Cape York Trip - Sat 1 July to Wed 10th August 2006
Author/Photos Richard Windeyer

Participants:
Craig, Nathan and Kelly - 80 Series
Landcruiser (Trip Leader, joined
Daintree, left Laura)
Richard - 100 Series Landcruiser
(primary Author with input from Paul and
Craig)
Paul, Helen, James and Andrew - Pajero
Colin and Robyn - 100 Series Landcruiser (joined Daintree, left Charlieville)
Steve and Liz ) – Patrol (started WA, joined Daintree, left Atherton)
Prologue
As with many big trips this one was well over 12 months in its planning. Craig
called for expressions of interest early in 2005 and around 10 parties
responded with 5 ultimately setting off. We were well prepared however
like Murphy’s Law it’s the spares you don’t take that are needed. We covered
close to 10,500km on a journey which is one of the outstanding trips in
Australia for the 4wd traveler. The late wet season had us watching weather
and road reports in trepidation that the roads would not be open when we
arrived. As luck would have it everything was declared open the week before
we set off. The following trip report was written en route with additional
comments added later.
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Sat 1 July - Home to Walcha
Richard, Paul and family left Sydney at 7.30am with Paul leading on a cool but
sunny morning. Heading up the expressway we stopped for a cuppa at the
Driver Reviver near
Hexam and turned off
at the Buckets Way
headed Gloucester. We
traveled up
Thunderbolts Way to
Walcha stopping off at
Bretti Reserve for a wee
stop and another cup of
tea. A pretty place if
you are going that way.

Arriving in Walcha we ate a late lunch at the pub (any excuse to get out of
the cold). We then headed for the caravan park to set camp. This was our
first camp and we seemed to have everything we needed much to our relief
as there is nothing worse than finding you have left a key part of your
camping gear at home.
Prior to dinner we had a bit of a chat and lit and stoked up the pot belly
stove. We enjoyed a few nibbles and drinks and the Andersons prepared
dinner for us all.
On being asked who was doing the washing up Andrew said “Its all right dad
James is doing it”. We continued chatting around the stove and then retired
for the night. We agreed the small Walcha Caravan Park has some of the
best amenity block we had seen. How many do you know that have under
floor heating? We’d have slept there had we known how cold it would be.
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Sun 2nd July - Walcha to Arrawarra.
After a cold night the temperature dropped dramatically just before dawn
to zero. Those that were still asleep awoke to a bitterly cold overcast
morning. The pot belly stove was stoked up and we had breakfast.
The cold was too much for us so we packed up and headed for the coast and
warmer climes with Paul leading again. Traveling up through Uralla and then
through Armidale and down the Waterfall Way we stopped off at
Wollomombi Gorge for a cup of tea and a look at the falls.
Later we called in at Cathedral Rock and were disappointed that the walk to
the rock was 2.5kms. We did not have enough time to do the walk so
continued onto Ebor Falls.
This is an impressive waterfall
and as we looked over the edge
of the viewing platform spied a
rock climber below practicing
his skills. After a leisurely
lunch we departed for Dorigo.
Stopping off at the Rainforest
Centre we viewed the
rainforest below, from the
skywalk. We also took the Lyrebird Link walk but none of these timid birds
were to be seen.
Time was getting on and we were expected at Arrawarra Caravan Park mid
afternoon by an old mate of Paul’s, Steve. However it was late afternoon
when we arrived at the caravan park and as it was late and we had a long day
we took cabins. The cabins overlooked a creek that emptied into a bay.
Richard had a bit of drama. As he was ready to jump into a nice hot shower
he couldn’t get the hot water system to work. Everyone including the owner
had a go but with no luck. Richard then had to move everything into the next
cabin where he made sure the hot water worked before getting ready for a
shower.
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After dinner everyone adjourned to Steve’s for a bit of a chat and a cup of
coffee before returning to the caravan park and retired for the night.
Mon 3rd July - Arrawarra to Biggera Waters
After a much more comfortable night Richard was awake before sunrise and
headed to the beach to take a few photos. This caravan park is in a magic
location at the junction of two creeks and a national park.
On Richards return and after
everyone had breakfast it was back
to Steve’s for some coffee and to
admire the view. His A frame cabin
is nestled on the edge of one of
the creeks and he has a large
garage where his boat and caravan
are housed. It’s an idealic setup.

