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Prologue 
 
Jeff(jcd), one of the Queensland forum members was interested in a trip to 
Cape York for his annual holidays and looked at a couple of Tag Along's 
before deciding to post expressions of interest on the Forum. A number of 
us took up the offer with the final tally being three vehicles.  
 
Two Landcruiser's (TD 100 and Petrol Sahara) and a Short Wheelbase 

Pajero (Did) comprised the fleet. 
The Landcruiser's both had 2" lifts 
and mud tyres amongst other 
modifications whilst the only 
modifications to the Pajero were an 
auxiliary fuel tank, A/T Tyres and a 
snorkel. 
 
Ross and myself (Richard) were 
traveling from Sydney in the 
TD100 whilst Jeff in the Pajero  
and Brett (shakey88) in the 
Sahara, the two Queensland forum 
members, would meet us near 
Cairns at Wonga Beach.  
 
My journey would take us inland to 
Cairns to  join the others before 
our sojourn to the 'tip' and then 
back       down the coast stopping at 
Fraser Island for a few nights.  
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Sun 5th July – Sydney to Gunnedah 
 
The blacktop was beckoning and we set off with an early start from Sydney. 
As the metropolitan area passed us quickly by we headed up the F3 
motorway turning off before Newcastle to travel through Cessnock skirting 
the Hunter Valley vineyards. It was tempting to stop off and sample a few of 
the delicious wares available in this area however we left this for another 
time.  
 
Driving through Scone,  Murrurundi and Quirindi we stopped for the first 
night at the Gunnedah Tourist Park. Setting up camp for our first night we 
found we hadn't forgotten anything. The first night out is always being the 
big test and on more than one occasion I have found I have forgotten 
something and had to buy a replacement.     
 
Mon 6th July – Gunnedah to Nindigully  
 
Before heading off from Gunnedah we toured the Australian Cotton Centre 
which has some fine exhibits explaining all about the cotton industry in 
Australia.  
 
We headed for Narrabri and on through Moree and Mungundi noting 
substantial cotton farming all through this  region. After some poor seasons 
the growers were gearing up for some expected good years with dams having 
been replenished from the recent excellent rainfall.  
 
Stopping overnight at the Nindigully 
Hotel we set up camp on the bank of 
the Moonie River. The camping is free 
and a shower is available at the pub at 
no cost. The Nindigully pub is one of 
the classic Australian pubs and well 
worth the visit.  
 
I tried my luck with a couple of yabby 
traps but to no avail. The old saying 
that you only catch yabby's in months 
starting with an R in them held true.  
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Tue 7th July – Nindigully to Canarvon Gorge 
 
Leaving Nindigully we headed on through St George, Surat, Roma and Injune 
arriving at Canarvon Gorge late afternoon. As this period was the 
Queensland school holidays we had booked one of the limited camp sites a 
couple of weeks earlier and managed to secure the last spot available on the 
day we visited.  
 
Canarvon Gorge is very dry away from the creeks which have always been 
running the times I have been there. It is well worth the visit as there is 
some stunning scenery and great walks through this national park.  
 
Wed 8th July – Canarvon Gorge to Belyando Crossing 
 
Before we left the gorge we completed a couple of short walks away from 
the camp area and although there was water in the creeks they were only 
just running.  
 

Leaving Carnarvon Gorge and 
taking the Rewan Road North 
which was good dirt and this saved 
us some backtracking we traveled 
through Rolleston, Springsure, 
Emerald, Cappella and Clermont. 
My cousin owns a property just 
north of Clermont so I raised him 
on his mobile phone. He was driving 
a header harvesting a crop of 

sorghum in a paddock adjacent to the road so we stopped to have a chat with 
him.  
 
Moving on we passed a coal mine that has recently been opened in the area 
by Rio Tinto called the Clermont Mine. As part of the development they had 
diverted the old road around the mine.  
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Heading north it was then onto 
Belyando Crossing through 
Avon Downs and we  arrived at 
Belyando Crossing just on dark.  
 
On this leg of the trip there 
were plenty of Australian 
Bustards feeding in the 
sorghum. These birds are slow 
and ungainly when taking off 
and it is very easy to hit one. One took off in front of me only just clearing 
my windscreen and it may have been very messy if the bird hadn't cleared 
the vehicle.  
 
