had been sought to target a particular minority
group it would have been more favourably received. The
object of the funding body was to increase the pool of
people involved in adult education and it was felt that our
submission was too closely linked to servicing our existing
membership.

The major event of the year was the Annual Exhibition in
the Sidespace Gallery in October. Twenty-eight members
submitted sixty-one items to make up an exhibition of
great diversity, colour and quality, which was viewed by
over 600 visitors during its ten-day duration. Although
sales were not huge they were sufficient when added to
entry fees to return a profit for the Society. A major
problem with the exhibition was the difficulty of
maintaining the supervision roster, an issue that must be
addressed as the next event approaches.

Another highlight of the year was the day of Raku firing at
Collinsvale, hosted by Beres and Adriana Taylor. This, by
now traditional, event seems to provide an ideal mix of
ceramic activity (even excitement) and social relaxation
(underpinned by Beres's non-stop work throughout).

Severa club activities could be loosely described under
the heading “ sticky-beak tours” in which club members

visited the studios of current and former ceramic
practitioners. The afternoon with Eileen Brooker afforded
much pleasure in contemplating her lifetime involvement
with clay while our visit to Diane Martin’s studio showed
how ceramics for her has trandated into glass and now
jewellery. Visits to John Martin, Zsolt Faludi and Keith
and Leigh Clarke were aso informative and enjoyable
(despite the frigid weather) and | would like to express our
thanks to Jude Maisch for her part in organising these
events.

The Society also hosted two major weekend workshops
during the past year, one by Robert Ikin and the other by
Tery Davies. Both workshops were enjoyable,
informative and inspiring but | believe that Robert’s was
the more so because of its larger hands-on component.

All of these activities required active input from many
sides, organising workshop dates and negotiating fees,
collecting money, accounting for moneys, providing
refreshments, managing keys and aarms, procuring
materials, curating and sitting the exhibition, billeting
workshop presenters, painting plinths, cleaning the studio,
etc, etc. These tasks have been shouldered by a
hardworking committee for whose support | am
immensely grateful, with a special vote of thanks to Tom
Hartley for his patient, thorough and efficient management
astreasurer.

A major element of the Society is the bi-monthly
newsletter, which maintains communication with our
members. For several years Tricia Robinson has fulfilled
the vital function of compiling, editing and distributing the
newsletter, along with maintenance of the membership
database and the TPS website. A major change to Tricia's
employment situation means that she is no longer able to
sustain this Herculean role. On behalf of the Society | take
this opportunity to thank Tricia for her willing work over
the years...it is deeply appreciated.

How we cope with this major change will constitute the
first challenge for the new committee. | believe the first
priority should be to establish clear procedures and
responsibilities for the nuts and bolts of tracking
membership, processing new applications and
communicating with members via the newsletter. Once we
have this under control | anticipate another successful year
for the TPS. John Watson

PIT-FIRING AND RAKU WORKSHOP

SUNDAY 20th November 9-5 at Clarence Pottery
Thisis a Potterscsociety workshop for members and
others, coordinated by Jude and John, with the money
going to the Potters Society. Please bring your bisgqued
work, al the glazes are provided.

Bookings through Adult Education Phone 62337237 and
quote class number SA0500.

Cost is $37.40, with concessions $29.70 and seniors card
holders $35.20 Jude
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Treasurer’s Report

. ADAY INTHE HUON

VALLEY

On Sunday 26th June a sizeable group of our members
descended upon the studios of John Martin and Zsolt
Faludi in Glen Huon and Lee and Keith Clark in
Geeveston.

John isawoodfirer, whose studio is an imposing old
wooden barn heated by a pot-belly stove which some of us
made a bee-line for, while others gravitated towards his
strong, classic forms with their characteristic wood-fired
blush. It was acool and foggy morning and we had not
long emerged out of the fog. John®kiln was the envy of
those of us who had enjoyed woodfiring at Rosny College
in the 80@, as had John himself. He isthe only one, asfar
as | know, who has continued working in that medium to
this day. John regularly sells at Salamanca Market (on the
Davey Street end, usually) and has a showroom from
which severa of us purchased some treasures.

By the time we reached Zsolt®the sun had started to shine
and we could look across a beautiful valley at the mist
rising above the hills. The house and several sheds are
nestled into the hillside, along with massed mulched tree
plantings. Zsolt spoke to us about some of the previous
charactersin the valley and their lives, as well as showing
us the space where he makes his beautiful pots. A downhill
walk then took usto hiskiln room and glaze area. | cannot
imagine carrying fragile work such a distance!!

Zsolt Faludi’s beautiful
porcelain vessels

Zsolt®homemade Hungarian pizza oven with its amazing
chimney and surrounds was a fitting prelude to lunch.

We had booked out a wonderful place at Geeveston called
Kyari and after sampling its delicious food those of us
without late afternoon commitments sauntered across to
Keith and Lee Clark@

They are known in the antique trade as porcelain and
pottery restorers, and the visit to their home and workshop
was both fascinating and astounding in terms of an array
of "before and after" stories/photos and the opening up of
techniques and "repair-jobs" relevant to our own studios.