He also showed us his custom made
Californian Classic longboard on which was
airbrushed with pictures of the view of
his cabin.
We got away soon after 9.30am with Paul
leading again and we headed for Grafton
with a small detour via Byron Bay. Lunch
was eaten at Palm Cove just below the
lighthouse. There were 100’s of people at
the lighthouse watching two pods of
whales traveling north. Paul stopped for a
look, as he had a National Parks Pass while
Richard headed for the lunch spot
thinking the $6 charge was a bit rich.
After lunch everyone strolled across to
the beach to watch the surfers on their longboards.
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Richard also spied some plumes of spray from the two pods of whales off
the coast. The hang gliders were doing their thing in the sky overhead.
Leaving Byron we headed back to the main road and north to Biggera Waters
to the Treasure Island Tourist Park. Paul’s brother Neil was waiting for us
and we had a chat prior to him having to leave for an appointment. We
booked in and set up camp.
Neil had invited us over for dinner at his place in Arundel so after settling in
we headed off. We had a lovely roast pork dinner and Richard left Neil a
bottle of the club port for their generous hospitality.
Tues 4th July - Biggera Waters to Point Vernon
A reasonably early start for this leg of our trip found us turning onto the M1
to bypass Brisbane. The trip was uneventful and we had a short stop at the
Big Pineapple near Nambour for a cuppa. This was one of many BIG iconic
sculptures. (Banana, Prawn, Mango, Peanut, Lobster, Oyster)
We arrived in Hervey Bay just in time for a late lunch and set up camp. At
long last the weather was warming up so it was down to shorts and thongs
however there was still a bit of a nip in the air at night.
Whilst Paul went looking for a barber as he thought he was starting to look
like a feral, Richard toured the local area with James. They walked the
length of the Urangan pier which is about 500m long and watched people
fishing.
At the end of the pier a couple
of guys with seriously heavy
fishing gear were setting up for
the night. Richard contacted
Chopper (Dave) from the
Overlander forum who lived
locally for a rendezvous.
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We had intended on doing a day trip to Fraser Island but decided the cost
and the time constraints would make it another trip. We decided some
fishing and a rest day was warranted, after all we were on holidays.
We all met back at camp and had a communal dinner. Dave showed up after
dinner and we had a chat prior to him leaving and us retiring for the night.
Wed 5th July - Point Vernon
The new day dawned to a brisk wind and the locals advised that it would be
blowing all day and not much good for fishing on the bay. We headed for the
local fishing tackle shop for some advice and it was recommended we head
for Toongoon to fish the creek. Some of the locals also told us the whiting
were schooling and on the bite however a boat was required to get to the big
schools.
We drove to Toongoon and found
a pretty little inlet off the
beaten track which the locals
seemed to have pretty much to
themselves. We set up our gear
and headed for the beach and
baited up. It was pretty quiet
with Richard giving up early after
setting up for flathead with
heavier gear and not having any
luck. Paul persevered after going to some lighter gear and caught a couple of
small bream and a whiting however they weren’t keepers.
Meanwhile Helen had been chatting to the locals who said they had each
been catching 50 to 100 whiting a day. There is no bag limit on whiting in
Qld. Whilst Helen was there a fishing inspector turned up and asked the
locals how many they had caught. They said they hadn’t done any good as it
was to rough.
We headed back to camp and had a feed of fish and chips on the way, for
lunch. Silver bait was the trick.
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After a quiet afternoon we had another communal dinner. Whilst we were
preparing dinner we had a chat to a young couple who had left Perth 15
months before and were 45,000KM into a working trip around Australia.
Following dinner we headed to the TV room to watch the State of Origin. All
the supporters there were barracking for the Blues and there wasn’t a Cane
Toad supporter in sight. It was probably just as well considering the result.
After the match we retired for the night and a cacophony of snoring
announced everyone was asleep except for Helen.
Thur 6th July - Point Vernon to Rockhampton
After breakfast we got away about 9am and headed for Bundaberg which is
a small detour off the Bruce Highway. After a cup of tea in a small park
Richard lead off and after number of scenic digressions finally got onto the
right road.
Lunch time was drawing
closer so we headed for the
Town of 1770 which was a
60k detour. It was well
worth the journey as we
found ourselves at a very
picturesque location on the
coast. Following lunch we
headed for the lookout on
the point to view the
magnificent estuary.

Heading for the Bruce Highway again and just near Gladestone we ran into a
traffic jam the result of an accident that morning. It had only just started
to clear when we arrived and we were lucky only being held up for 15mins as
the road had been blocked since 7.30am. It wasn’t long after in the traffic
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build up there was a screech of brakes and blue smoke as car and trailer
caused a concertina pileup just one vehicle in front of us. They all pulled over
to the side of the road and it was evident someone’s holiday had finished
much earlier than they planned.
Arriving in Rockhampton about 6pm we grabbed a couple of cabins as it was
late and it’s no fun setting camp in the dark. Eagle Boys provided pizza for
dinner.
Fri 7th July - Rockhampton to Seaforth
We were away early and headed for Cape Palmerston. Craig had suggested it
was a good camp site. When we arrived it was blowing a gale onshore so we
decided to head further north. On the way Richard tried to use his inverter
to charge Paul’s camera batteries but the inverter karked it.
Stopping at Grasstree for
lunch we came across our first
coconut palms. There were a
couple of brown coconuts lying
on the ground so Paul borrowed
Richards axe to cut one open.
Big mistake, fermented
coconut milk sprayed all over
him and he was really on the
nose so had to change his
clothes.
Whilst having lunch one of the locals suggested we camp at Seaforth just
north of Mackay. This is a council run camp ground with amenities and a
reasonable price.
Arriving late afternoon we set camp on nice flat ground with green grass and
tall trees spaced around. It is a very popular place with plenty of room at
this time of year.
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Richard pulled apart his electrical system and isolated the problem to the
inverter itself so there was no easy fix and it would need to be replaced.
We again had a communal dinner with Richard cooking the meat on a hotplate
using his gas stove and Helen cooking the veggies on her gas stove. A fairly
tame dingo was padding about looking for handouts and we sent it packing.
After dinner we had a chat and retired for the night. During the night there
were some raucous bird calls that woke us every now and again but the
culprits had disappeared by dawn. Paul thought they were thieves in the
camp ground communicating with each other.
Sat 8th July - Seaforth to Ayr
Whilst
we
had
breakfast
Andrew and James fed the
Lorikeets that came down in a
flock.
We broke camp and as we were
further north than planned it
was only a short trip to Ayr
which allowed us to take a bit of
a detour.
After restocking at Proserpine we headed into Airly Beach for morning tea.
A couple of poms in a ‘Wicked’ van used the BBQ for breakfast, no doubt
after a night of partying. Paul commented he had seen the ‘Wicked’ van at all
the same places we had been. I wonder how many vans this successful
business has?

On the way out Richard stopped in at a Big Mitre 10 he had seen to look for
a replacement inverter. The shop assistants didn’t know what Richard was
talking about so he went round the corner to Supercheap and bought their
last one.
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Stopping at the Big Mango
for lunch and Paul’s sons
were disappointed to find
the mangos weren’t in
season. We took a stroll
down to the beach and
looked out across the azure
water
to
Hinchinbrook
Island in the distance.