As it was on dark when we arrived at Belyando Crossing and we set up a very 
simple camp on the dirt floor in the camping ground shelter. Belyando 
Crossing has a fairly basic caravan park however the amenities are quite new 
and clean. 
 
We chatted to the locals whilst having dinner find that most of them were 
working on the roads or in the mines around the area.  
 
Thu 9th July – Belyando Crossing to Innot Hot Springs 
 
We decided to push through to Innot Hot Springs making it a fairly long day. 
Away for an early start we headed for Charters Towers stopping for a short 
while to top up supplies before moving on to Greenvale for lunch. The Three 
Rivers Hotel at Greenvale is the title of one of Slim Dusty's songs and a 
pleasant watering hole for refreshments.   
 
Traveling on through Mt Garnet we arrived at Innot Hot Springs mid 
afternoon. The caravan park is located on the site of a thermal spring and 
there are a number of swimming pools of varying degrees of temperature, 
the hottest being 45deg Celsius. The pool was very relaxing after the long 
dusty drive.  
 
A couple of ringers from a property near Georgetown were our neighbors 
and we spent a pleasant evening chatting around the camp fire.   
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Fri 10th July – Innot Hot Springs to Ellis Beach 
 

It was only a short run into Cairns through 
Ravenshoe, Atherton then down to the 
coast through Gordonvale to Cairns and on 
to Ellis Beach where we had booked two 
nights accommodation.   
 
Stopping off at Millstream on the way we 
took a short walk down the escarpment to 
view the waterfall. The track is paved and 
a very easy stroll. We also took a short 
detour to view one of the large curtain figs 
and a crater lake in the area.  
 
We had hoped to stay at the council 
camping area at Palm  Cove however this 
had been booked out so we had booked a 
powered site at  

 
Ellis Beach Caravan Park as 
they didn't take bookings 
for un-powered sites. A 
lovely caravan park right on 
the beach with a grove of 
palm trees although the 
caravan park was full and 
the sites fairly cramped.    
 
 
 
 
Sat 11th July – Ellis Beach 
 
We had pre booked a couple of tickets at Ravenshoe for the Skyrail up to 
Karunda and the railway back down to Cairns. The journey up on the Skyrail 
was spectacular as we floated over the rainforest below, past the stunning 
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Baron Gorge with it's waterfall and over the Baron River before arriving at 
Karunda.  
 
There were two stops on the Skyrail where we had to change gondolas and 
there are lookouts at these locations to view the scenery. We spent a few 
lazy hours walking around Karunda and took the short loop walk through the 
rainforest and back to the village 
 

The train journey back 
down the escarpment is 
arguably one of the most 
spectacular train trip in 
Australia and we marveled 
at the scenery and sights 
along the route. We 
arrived back at 
Freshwater late 
afternoon for the bus 
ride back to the Skyrail 
Terminal where we had 

left the vehicle.  
 
Sun 12th July – Ellis Beach to Wonga Beach 
 
We left Ellis Beach heading north to Wonga Beach, where we had agreed to 
meet the others in our group. Stopping off at Port Douglas to top up supplies 
we found a large market in full swing and were tempted by the assortment of 
artworks for sale but managed not to buy anything.  
 
Stopping off at Mossman 
Gorge for a short walk we 
met Jeff after raising him 
on the mobile phone and 
agreeing to meet him at this 
location. The Mossman River 
running through the gorge is 
very picturesque as it 
meanders over and through 
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large boulders. An excellent place for a cool dip in the clear water. 
 
Traveling on to Wonga Beach we arrived around lunch time and spent the 
afternoon relaxing in camp. This is an excellent caravan park with large 
grassy sites and plenty of room to spread out. It has great amenities and a 
refreshing swimming pool.  Our last group member, Brett, rolled up only to 
announce he had a better offer of accommodation with some friends staying 
at Port Douglas and advised us he would join us again the following morning. 
 
Mon 13th July – Wonga Beach to Lions Den Hotel 
 
The trip to the 'tip' began in earnest and we headed off at a reasonable 
hour and fuelled up for the trip up the Bloomfield Track at Wonga. We paid 
our fares for the ferry across the Daintree River and headed north, 
stopping at Thornton Beach for a stroll and look around.  
 