The generosity of our hosts and all the camaraderie a ong
the way made it an interesting and enjoyable day.

Jude Maisch

. OWEN RYE'STALK

Potters Society members had a treat recently when they
met at the Glenorchy Library for a side show and talk by
Owen Rye. Owen's exhibition with Ben Richardson at the
Freeman Gallery presented a unique opportunity to meet
him in person and find out more about his art.

Owen has been studying, practising, teaching and writing
about ceramic art for 40 years. Noted for his curiosity, his
serioudly inquiring approach to materials and process and
his indgstence on finding an individua way within or
beyond ceramic tradition, Owen's work is exhibited and
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collected internationally and he is regarded as one of the
major authorities on wood-firing.

Owen began his talk by claiming that he had indeed had a
‘fortunate life' and sharing with us tales of his travels and
places that had influenced his art and life. He shared his
interest in archaeology, especialy the ceramic pots
recovered from ancient shipwrecks. His wood-fired pieces
seem to re-create the pitted and extraordinary surfaces of
those old pots.

Wood firing is certainly a demanding and exciting way to
fire pots. Owen described firings of large kilns that took up
to three days of constant effort. A real balancing act to find
people willing to do the hard work but who also knew
what they were doing and could be left to do it
unsupervised. The work may not be over even then, as
Owen aso described further work he may do, grinding
away glazes that may have run and generally bringing each
pot toitsfinal form.

Image courtesy of
Owen Rye

Janine Davison

. THE LOVE OF MAKING

| share my love of making things from clay with people
from Oakdale in Warrane.

Severa sessions this year
have seen participants make
coil pots, garden sculptures
and decorative plates with
pressed patterned surfaces.

Participants in Jude's clay
Workshop

Art belongsto al of us. We al have a specia place.

Jude Maisch

. ARTSUP

Bob Broughton addressed our annual general meeting
about the services offered by arts up, which is now
incorporated with arts @ work at 27 Tasman St. Nth
Hobart. Thisisafreeadvisory servicefor arts
practitioners, not for profit organizations and community
groups.

With respect to individual practitioners the emphasisis
upon becoming professional, increasing skills and
knowledge of administration, marketing and publicity,
identifying opportunities, goals and strategies, making
contact with other artists and learning about funding
opportunities. This may involve further education and/or
mentoring and of course, establishing an ABN and
registering for GST. Bob’'s message was essentially that to
make aliving from art is adream realised by very few and
that success depends upon a hard-headed, business-like
approach, following the devel opment of a specific,
detailed business plan. As co-coordinator of arts up, Bob
provides one to one counseling on Tuesdays (for which an
appointment is necessary).
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Bob also spoke about the art in public buildings program
administrated by arts @ work. Up-coming opportunities
arelisted inthe art @ work fortnightly e-bulletin, aong
with other useful information, which can be accessed via
the website www.artsatwork.com.au .

The arts up advisory service also extend to groups like
ours. Bob was quick to identify that membership has been
declining and that we are perhaps struggling to remain
relevant and viable. He suggested that, as with individua
practitioners, the first step should be to project where we
want to bein five years' time and work up a business plan
to achieve these goals. So, the ball isin our court ... what
do we want the Potter’ Society to be?

Relevant contacts are: Arts up Coordinator, 27 Tasman St,
North Hobart 7000 Ph: 6233 5935, Fax: 62335941.

Web: www.artsatwork.com.au/artsup.

Email: artsup@artsatwork.com.au
John Watson

Wanted to buy and sell

Buy - A second hand print gocco machine. Please call
Toni ten Bensel Ph: 0414 672 040 or 62672194.

Email: tdten@utas.edu.au

Buy - Where is the best place to buy fire bricks in Hobart,
new or second hand? | need about 200. Please contact
Marie and Michel mdemange@bigpond.com

Sell — Raw ceramic materias, cement slab, wooden and
laminated tables. Please call Tracy on Ph. 6227 92009.

Cearmic upplies Aays
Gazes Tools

Art Maeids

Art Books

Cads

Deortive Papers
Expat Advice

Cantrefor the Arts
37 Hunter &, Hobart.
Ph 62264313

Fax: 6226 4315

Monday — Fiday 8.30am—5om
Saurday 10am—1pm

< asmanian Ceramic & Poffe,-},
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Derwent Ceramic Supplies

16B Sunderland St, Moonah
Ph: (03) 6278 3208
Fax: (03) 6278 3290

Need a sparerib?

Treat yourself to along-lasting, self-burnishing
Sherrill Mudtool — now in stock!

Plus all the usual stuff ...

clays glazes underglazes raw materials
tools kilns& kiln ~ firing service pottery wheels
furniture
Open: Monday to Friday 9:00-5:00

Saturday only by arrangement

Menber s i you have any announcements,

pictures, stories or anything of interest to publish please
contact the editor.

Th(ha deadline date for December Newsd etter is November
25"

The Society will not accept responsibility for any goods
and services advertised in this newsdletter.
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