A couple of hours later found us in Ayr where we set camp early.
After we set camp Richard rewired the new inverter and got the trip report
up to date.
A young couple set up camp next to us and told us they had just returned
from a 4 week trip to Cape York. They gave us a run down on the conditions.
They told us they had not had too many dramas with only a few recoveries on
the way to Chilli Beach. It was wet and boggy on the last few kilometers
taking a couple of hours.
Sun 9th July - Ayr to Cairns
We broke camp at a reasonable hour with Richard leading and headed for
Cairns. Richard booked everyone in for a tour taking in Green Island, Skyrail
and the Kanunda railway.
Just out of Townsville, Paul was on the UHF advising that Craig was behind
us. As Richard was on the phone to Craig, Paul was talking to him on Channel
16.
We set a rendezvous at Bluewater for morning tea and related our
experiences to date. Craig had done some long hours at the wheel and was
looking to relax whilst our slower journey meant we were fairly relaxed. We
all tagged along for a while until Craig pulled off for another break just
before his destination of Mission Beach whilst we continued on to Cairns.
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After a few false directions we arrived late at the Crystal Cascades Caravan
Park well out of Cairns in the shadows of the hills. We were directed to our
camp site by an old fellow who was bit of a character.
It was fairly late and after
setting camp we drove to
the Red Berret Pub for a
feed and a couple of drinks.
The food was great
however Paul said it was
raining and Richard had to
bolt as he had left his tent
windows open.

Mon 10th July - Cairns
We were up early for our bus connection to Cairns to catch the boat to
Green Island. The forecast was for 25/30knot wind and a 2 metre swell. It
was a lumpy ride across the channel.
Richard had elected to go
snorkeling whilst the others
opted for the glass bottom
boat. There was not much coral
in the snorkeling area but some
large trigger fish and a
trumpet fish and many smaller
colourful fish were around.
The brilliant blue lips of some
clams were also on show.
The
crocodile
exhibition
reminded us what might be in store for us further north. Cassius the largest
croc in captivity was 6 metres long and estimated at 100 years old.
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We headed back to the mainland for the bus
connection to the Skyrail cable car which
took us up over the Karunda Range and the
rainforest canopy. We stopped off on the
way to view the Barron Gorge which was only
a small piddle compared to the wet season
photographs.

On reaching Karunda we had a bite to eat
whilst waiting for our return journey on the
Karunda Railway.
Embarking into old style railway carriages we
found ourselves behind two colourful modern
diesel locomotives. The train stopped for a view of the Barron Gorge from
the opposite side to the
Skyrail. We traveled through
15 tunnels and across the
spectacular Stoney Creek
falls bridge
Arriving back at Cairns
railway station about 5pm.
Our bus also picked up
another couple who were
staying at Palm Cove so we took the scenic route home.
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Tues 11th July - Cairns
Paul and James prepared for the trip to the hospital to have James plaster
cast removed whilst Richard stocked up on provisions and headed off to
meet his sister who was staying near Atherton.