Passing Cape Tribulation and as there had been no recent heavy rain we 
found the river crossings fairly low and progress easy.  Stopping for lunch on 
the Bloomfield River at the boat ramp near Ayton we arrived at the Lions 
Den Hotel early afternoon. The river beckoned and we had a cool swim to 
wash the dust off from the Bloomfield Track. 
 
The Lions Den is another of the iconic Australian pubs with excellent 
camping on the banks of the river.  
 
Tue 14th July – Lions Den Hotel to Cooktown 
 

Away again at a reasonable 
hour we only just hit the 
bitumen heading for 
Lakeland when Brett had a 
nasty surprise with a 
blowout. Luckily he was able 
to retain control of the 
vehicle and bring it to a 
controlled stop. 
Investigation showed the 

tyre had overheated and split around the middle of the side wall. We 
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decided it was more likely to be able to obtain a 17” tyre from Cooktown 
rather than Lakeland so we headed to Cooktown.  The tyre shop didn’t have a 
tyre in stock and needed to order it from Cairns to arrive the following day.  
 
The mechanic recommended a 
good camping spot just down 
the coast from Cooktown at 
Quarantine Bay behind the 
golf course. A quick visit 
proved that this was an ideal 
location, apart from a few 
fish carcasses and an 
unextiguished fire left by the 
previous inhabitants. It was 
on a grassy hillock between the ocean and an inlet, this location was just 
magnificent.  
 
Heading to Cooktown we toured the town to see the sights stopping off at 
the lookout and the Cooktown Museum. The museum has many artifacts from 
the ‘Endeavour’ which Captain Cook repaired after running aground near this 
location on his trip up the east coast. 
 
Heading back to our campsite just after lunch and whilst two of our group 
relaxed Ross and I tried out luck with the rod and reel. Unfortunately  the 
fish were uncooperative and we had no luck. We watched with envy as a 
fellow fisherman further around the sand spit landed a good sized queenfish.   
 
Wed 15th July – Cooktown to Palmer River Roadhouse 
 
Our plan for this leg of the journey was to head for our original destination 
of Maytown in the Palmer River Goldfields to have a poke around. Whilst 
Bret waited for his tyre to be delivered the rest of us headed for 
Endeavour Falls for a dip. Unfortunately a croc had supposedly been spotted 
in the area so the falls were closed for swimming.  
 
Brett arrived just before lunch and after he had a chat to a couple who were 
heading for the 'tip' on old posty motor bikes we were on our way. We 
passed them further up the road traveling at around 45kph.  
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Stopping at Old Laura we looked around the old homestead and then made 
our way to the Laura township to make some enquiries about the goldfields. 
The owner of the general store was very helpful but did advise that the 

owner of the Palmer River 
Station was trying to keep 
people out of the area. He also 
recommended we didn't travel 
via the Old Coachouse Road as it 
was very rough and the 50KM 
took about 8 hours to complete, 
time we didn't have. Whilst we 
were there he rolled and old 
restored Austin for us to 

admire. 
 
As the State of Origin was on we decided to stay at the Palmer River 
Roadhouse and although very basic camping, effectively in the carpark, the 
food was good at a very reasonable price. We were all entered into the lucky 
draw where everyone won a prize. The prizes consisted of Maroons 
promotional material much to the chagrin of the Cockroaches among us.    
 
Thu 16th July – Palmer River Roadhouse to Mary River 
 
Away again at a reasonable hour we headed 
south across the Palmer River and turned 
off towards Maytown. There were major 
roadwork's in progress, widening and 
realigning the dirt road. The road workers 
also warned us about the owner of the 
Palmer River Station and that he had turned 
back some people earlier in the week. 
Luckily we didn’t come across the owner of 
the station and arrived at the goldfields 
without incident. 
 
Looking around the old Maytown township 
we found there was only a few remnants of 
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ruined buildings but plenty of evidence that this was a substantial town in its 
heyday. The main street had been curbed and guttered. 
 
The trip back out was uneventful although we did meet some fellow travelers 
on their way into the goldfields.  
 

We had planned to stay at the 
Musgrave Roadhouse for an 
overnight stop but it was fairly late 
and the Mary River Station had 
some good reviews. It took us a 
while to find the gate to the 
station in the thick clouds of dust 
but unfortunately it was closed for 
camping. With dusk setting in we 
found a nice little roadside stop on 

the Mary River where we set camp.   
 