A pleasant drive up the range through Mareeba found him at Tinaroo Dam to
meet his sister and friends for a picnic lunch. The weather was overcast
with a light drizzle so a tarp was deployed off Richards’s vehicle to keep the
elements at bay.
A circuit of the lake and a short walk to
the Cathedral fig tree finished this
combined trip.
On the way round the track Richard was
confronted by a logging truck on a
sweeping bend with a full load traveling
at around 60kph and the truck wasn’t
moving to the side for anything. Luckily
there was room to pull off the road.
Richard headed back to Cairns through
Gordonstone. And then took a short run
up to the Crystal Cascades which is a
lovely rocky creek which also provides
Cairns with its water supply. Richard
returned to camp and found Paul and
family had an easy day in camp with James plaster cast being replaced by a
fiberglass one.
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Wed 12th July - Cairns to Daintree
We awoke to an overcast day with the weather prediction being showers.
After breaking camp and heading north to Port Douglas with Richard leading
the showers turned to rain.
We detoured into Port
Douglas and a short stop at
Mossman
Gorge
which
found us in heavy rain. We
had a dismal walk to the
gorge where the river was
flowing fast.
Arriving in Daintree village
early
afternoon
after
driving in rain and drizzle
we were thankful we had booked cabins. Steve had arrived the night before
and Craig and Colin arrived a bit later and were also able to take cabins. The
Cape York party was all together for the trip ahead.
We all had dinner at the café across the road and while the kids watched TV
we had a bit of a chat about past trips. We agreed to get away about 8.30am
to beat the tour companies to the Daintree Ferry.
Thurs 13th July - Daintree to Cooktown
When we woke in the
morning it was still raining
and after breakfast we
set off for the Daintree
Ferry and the Bloomfield
Track with Craig leading.
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As it was so miserable
we only stopped off
once at Noah’s Beach
before reaching our
first river crossing. The
water was gushing over
the wear above door sill
height.
Craig went first without
any drama and we all
followed. There were a
number of smaller creek crossings and then we came across a larger one with
a rocky bottom.
Craig again went over first with no drama and then a foolish fellow in a
Territory who was waiting took off. Unfortunately for him water flooded his
air intake and he stopped in the middle of the river. Craig came back to try
and pull him out but the snatch wasn’t long enough. Richard reversed back
and towed him out with a snatch attached to the tow bar. When the fellow
opened the door to get out there was a gush of water as the vehicle emptied
out.
Steve who was a mechanic
suggested to the fellow to
remove his sparkplugs and
try to dry out his engine.
Time was pressing on so we
left this fellow and we
traveled on. Although the
road was wet it wasn’t really
muddy and we stopped for
lunch at the Lions Den Hotel.
It was still wet and windy so we decided to go into Cooktown to find cabin
type accommodation. Some of us booked into the Big4 whilst the rest stayed
in accommodation opposite.
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After having a look around town we all did our own thing for dinner and
retired. If this was the dry season what would the wet be like?
Fri 14th July - Cooktown to Musgrave Roadhouse
Awaking to a wet and windy day we decided to press on with Colin leading.
After a good stretch out of Cooktown the road became dirt and we had to
slow down. The conditions were a mixed bag with well graded sections and
some rough sections with a couple of easy creek crossings.
We stopped for morning tea near one of the crossings and then continued
on, stopping at Old Laura on the way to look at the old homestead and then
detoured into Laura for lunch.
Richard found his front number plate was only just hanging on so removed it.
Mixed conditions found us at
Musgrave Roadhouse early
afternoon where we set camp.
The skies were still overcast
but the rain had eased off
much to our joy and this
allowed some of the guys to
dry stuff off. There were
quite a large number of
travelers heading both north
and south. Only one of the amenity blocks was open so the ladies had to
share with the men. Surprising how many guards were posted. Most of us had
dinner at the roadhouse and after a chat we retired.
Sat 15th July - Musgrave Roadhouse to Morton Telegraph Station
The day dawned overcast again with threatening showers. We inspected the
vehicles and Craig found he had lost a bolt out of the suspension however
was able to find a temporary replacement at the roadhouse. Richards’s water
reservoir was dry and needed topping up while Paul needed to top up his oil.
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We had breakfast broke camp and got away about 8.30am heading for Coen
with Paul leading. On the way in we saw the areas that had been damaged by
water and photos posted on the ExploreOZ site. The repair crews have done
a remarkable job in fixing
the road and they were now
making permanent repairs to
the temporary ones.
riving in Coen around morning
tea time we had a cuppa and
a look around.
It was then back on the road
again to Archer River
Roadhouse for lunch where
an Archerburger (hamburger with the lot) was the order of the day.
We crossed the Archer River which was only axle depth and passed a Nissan
Patrol that had been washed off the causeway early on in the season. The
road from Archer River to Weipa is maintained by Comalco and was like a
highway however it deteriorated dramatically after the turnoff to Morton
Telegraph Station our destination for the night.
Crossing the Wenlock we arrived
about 4pm and set camp. This is
a great camping area with plenty
of flat grassy ground and
reasonable amenities just near
the Wenlock River Bridge. We
cooked our dinner separately
and
then
had
some
refreshments and a chat.
Richard got out the bullroarer
and glow sticks and put on a show and the kids then took over. We retired
when the station generator was turned off at 10pm. We found it easy to tell
the time as the empty fuel drums contracting in the cold chimed throughout
the night.
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Sun 16th July - Morton Telegraph Station to Cockatoo Creek
We awoke to a foggy morning
which heralded a fine day.
Richard led off and headed for
Bramwell Junction where the
OTL proper started. At
Bramwell Junction we stopped
for some refreshments and
Craig took the lead after we
were told drowned vehicles on
the OTL were being recovered on a daily basis.
Our first test came at Palm
Creek where there was a steep
muddy drop-off into the creek
with a fairly steep exit.
We all got through without any
drama. A couple more fairly easy
crossings found us at Dulhunty
River where we had lunch.
After lunch a couple of easy crossings found us at Gunshot Creek.
We were lucky to find that an
easier side track had been
created although it was very
boggy.
We all got through OK however
Paul needed some assistance
and bent a sidestep in the
process. Previous travelers
with a sense of humor had
nailed up a sign on the opposite
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bank ‘Gunshot Spares’. There were mufflers exhaust pipes and all manner of
things automotive which had either fallen or been ripped of vehicle
attempting the more challenging almost vertical creek entries.
We kept going and came to Cockatoo Creek which was rocky with some holes
and required a detour up river before crossing although Colin just charged
straight across the middle.
After we were all through OK we decided to set camp as it was late
afternoon. We found a nice flat area just off the road with a track down to
the creek where we had a relaxing swim.
Dinner followed and we gathered for a chat before retiring.
Mon 17th July - Cockatoo Creek to Twin Falls
Breaking camp after breakfast at a reasonable hour we planned to get in
early to Twin Falls because of the crowds. We arrived around lunch time
finding many of the camp sites already taken and set camp.
We all had a swim in the
magnificent falls at this
location. There are actually a
number of different falls to
pick from with Twin Falls
being the most popular.
After the swim we had lunch
and then some of us had
another swim.
Just prior to dinner Richard completed a vehicle inspection and found his
radiator leaking big time. He had a look and found a fan blade has dug into
the radiator core. Steve had a look and couldn’t believe it. It was dusk and
too late to do anything however Craig gave Richard a plug tablet to try the
next morning. Unfortunately this didn’t work.
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The army pulled in with about a dozen vehicles and trainee drivers and we
found out the lead 100 series had had a slow speed head on. The Andersons
hosted the evening chat and fire.
18th July - Twin Falls to Bamaga/Seisa Tues
We got away early for this section of the OTL which had many and varied
creek crossings. This in conjunction with Richard having to refill his radiator
every 10ks or so made a slow trip. We all put on blinds apart from Craig at
the last crossing at Nolans Brook which was fairly deep. A party traveling
south who had just crossed the creek informed us that a Jackaroo who had
crossed the previous day had gone across in the wrong spot, floated almost
rolled and hydraulic’d his motor. This crossing was the last one before the
Jardine River ferry crossing. We later found this vehicle at Loyalty Beach
waiting to be put into a container and shipped back to Melbourne.
At the ferry crossing Richard phoned the NRMA for advice on a vehicle
repairer and was given the name of Cape York Repairs and Spares in Bamaga.
He phoned them and arranged for an inspection on arrival.
We arrived at 4pm and the inspection was bad news, the radiator was not
repairable and would need replacing. A phone call was placed to order the
new radiator for the next day if we were lucky.
Driving on to the Seisa Caravan Park Craig and Richard decided to stay and
the others moved on to Loyalty Beach. Richard just wanted to set camp
after a grueling day nursing the vehicle while Craig was looking for a cabin.
Craig managed to get one for the following two nights. Craig and Richard set
camp had dinner and a chat before retiring. The others all set camp at
Loyalty Beach.
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Wed 19th July - Seisa
We all met after a late
breakfast for a trip out to the
tip of Cape York in yet more
rain with Richard traveling in
Colin’s vehicle. After a tour of
Punsand Bay Resort cut short
by a heavy downpour we
traveled on to the Cape York
parking area where we
alighted for the 1 hr return
trip to the tip via the ridge
line, sunshine at last. On reaching the tip marked with a small sign we
contemplated on our own thoughts and took the obligatory photos.
Returning via the beach Richard phoned the mechanic and found the radiator
had been delivered so it was a dash back to the caravan park to get his
vehicle to the mechanic by 3pm.
There was a tour bus with a broken spring and a Pathfinder with a broken
diff already being worked on. Richard left his car and Craig gave him a lift
back to camp.
We all had tea at the Seisa caravan park as it had a café. Richard and Craig
had booked a tour of Thursday Island the following day and the others were
doing there own thing. We also agreed that the east coast would be
miserable due to strong winds so altered our itinerary to stay and extra
night in Seisa where we would all camp at Loyalty Beach.
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Thurs 20th July – Seisa
Craig and Richard were up
early to catch the ferry and
after an hour found us on
Thursday Island. A short bus
trip around the island to see
the sights including the
museum and we were then
left to our own devices for a
few hours before the return
journey.