Fri 17th July – Mary River to Weipa 
 
Breaking camp we stopped at Musgrave Roadhouse to fuel up. The fuel was 
quite pricey compared to other places and it pays off to top up at the larger 
towns on the route. The development road was in pretty good condition and 
we made good time stopping off at Coen for brunch.  
 
Passing the Archer River Roadhouse we traveled on an excellent road into 
Weipa arriving around lunch time. The road is maintained by Comalco for 
their mine vehicles and the mining company was responsible for building the 
town. 
 
We were lucky in scoring a grassy campsite right on the beach front at the 
Weipa Caravan Park. The caravan park was pretty crowded and luckily we 
were ahead of the Endeavour Rally which was due the following day. The 
Endeavour Rally is a charity event that raises money for people with 
disabilities and the caravan park  would have the 150 charity run vehicles 
there the following night.  
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As it was a public holiday, being Cairns show day, the shops were shut so we 
had to wait for the following day to top up supplies. We spent the afternoon 
relaxing in camp and doing some domestic chores.  
 
Sat 18th July - Weipa to Dulhunty River 
 
After topping up supplies at Weipa we headed off using the Batavia Downs 
road to travel across to the Development Road. It was in pretty good 
condition with concrete based causeways across the creeks and closer to the 
development road a road gang was widening and grading the road.  
 
Passing Morton telegraph station we made good time and as it was early we 
pushed on to Bramwell Junction which is the start of the Old Telegraph Line 
track proper. It wasn't long before we came across a 4WD tourist bus that 
had a broken axle on the trailer and was stuck in the middle of the track. 
The driver had things under control and we were able to bypass him.    
 
Our first serious creek crossing was 
Palm Creek. This creek had a steep 
and slippery entrance and after 
walking the track and creek we all 
crossed without any drama apart from 
an odd nudge to the side steps. Whilst 
there another couple drove up behind 
us and we assisted them to pick the 
correct line down the river bank.  
 
The next couple of creek crossings were fairly easy and we arrived at 
Dulhunty River early afternoon also finding this crossing fairly easy.  

 
Earlier we had decided to set camp at 
this location and found a lovely clear 
running creek with good swimming to 
greet us. We spent most of the 
afternoon relaxing in the water or on 
the bank. A few other vehicles and 
motor cycles passed us on the 
crossing.  
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Sun 19th July – Dulhunty River to Twin Falls 
 
We made a decision to push on to Twin Falls rather than camp at Cockatoo 
Creek which was our original intention.  
 
Bertie Creek was a bit steep and 
slippery and it was not long 
before we arrived at the 
notorious Gunshot Creek. After 
inspecting the steep drop-offs 
into the creel gully we decided on 
the easier side track not wanting 
to risk any damage. We 
traversed the creek without any 
dramas and pushed on to Cockatoo Creek where we scouted for the best 
point to cross and avoid the deep rock holes. Again we all crossed without 
any problems and then negotiated Sailors Creek easily.  
 
Stopping off at a roadwork's site to collect some firewood one of the road 
gang driving a caterpillar offered to knock over a dead tree for us however 
we found enough wood on the ground gracefully declining his offer.  
 

Pulling  in at Fruitbat Falls we 
completed the short walk to 
the falls. The falls are 
spectacular and not high but 
quite broad. There were a 
number of Pitcher Plants at 
this location and well worth 
looking for if you stop off at 
this location. 
 

We stopped  briefly at Sheldon Lagoon and watched a number of turtles and 
they swam up to us for a look and a feed.  There were then a number of easy 
creek crossings before we arrived at Twin Falls.  
 
The camping area at Twin falls was pretty crowded and we were lucky to find 
a spot where our group could all set up together. The afternoon was spent 
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relaxing and swimming in the magnificent falls, I reckon one of the top 
swimming spots in Australia.    
 
Mon 20th July – Twin Falls 
 
We spent a relaxing day at the falls 
with plenty of swimming and walks 
around the area. One of our number 
spotted two snakes, one swimming in 
the river and the other gorging 
itself on what looked like a frog. 
We spent the evening around the 
camp fire. 
 
 
Tue 21st July – Twin Falls to Loyalty Beach 
 

Off to a start at a reasonable 
hour we resumed our journey 
up the Old Telegraph Track 
crossing a number of creeks, 
some with very eroded banks. 
We crossed a log bridge and 
moved onto Cypress Creek and 
Nolan's Brook where we all 
put blinds across our grills as 
the water was up to the top of 

the radiator grill.  
 