Richard contacted Mark (Wheelerdog)
from the Overlander forum who had only
just moved to the island and arranged to
meet him for coffee and lunch. Mark
showed Richard around a bit more and
then had coffee where they ran into
Craig. Craig went for a walk around the
shops and Richard and Mark went to
meet Marks wife for lunch. Mark took us
to an out of the way place where the
locals ate so it was a reasonable price.
Craig bought a pearl for Margaret at a reasonable price.
While Craig watched over his kids in the park Richard had a schooner at the
Federal Hotel. It was then time to return to the boat for a rough trip home.
Richard phoned the mechanic and was relieved to find his vehicle had been
repaired at the ballpark quoted price.
Craig dropped him off and he picked his vehicle up and returned to camp.
Whilst at the mechanic another 100 series was there having the front diff
replaced. The others told us they had been out to Jacky Jacky airfield to
look at the plane wrecks and found them all.
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Fri 21st July – Seisa
Richard rose early to the sound of a cargo boat being loaded at the wharf
and strolled down for a few early morning photographs. A lone fisherman was
casting a lure. All of a sudden his line tightened and he hooked up, then
another. Another fisherman turned up and was hooking them as well. It was
on.
Richard went back to his
tent and got his rod which
he had used the previous day
without luck. By the time he
got back the original
fisherman had eight. Richard
cast and hooked up after the
second cast and dragged in a
nice Trevally. He cast again
and hooked up a second time
ending up with two nice
keepers.
The fish went off the bite as quickly as they had come on and it was great
fun while it lasted.
Craig and Richard packed
up ready for the move to
Loyalty Beach that day.
They planned to drive up
the east coast beach to
Somerset and then join the
others in the afternoon for
a trip to Mutee Point to
look at the old WWII
installations near the mouth
of the Jardine River. Steve
decided to stay in camp. On
the trip to Sommerset that Colin had done the previous day Colin mentioned
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a low branch. Craig found it and as it also had vines hanging off it which
Craig caught as he dragged the whole tree onto his vehicle. After some bush
saw and axe work the tree was cleared and we continued on.
It was very disappointing to see
the amount of rubbish washed
up on the beach.
After lunch we headed off to
look around Mutee Point and we
found the old radar installation
and gun trenches we were
looking for.
We then headed back to Loyalty Beach where Craig and Richard set camp.
Richard phoned
Sam at
Weipa Auto and Electrics
to organise an oil change
and Colin arranged a full
service.
We all watched in awe as
the sun set over the sea.
We had dinner with Richard
cooking one of his Trevally
but he found it pretty
tough not knowing the secret recipe. We had a chat around the camp fire
and Andrew found a large cane toad and dispatched it to its maker.
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Sat 22nd July - Seisa to Morton TG Station
A late start got us away for
this leg. The road was
excellent with few rough
corrugations but none of the
horror corrugations Kevin had
been warned us about.
We traveled to the original
Jardine crossing finding the
water level high and continued
on crossing on the Jardine
River ferry.
Steve was leading and Richard
following. Steve radioed a van
approaching on a narrow sandy
section. It appeared in front
of Richard on a sharp curve
and locked its brakes swerving
into some deep sand. Richard
slowed to a halt. The van was
stuck fast and Craig had to
snatch it.
We stopped at Fruit Bat Falls for lunch and Richard had a quick dip.
Continuing on we stopped for afternoon tea at Bramwell Junction. Steve was
disappointed he could not restock with beer as it was only available for those
camping. We reached Morton Telegraph Station late afternoon and set camp
prior to having dinner and a few refreshments, sharing them round.
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Sun 23rd July - Morton TG Station to Weipa
We got away at a reasonable hour for the short section to Weipa via
Battavia Downs. Good road conditions quickly found us at the turnoff to
Batavia Downs where the road deteriorated.
There were two creek crossings. The first one up around the wheel arches
where Richard tied off the fan to stop it spinning and the second shallow
with a steep slippery exit. Back on the main Weipa Road it was like a highway
and we arrived early afternoon. We had booked sites at the caravan park the
previous day which was just as well as it was fairly crowded and we had some
lunch.
The afternoon was spent around the pool while Paul took James to Weipa
hospital to have his wrist X-rayed. We all ordered pizza for dinner and sat
around tables joined communally together had a few refreshments which we
had restocked and we then retired.
Mon 24th Mon July - Weipa
We had an easy day just lazing around camp. Colin and Richard had their
vehicles serviced. Colin’s rear diff breather had come off and his diff was
full of water so the oil was changed. Paul took James to the hospital to have
the X-ray examined. The break had healed well and the plaster finally
removed. Craig and Paul did mine tours with their families during the day.
We had dinner then a few drinks. As this was the last night we would all be
together as Colin and Steve were heading for Chili Beach and the rest of us
were heading into Lakefield NP. A surprise 55th birthday party was put on
for Richard complete with a birthday cake and musical candle. We then all
retired.
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Tues 25th July - Weipa to Lakefield NP
We broke camp about 9am
and after fueling up and
obtaining further supplies
headed for the Archer
River where an uneventful
journey apart from an
oversize vehicle found us
having an early lunch. The
river had dropped
significantly and was now
below the road level.
Pushing on to Coen and then Musgrave Roadhouse we turned off for
Lakefield NP. On the way in Craig who was leading disturbed a flock of
hundreds of black cockatoos whose cacophony set the air alight with noise.
We pulled into a camping area on Salty Creek only to discover that the two
guys who arrived 5 minutes before us found a fair sized croc sunning itself
on the causeway. This and the fact that we saw wild pigs within a stones
throw was enough to encourage us to search out another campsite for the
night.
We eventually set up
camp late afternoon on
the North Kennedy River
at the Hann crossing
where the banks were
steep
and
rocky
so
hopefully not suitable for
crocs.
We had dinner a bit of a
chat and checked for any
red eyes of crocs and
retired.
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Wed 26th July - Lakefield NP to Atherton
We awoke to another fine day and checked our limbs and found none missing.
Following breakfast we got away for a run through some of the lagoons in
the park.
It wasn’t long before we lost Paul. He stopped for some photo opportunities
and Richard didn’t wait at the junction that he and Craig had turned off. Paul
went down the main route trying to catch up and was out of radio range
before we realised what had happened. We retraced our tracks and followed
in hot pursuit finally getting into radio range and then catching him.
We dropped into Red
Lily lagoon and this
habitat of birds made
the Lakefield detour
worth it. There was a
myriad of birds in
amongst the large red
flowering water lilies
and it was a site to
behold.