We re-entered the main bypass road just south of the Jardine River Ferry 
where we passed many of the vehicles on the Endeavour Rally traveling 
south.  
 
We obtained our permits at the ferry office and crossed the river arriving 
in Bamaga about lunch time where we topped up our supplies at the 
supermarket.  
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Heading for Seisa we looked through the campground before moving onto 
Loyalty Beach where we decided to stay. The afternoon was spent relaxing 
and doing a few chores. A couple of white lipped green tree frogs had made 
their home in the amenities block laundry. 
 
Wed 22nd July – Loyalty Beach 
 
We had planned to complete the 
walk out to the 'tip', visit the 
Somerset monuments with a short 
trip down the east side and then 
drive to Punsand Bay before 
returning to the campground. The 
journey out to the 'tip' was 
uneventful and we were amazed 
to see a Hyundai 2WD at creek 
crossing. We reached the car 
park where there are the ruins of 
a resort set up many years earlier.  
 
Taking the inland walk to the 'tip' we arrived and contemplated being right 
at the top of mainland Australia. We walked back to the car park via the 
shoreline at were astounded to find that the Hyundai was there.  
 
We traveled up to the Somerset ruins  and drove the very rough track down 
to the coast where we traversed a number of beaches before returning to 
the inland road. There was a strong onshore wind blowing and this part of 
the coast is very exposed with a lot of rubbish from passing ships washed up 
on the beaches. 
 
We took the turnoff to Punsand Bay finding the track very soft and sandy 
with a number of creek crossings. Punsand Bay seemed very nice camp 
ground although the camping area was very dusty. They did have a small 
above ground pool.  
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Heading back to camp we 
booked dinner at the 
restaurant and had lunch 
before traveling to Jacky 
Jacky Airfield to look at the 
old WWII plane wrecks. Two 
were still intact but the 
third was only a small pile of 
scrap metal.      
 
 

 
Thu 23rd July – Loyalty Beach 
 
We had booked a fishing charter when we arrived so drove down to Seisa 
wharf early morning to board the Island Breeze, a small 20ft fiberglass 
diesel launch skippered by Glenn from John Charlton Fishing Charters.  
 
After Glenn used the cast bet to secure a 
good catch of live bait fish off the wharf 
we were away. There was already a stiff 
breeze blowing and the tide was low so we 
had to skirt out wide to avid the sand 
banks as the water around this area is 
quite shallow. We headed out near 
Possession Island where there were some 
reasonable holes around 40-60 ft. The 
trolling lines were set out the stern and 
although we got one strike there was no 
hook up. It was very quiet around the holes 
with only a couple of nibbles so we moved 
onto another spot, again no luck.  
 
A lunch stop had been arranged at Roko Island where there is a small 
pearling operation so we cruised to the small jetty and disembarked. We 
were given a tour of the island and the pearl seeding operation explained. A 
small supply of pearls were offered for sale with one of the people on the 
fishing tour making a sizable purchase. I left my wallet ashore. 
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Back to sea and some more fishing in other spots yielded nothing. An 
overcast sky, the wind howling and an 8.5 knot current flowing made 
conditions uncomfortable so it was back to the wharf at Seisa. A very 
disappointing trip so far as fishing was concerned and we spent the 
afternoon relaxing around camp.       
 
Fri 24th July – Loyalty Beach to Captain Billy’s Landing 
 
Bidding Bamaga good bye we headed south through Injinoo and traveling on 
good dirt arrived at the Jardine River Ferry. A new bypass has been put in 
so if you want to see the old river crossing you have to find the old road to 
locate the crossing. We kept heading south stopping again at Fruit Bat Falls 
where we had a refreshing swim. Our last for some time due to estuarine 
crocs that inhabit the coastline.  

 
Taking  the track out to 
Captain Billy's Landing, which 
was quite corrugated, we 
passed grazing land that in 
the past had been used to 
fatten up cattle before they 
were barged out from this 
location.  
 
We scored a nice shelter at 
the landing to protect us 

from the incessant wind that blows all day and night along the east coast at 
this time year. A stroll along the beach revealed some sea caves with one 
having a colony of bats. We prized a couple of oysters off the rocks which 
were very salty finding most of the large specimens having already been 
plundered.  
 