We took many photos and then continued on to White Lily lagoon which had
many white water lilies but not much bird life. Calling into the Kalpower
Campground we found this the pick of the campgrounds in the park with
grassy sites and good amenities.
Leaving the park we continued on to Laura where we said goodbye to Craig
and we had lunch. We traveled onto Lakeland to refuel and found Craig
finishing lunch. Richard came across Ivan from the LCOOL and ExplorOZ
group and found it was his 100 series that had broken the front diff. They
had a bit of a chat with Ivan telling Richard he had broken the diff on the
return trip across Nolans Brook when he had lifted a wheel.
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It was time to move on and good blacktop found us fairly quickly turning off
at Mt Molloy to Mareeba and Atherton. We hadn’t booked anything in
Atherton and thought cabins would be a nice break but couldn’t find any in
town. The tourist information centre was able to book cabins at Lake Tinaroo
Holiday Park just down the road. We booked in relaxed had some dinner and
sat down to plan the next day and then we retired.
Thur 27th July - Lake Tinaroo
After a great night’s sleep and some breakfast we got away just before 9am
for a circuit of Lake Tinaroo with Richard leading. We stopped off at the
dam wall and looked over the spillway then traveled to Platypus Point which
juts out into the lake. There was light drizzle and the road which was dirt
was very greasy.
Although we saw timber felling machinery in operation we didn’t meet any
logging trucks. We stopped at a crater lake for a look and then the
Cathedral Fig before heading for Lake Barrine where we stopped at the lake
and Richard purchased a red cedar bowl. We also had a look at the two huge
Kauri trees.
We the headed for
Malanda and Milla Milla
where we had pies from
the bakery for lunch.
We had a quick look at
Milla Milla Falls which
are very picturesque
and then headed back
through Atherton to
Tolga and stopped at
the
woodworking
factory
but
were
disappointed at the prices.
Heading on to Mareeba we visited Coffee Works where we had a tasting of
coffee, tea, coffee liquor and chocolate. We were a bit disappointed with

Page 29 of 42

Cape York Trip - Sat 1 July to Wed 10th August 2006
Author/Photos Richard Windeyer
the coffees however found the tea, coffee liquor and chocolate excellent.
We all came away with a purchase or two.
On the way back we stopped at the war museum which is an impressive
private collection of war relics. Whilst there Richard phoned Colin and found
he and Steve were at Mareeba buying supplies. We traveled on to Atherton
where we met them and agreed to meet for dinner at a Chinese restaurant
Richard had been to a few years previously.
Richard and Paul did some shopping while waiting for the others to book into
their caravan park. We had a very nice Chinese feed and a few drinks again
toasting Richards’s birthday. We also agreed on a plan-of-attack for the
next day to meet at Maccas at 10am the next day for a short run to Innot
Hot Springs via Herberton and Ravenshoe. We then returned to our
respective caravan parks.
Fri 28th July - Lake Tinaroo to Innot Hot Springs
At Maccas we bid farewell to Steve and
Liz who were heading to Cairns and
Innisfail to look for work. Hitting the
road We were disappointed when we
found that the old Herberton township
had been closed for three years. It was
privately owned and the insurance had
become too expensive.
Traveling on to Ravenshoe we visited
the information centre and booked a
tour of the Undarra Lava Tubes for the
following day. We had a look at the wind
farm near Ravenshoe and also
Millstream and Little Millstream Falls.
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We arrived at Innot Hot
Springs early afternoon and
after setting camp Richard
and Paul’s boys had a
refreshing dip in the Pools
which varied from cool to 42
degrees Celsius. There was
plenty of wildlife in this area.
It seems that the boys in
blue are no different to
those in NSW. Here we were in the middle of the sticks, kilometers from
nowhere when, to fuel the evening campfire, Paul drove outside the caravan
park for a little wood and blow me down tucked in behind the signs inviting
weary travelers to enjoy the soothing hot waters was a mobile radar trap
doing a roaring business.
Sat 29th July - Innot Hot Springs to Undarra Lava Tubes
After breakfast and another relaxing swim in the hot springs we got away
late with Colin leading. We headed for Undara and after an uneventful trip
arrived prior to lunch and set camp. The Undarra Experience as it was called
was set up in a range of accommodation styles from converted railway
carriages ,to sweat box type cabins ,to already erected tent style units and
well laid out individual campsites complete with its own little fireplace. Bags
of wood could be purchased for the princely sum of only 5 bucks. Had time
permitted there were plenty of walks to showcase the areas volcanic history.
We relaxed around camp and Richard had a swim in the pool prior to the lava
tube tour. A bus took us to the entrance to the tubes which is about 6km
from camp.
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We descended into the
lava tubes which are very
much like large caves but
created
by
volcanic
activity and lava rather
than water on limestone.
Well worth a visit if you
are up that way.
We returned to camp for a
chat before dinner and then went to the communal campfire for the sing
along led by Ross the guide before retiring.
30th July - Undarra to Hughenden Sun
The Andersons enjoyed a traditional camp breakfast at the Ringers Camp
put on by the Undarra Experience whilst the rest of us cooked our own. We
got away about 9am with Richard leading and headed for The Lynd Junction
where Paul fueled up.
We continued on the 267km to Hughenden. On the way Colin heard a funny
noise coming from his front driver side wheel and got out inspect it but
couldn’t see anything. He started the vehicle and moved forward and the
noise was still there so he removed the wheel but couldn’t see anything. He
put the wheel back on and the noise had gone.
Richard was lucky when two
roos jumped out of the
scrub. He just caught the
tail of the second one. We
stopped off at Porcupine
Gorge
for
lunch
and
admired the view from the
camp ground and the much
more stunning view from
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the lookout on the other side of the gorge.
Continuing on found us mid afternoon at Hughenden where Colin and Robyn
looked over the dinosaur exhibit at the information centre while the rest of
us fueled up and then booked into the caravan park.
Paul and Richard made use of the BBQ for dinner and then Colin and Robin
joined us for a chat. We then retired Richard adjourned to the BBQ where a
communal fire was going and crossed debating swords with a German who
seemed to have a fixed opinion on everything.
Mon 31st July - Hughenden to Winton
We broke camp early for the
200km to Winton with Paul
leading and wanting to book into
the caravan park early before
making the additional 200km
round trip to visit Lark Quarry
to see the dinosaur footprints.
On the way we came across
three herds of cattle in the long
paddock. The drover said they
had been on the road 6 months coming up from Swan Hill in Victoria where
there wasn’t any feed.
Arriving about 11am we booked in to the
caravan park and headed for the quarry.
On the way we skirted a number of
thunder storms and found the road fairly
damp. We had lunch and were treated to a
lecture on the site by a Paleontologist and
then viewed the footprints of a large
meat eating dinosaur pursuing smaller
vegetation eating dinosaurs.
We then returned to camp.
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Richard had dinner provided at a reasonable cost by the local hotel around
the communal campfire while the others prepared their own dinner. We were
then treated to a bush poet who gave us an hour and a half of bush poetry
and stories after which we retired
Tues 1st August - Winton to Longreach
We got away early and
after an uneventful trip
with Colin leading found us
in Longreach where we
headed for the Stockman’s
Hall of Fame and spent the
rest of the morning and
early afternoon browsing
the galleries.

The others returned to
camp where we had again
booked cabins while Richard
stayed
on
for
the
stockyard show where a
drover showed us the
tricks of the trade.
Well worth the visit if you
are in the area.
We relaxed for the rest of
the afternoon had something to eat and adjourned to the communal camp
fire where a bush balladeer entertained us and then retired.