Using some of Jeff's firewood we made a camp fire in one of the fire pits 
provided and relaxed before retiring.       
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Sat 25th July – Captain Billy's Landing to Chili Beach  
 
Back onto the bypass road we made good time as the road was mostly in 
excellent condition with a fair amount of roadwork in progress. We stopped 
at Bramwell Junction for morning tea and to make enquiries on the condition 
of the Pascoe River crossing. We were told everyone was getting through 
OK.  
 
On the main road again we turned off onto Frenchman's Track finding it 
fairly rough going. I dropped a wheel into a large pothole and a few nasty 
noises from the vehicle had me worried. After investigation it turned out 
the metal gas cylinders on the roof had shaken loose and were making the 
racket. This was a relief.  
 
We arrived at the Pascoe River to find a tag along tour with 9 vehicle waiting 
to cross from the other side so watched them for a while as they negotiated 
the river. After they had crossed the river and blocked the track one was 
found to have broken a shock absorber which one of their group proceeded 
to repair in the middle of the track. After some diplomatic words were 
exchanged the group maneuvered 
their vehicles around to let us 
through.  
 
Arriving on the main track we 
were soon at Chili Beach where 
we secured a camping site which 
was sheltered from the wind by 
some scrub and we set camp. 
     
Sun 26th July – Chili Beach to Lakefield NP 
 
Packing up we headed back down the main road crossing the Pascoe River at a 
much easier crossing before hitting the Peninsular Development Road again. 
The road continued in good condition with more of roadwork and realignment 
going on.  
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We stopped at Archer River 
Roadhouse for morning tea and 
then at Coen to restock supplies 
and refuel before turning off at 
Musgrave Roadhouse into Lakefield 
National Park. Our destination was 
Kalpower and on the way we 
crossed the Nifold Plain with its 
myriad of termite mounds standing 
to attention like a battalion of 

soldiers.  
 
Stopping at the Red Lily and White Lily Lagoons we were disappointed as 
they were quickly drying out with hardly any lilies in flower and very little 
birdlife, quite different to my trip in 2006.  
 
We arrived at Kalpower to find all the campsites listed the registration 
board taken however when we drove to the camp ground we found one vacant 
which was not listed on the board so we all squeezed in.  
 
This camp site has cold showers which were welcome after two days of bush 
camping. Later in the afternoon we a strolled down to the river and were 
rewarded by a sighting of a 5’ freshwater crocodile, our first sighting on the 
trip.      
 
Mon 27th July – Lakefield NP to Bathurst Head 
 
Leaving camp we drove to the ranger station to enquire about Cape Melville 
but only found an employee of Australia Zoo doing some maintenance and who 
said the track was OK.  
 
We registered at the registration station for Cape Melville and crossed the 
weir at Kalpower heading north. Passing more roadwork's we came to the 
Cape Melville turnoff finding the road closed. After a few choice words 
rather than head back to Kalpower we drove straight on to Bathurst Head 
which is outside the national park. On the way as a result of the recent high 
tides there were numerous bypasses to navigate around soft mud.  
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Bathurst Head turned out to be a 
lovely spot with pit toilets and we 
procured a campsite with fireplace 
close to the beach. There were a 
number of fishing camps set up for 
long stays with most having 
generators to run their freezers. 
This did interrupt the serene peace 
of the night.  
 
After setting up camp we had a look around and chatted to a couple who had 
just pulled in two flathead and a black bream. We tried our luck but caught 
nothing on lures. I went for a stroll along the beach and scored some live 
bait that a fisherman had caught with a cast net. Even this did not help with 
catching any fish.   
 
Tue 28th July – Bathurst Head 
 
Brett had to return to work and left us in the morning. As the tide was well 
out I took a walk around the shore line looking for oysters and prized a 
couple of small specimens of the rocks finding them very tasty.  
 

We spent the day lazing about waiting 
for the tide to come in and try our luck 
with the rod and reel again. Still no 
luck with the fish but our neighbors 
provided us with a number of large 
oysters. They had collected these 
further up the coast and had already 
gorged themselves and had some left 
over. The oysters made a delicious 
entrée washed down with a glass of 

wine. 
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Wed 29th July – Bathurst Head to Lions Den Hotel 
 
Heading south we negotiated the track using the plot file from the GPS to 
find the bypasses again as they were not well marked. We traveled back 
through Lakefield NP and Laura and onto the Lions Den Hotel where we set 
camp for the night. 
 