Wed 2nd Aug - Longreach to Charlieville
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As Colin and Robin needed to be in Hungerford ASAP to meet there friends
for a Simpson Crossing we needed to get some miles on the clock so we
changed our original plan of Windorah and Quilpie to stay on the blacktop
which was quicker.
We got away early again
with Richard leading and
headed for Barcaldine
where we viewed the Tree
of Knowledge which
someone has poisoned and
then traveled on to
Blackall where we had a
look at the Black Stump (
some bugger would you
believe burnt the original
stump and the locals have replaced it with one of petrified wood )
and then went to look at the Wool Scourer which had been restored by a
group of locals keen to preserve the towns place in the early development of
Queensland outback.
Heading back to into town Richard stopped outside the pub to wait for the
others and there was a tap on the window. He was told his front wheel was
making a racket and when Paul showed up moved forward so he could listen.
Paul and Colin confirmed the noise so after investigation of the outside of
the wheel which showed nothing it was off with the hub cover. One of the
studs had broken off and another one was loose and broke off when
tightened. Luckily there was a motor mechanic across the road who could
replace them.
We had lunch and the moved on to Charlieville to set camp while Richard
remained behind to have the studs replaced. This was finished about 3.30pm
and Richard headed off on the 300km journey to Charlieville.
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It was late afternoon and the roos were beginning to become more common
along the side of the road so Richard had to slow down. Around dusk one
jumped across the road in front and then started trying to outpace the
vehicle travelling at about 90kph. It went under the front driver side and
rear wheels. There was a “Thump Thump” with the end result being another
dead roo on the side of the road. Richard traveled on to Charlieville and got
into town on dark and after a number of phone calls to Colin found the
caravan park.
Richard had dinner at the pub and then headed back to the caravan park and
set up the swag before having a few drinks with the others. We discussed
the rest of the trip and this was the last night with Colin and Robyn before
they headed off and Paul and Richard decided to head for the coast to
warmer weather and some fishing as the weather reports from inland
indicated temperatures at night below zero.
Thur 3rd Aug - Charlieville to Chinchilla
We awoke to a cold morning had breakfast, bid
the Smiths farewell and headed for Mitchell
where we had morning tea. A nice little town and
well worth stopping.
We left and headed for Chinchilla through Roma
and Wallumbilla where we had lunch. We arrived in
Chinchilla late afternoon and set camp. We
relaxed prior to a communal dinner and then
retired.
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Fri 4th Aug Chinchilla to Pottsville
We got away at a reasonable hour and headed for Dalby and Toowoomba and
onto Pottsville without any drama arriving late afternoon. We set camp and
Mick an old mate of Paul’s came round to pay us a visit. He had also booked us
into the Coolangatta Golf Club for dinner. This was a smorgasbord with
plenty of seafood and was a reasonable price. We had dinner and returned to
camp. During the night it bucketed down and Richard got up to batten down
the hatches.
Sat 5th Aug - Pottsville
We got up and had breakfast at a reasonable hour
and lazed around camp with Richard trying his luck
to catch some nippers for bait. The indents in the
mud flats indicated that they had all been taken.
Mick showed up mid morning to take us on a cook’s
tour of the area including the border.
A beautiful part of the world.
We arrived back at camp for a late lunch and
Richard tried his luck fishing on the high tide
casting from the wall near his tent and caught 3
small whiting but no keepers.
The rain was still bucketing down and the wind was howling as we had a BBQ
dinner in the camp kitchen. After a chat we retired.
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Sun 6th Aug - Pottsville
Another easy day as the Pottsville markets got underway. Richard was first
to sus them out and came away with a ½ kilo of fresh strawberries, ¾ kilo of
prawns and a blue swimmer crab.
We all then topped up our bait supplies and headed to the river mouth for
some fishing on the low tide. Paul’s boys caught a few small bream and a
whiting which was a keeper. We then relaxed around camp until the tide
came in and while Richard tried fishing from near his tent found only rubbish
biting.
Paul’s boys tried the river mouth with catching a couple of bream that were
just undersize. We had a communal dinner again with the Andersons cooking
rissoles and Richard scoffing the seafood he bought at the markets finding
it very sweet. Paul after trying it agreeing.
Mon 7th Aug - Pottsville to Nambucca Heads
Packing up and us away to another early start just as a rain squall came in
catching us just short of having everything put away. We completed a quick
trip into Brunswick Heads and then a detour via Wooli where we had lunch
and Minnie Water. Wooli would be a nice area when fine as there is no
commercial development and it is like stepping back in time.
We eased into Nambucca Heads and booked into the Nambucca Beach
Caravan Park. We had a quick look around Nambucca Heads and returned to
the caravan park for dinner and before a chat and retiring.
Tues 8th Aug - Nambucca Heads
As it was a lay day we slept in a bit and on awaking had a stroll along the
beach prior to a look around town. The beach had been eroded a fair bit by
the strong winds and there was a fair amount of sand off shore from the
river which had the appearance of bombora's.
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Mid morning found us purchasing some bait to fish in a quiet spot out of the
wind. Andrew caught
a keeper bream but
the rest of us got
plenty of bites but
were being regularly
baited. We moved
onto the V wall where
the wind was howling
and we had plenty of
bites and landed a
few but no keepers.
Richard took a stroll
along the break wall where graffiti is welcome.
Paul and family had dinner at the caravan park whilst Richard headed to the
RSL Club for a feed.
Wed 9th Aug - Nambucca Heads
We were up early and headed to the V wall again to
try our luck. There was hardly any wind and the
tide was just peaking. Richard was first there and
it wasn’t long before he had a keeper bream. The
Andersons showed up soon after and it wasn’t long
before they were successful with James pulling in
a beauty. He had the bragging rights.
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We all caught at least one
bream with the mornings
haul being 9 keepers
including 2 good sized fish
the other one being Paul’s.
The fish went off the
so we headed to
cleaning tables where
showed us his skill
filleting knife.

bite
the
Paul
with

The pelicans enjoyed the scraps and it wasn’t long before there was a good
sized flock and Richard got some good shots of a Pelican’s beak holding more
than its belly can. It was rumored that the only bird Richard had failed to
photograph on the trip was
the Kr Kr bird found locally
at Walcha and other areas
where the temperature was
at or below 0 degrees.
We headed back to camp for
some lunch and later headed
to the beach to enjoy the
sun. Richard had a swim and
we all returned to camp with
Paul and family having the fish fillets for dinner while Richard again
adjourned to the RSL club.
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Wed 10th Aug - Nambucca Heads to Home
We got away to an early start so as to get home at a reasonable hour. After
an uneventful trip on some really good sections of new freeway and some
ordinary sections of the Pacific Highway we arrived home safe and sound.
The 3 days spent winding down and “chilling out” AT Nambucca Heads
seemed a fitting and relaxing way to finish a great trip that had seen us
cover almost 10500 klms, reach our goal of hitting the TOP in the company
of our Triple Diamond traveling companions and return home in awe of this
great and fascinating country of ours in safety with the anticipation of more
great trips in the future.
Damage reported
Craig – Lost bolt from rear suspension, jammed engine valve and broken cam
shaft.
Richard – Inverter failed, holed radiator by fan blade, chipped windscreen, 2
broken wheel studs.
Paul – Bent sidestep, warn idler bearing on the power steering pump fan belt.
Colin and Robyn – dislodged rear diff breather and water in the diff.
Steve and Liz ) – No damage
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Prelude
Thanks to Craig for organising the trip and the camaraderie of those who
came along. Commiserations to those who had to pull out.
Footnote:
Fuel prices

Cheapest

Dearest

Unleaded
Diesel

$1.21
$1.23

$1.72
$1.74

Total

NK Pajero

Landcruiser TD100

$2,300

$2,000

Premium was not an option as it could not be purchased North of Cooktown.
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