Thu 30th July – Lions Den Hotel to Cowley Beach 
 
Making our way back down the Bloomfield Track we found river levels still 
low and two wheel drives getting through. We were going to attempt the 
CREB track but found it was still closed. The power lines are being removed 
as they have been moved to the main road. I am lead to believe that this 
track will continue to be available for use in dry conditions once the power 
poles have been removed.   
 
Stopping off at Daintree for lunch we looked around. There is a shop there 
that sells items made from timber and has a good display of woodcutting and 
working tools from days gone by. I never knew there was such a wood cutting 
tool as a left handed axe!  
 
Continuing south we traveled 
through Mossman and then up 
the escarpment to Mareeba 
where we stopped at the Coffey 
Factory to taste their wares. 
We traveled down through Milla 
Milla and stopped off to view 
the falls.  
 
Back on the coast the sugar 
cane harvest was in full swing with cane trains and tractors everywhere. We 
stopped off at Cowley Beach to camp in fairly miserable weather where we 
set up camp.  
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Fri 31st July – Cowley Beach to Airlie Beach 
 
Jeff left us for home and we headed down through Ingham, Townsville, Ayr 
and Bowen  stopping off at Airlie Beach where we booked into the Island 
Gateway Holiday Park. A well appointed park with a large grassy camping area 
where we could spread out. There were a number of Wicked vans in 
residence as this area is a favourite spot for backpackers however there are 
no provision for fires there. 
 
There was a large tree with some sort of seed pod just behind us and a flock 
of bats arrived during the night to gorge themselves and squawk and 
squabble over prime roosting spots in the tree.  
 
Sat 1st August – Airlie Beach 
 

We spent the day looking around 
town then headed out to Shute 
Harbour. 
The large markets at Airlie Beach 
were in full swing with plenty of  
food and artworks for sale. We 
stocked up on some of the 
homemade preserves and watched a 
camel train on the beach.  
 

Heading for Shute Harbour we found it only consisted of the wharf a few 
ticket kiosks, a couple of cafes and accommodation. The afternoon was spent 
relaxing. 
 
Sun 2nd August – Airlie Beach to Tannum Sands 
 
Leaving Airlie Beach with plans to stock up on the way they were in tatters 
as there were no supermarkets open anywhere down the coast.  
 
We traveled through Mackay and Rockhampton and set camp near Gladstone 
in the Tannum Beach Holiday Village. Another excellent park with large 
grassy sites, fire pits and good amenities.  
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Mon 3rd August – Tannum Sands to Fraser Island 
 
Away early we headed south to Hervey Bay arriving late morning. After 
stocking up with supplies a couple of phone calls had us booked on the Fraser 
Venture at 3.30pm and a camp site booked at Cathedral Beach.  
 
Strolling along the Urangan Pier whilst the tide was low we marveled at the 
amount of sand dumped by the tides along the coast in the area.  
 
Whilst waiting for the ferry 
at River Heads National Parks 
permits were organized by 
phone as they were not 
available from the barge 
ticket office. The trip across 
to Fraser Island was smooth 
and uneventful. 
 
On arriving at Wanggoolba 
Creek we had to make a dash for Eurong and then up the beach to Cathedral 
Beach on a rising tide.  A couple of times, hard up against the sand bank, we 
had waves washing around the wheels of the vehicle and we managed to make 
it with about 15 minutes to spare before the tide would have been too high. 
Plan B was to bush camp above the high tide mark.   
 
Tues 4th August – Fraser Island 
 
We had decided to do some fishing in the morning on the high tide and 
purchased a packet of pilchards from the caravan park store and headed for 
the beach. Locating a nice gutter we baited up using the pilchards on a three 
ganged hook and wire trace and waited. After a couple of nibbles I had a 
good strike and nailed an Australian Salmon.  
 
Whilst I had my back turned a Brahiminy Kite came out of the trees and 
tried to grab the fish missing by centimeters. I was still mucking about and 
the kite was  successful the second time breaking the line from the rod as I 
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hadn’t time to remove the hook from the fishes mouth. Ross soon had a 
second Australian Salmon which we released as they are not good eating.  
Late morning on the receding tide we headed north up the beach to Indian 
Head and then onto Orchid Beach where we had lunch. At Indian head we 
saw many people climbing to the top of the headland and it was only later 
after talking to a fellow camper back in camp we became aware that there 
was a pod of 6 whales cavorting in the sea and visible from the headland. 
 
After lunch we returning to the beach stopping off at the Champagne Pools 
for a quick dip in the crystal clear water. This is a green zone and no sea life 
can be taken from the water so it still abounds in the rock pools. We headed 
back to camp and relaxed for the rest of the afternoon.      
 
Wed 5th August – Fraser Island 
 

We were up early to fish the 
high tide again and tried the 
gutter we used the previous day. 
With no luck to we headed south 
and stopped at another deep 
gutter where I caught a nice 
plate sized flathead. Casting out 
again it wasn’t long before I 
caught another decent sized 

flathead over the 2kg mark.  
 
Fishing quietened down so we headed south to Eurong for some morning tea 
stopping off at the Pinnacles and the wreck of the Maheno for a look.  We 
then  headed across to Kingfisher Bay for a gander and have some lunch.  
 
From Kingfisher Bay we headed back straight across to the eastern beach on  
Cornwells Break Road coming out on the beach out well north of Eurong and 
headed back to camp.   
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Thu 6th August – Fraser Island 
 
The days plan was to have a look at Lake Waddy, Mackenzie and Central 
Station so we headed off early 
leaving fishing till the afternoon.  
 
Traveling back up Cornwells Break 
Road  we drove to the Lake Waddy 
lookout. This lake is only accessible 
by two tracks, one from the beach 
and one from the lookout both 
about 2km return. 
 
We then drove to Lake McKenzie and walked down to the lake marveling at  
it’s brilliant white sand a azure blue water. It was very crowded with many 
people having a swim.  

 
Driving to Central Station we walked 
along the boardwalk at the edge of 
the creek with its crystal clear 
water. There is an old petrol pump 
and vehicle pit at this location 
preserved for posterity from days 
gone by. 
 

Heading back to Eurong we ate some lunch before heading north for some 
fishing. No luck this time so we headed for camp stopping off at Eli Creek on 
the way. This is another crystal clear running stream and there were quite a 
few vehicles and people at this location. Another excellent spot for a swim.  
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Fri 7th August - Fraser Island to Tallebudgera 
 
As we were booked on the 11.00am barge we packed up early and headed for 
Eurong again having to beat the tide however it was not as high as when we 
arrived. There was a disconcerting moment  when driving on the high side of 
a sand drop-off the bank gave way and with two wheels on the high side and 
two on the low side and Ross directing I gingerly eased the vehicle down onto 
level ground. 
 
We had breakfast at Eurong before heading to Wanggoolba Creek via 
Central Station for the long wait for the barge. It arrived late with repair 
work still being done to the locking latches on the bow ramp. 
 
We were hoping to get through Brisbane before peak hour however even 
though we arrived around 4pm found that the motorway was clogged both 
sides of the city so had to find a caravan park around the Gold Coast in the 
dark. We stopped of at Tallebudgera setting up camp in the dark and had 
dinner at the Surf Club. 
 
Sat 8th August Tallebudgera to Diamond Head 

 
Our destination for the evening was Diamond Head between Port Macquarie 
and Taree. Turning off at Kew we traveled through Laurieton then on good 
dirt to the Crowdy Bay National Park where we set up camp at Diamond 
Head. A great camping area greeted us with flushing toilets and showers 
although they are cold. We spent the evening around the camp fire.  
 
This location is very picturesque and beach driving is allowed on Dunbogan 
Beach although a permit is required.  
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Sun 9th August Diamond Head to Sydney 
 
An early start saw us back on the highway for this short leg back into 
Sydney which was uneventful and had us home by lunch time. 
 
Prologue 
 
Ross and myself traveled 8800KM averaging 13L/100KM and $1.34/L in the 
Landcruiser TD100. Worst consumption was 17.1L/100KM and cost was $1.90 
at Bamaga.      
 
If you have the opportunity, extended forum and club trips are a great way 
to see the country and enjoy the camaraderie of like minded people. This 
trip was no exception and I'm looking forward to the next one. 


