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Fauna & fauna habitat valuesFauna & fauna habitat values

Very high species richnessVery high species richness –– top 3 sites in top 3 sites in 
the metro (the metro (inclsincls JandakotJandakot Airport, Whiteman Airport, Whiteman PkPk))

87 bird species (How & Dell 94, RAOU 96)87 bird species (How & Dell 94, RAOU 96)
20 reptiles (How & Dell 94, 20 reptiles (How & Dell 94, TingayTingay 94) 94) ––
1970 record of Western Swamp Tortoise1970 record of Western Swamp Tortoise
8 frogs (How & Dell 94, 8 frogs (How & Dell 94, TingayTingay 94)94)
2 native mammals 2 native mammals –– QuendaQuenda & Echidna& Echidna
2 WA2 WA--endemic fish pops endemic fish pops –– Western Pygmy Western Pygmy 
Perch, Western Minnow (only records in Perch, Western Minnow (only records in 
Perth Metro)Perth Metro)



High wetland valueHigh wetland value –– one of top 6% of one of top 6% of 
wetlands for breeding wetlands for breeding waterbirdswaterbirds in in 
southwest WA (Bush Forever); contiguous southwest WA (Bush Forever); contiguous 
swamp systemswamp system
Other habitat valuesOther habitat values
–– Complex mosaic of habitat types Complex mosaic of habitat types 

providing diverse array of feeding, providing diverse array of feeding, 
breeding and refuge resources for faunabreeding and refuge resources for fauna

–– Representative soil & plant communities Representative soil & plant communities 
((BassendeanBassendean Sands, eastern SCP flora Sands, eastern SCP flora 
mostly now gone (woodland uplands, mostly now gone (woodland uplands, 
wetlands, wetlands, shrublandsshrublands, heath), heath)



–– stepping stone’ and landscape linkage stepping stone’ and landscape linkage 
valuesvalues

–– Research, education, Aboriginal, passive Research, education, Aboriginal, passive 
recreation valuesrecreation values

Very high invertebrate species richnessVery high invertebrate species richness
–– MundayMunday Swamp Swamp –– unusually rich & unusually rich & 

diverse invertebrate fauna (82 diverse invertebrate fauna (82 sppspp, , 
several rare species several rare species –– Bush Forever)Bush Forever)



Conservation significance Conservation significance ––
vertebrate faunavertebrate fauna

BirdsBirds
–– Populations of 9 decliners on SCP (Bush Forever Populations of 9 decliners on SCP (Bush Forever 

listed)listed)
–– Feeding area for threatened Schedule 1 and EPBC Feeding area for threatened Schedule 1 and EPBC 

ActAct--listed species listed species –– Carnaby’sCarnaby’s Black CockatooBlack Cockatoo
–– Seasonal food resources for Seasonal food resources for waterbirdswaterbirds, , 

honeyeaters, northern migrantshoneyeaters, northern migrants
Mammals, reptiles & fishMammals, reptiles & fish
–– QuendaQuenda populationpopulation
–– Only known Perth Metro population of Crowned Only known Perth Metro population of Crowned 

Snake; other declining species Snake; other declining species 
–– Significant populations of Western Minnow, Significant populations of Western Minnow, WPPerchWPPerch



National and international significanceNational and international significance
–– Listed in Register of National Estate, Listed in Register of National Estate, 

Directory of Important Directory of Important AustAust WetlandsWetlands
–– Criteria used: diversity, rarity, level of threat, Criteria used: diversity, rarity, level of threat, 

scientific value, scientific value, representativenessrepresentativeness, coastal , coastal 
remnant vegetation communities (wetland, remnant vegetation communities (wetland, 
damplanddampland, upland woodland, , upland woodland, 
heath/heath/shrublandsshrublands))



Declining bird species presentDeclining bird species present

White-browed 
Scrubwren
(CALM)

Inland 
Thornbill
(CALM)

Not a Splendid Fairy-
wren! (BBFW - CALM)



Other locally significant birdsOther locally significant birds

Golden Whistler

(L&M Brooker)

Grey Butcherbird (CALM)

Rufous
Whistler 
(CALM)

White-cheeked Honeyeater (CALM)



Perth Metropolitan Region Perth Metropolitan Region ––
importance of scale and contextimportance of scale and context

• 28% native vegetation 
remains – compares 
well with other cities

• several declining birds 
now only in hills

• small remnants as 
‘stepping stones’ –
condition important

• potential for linkage –
strengths in the 
north/north-east

• thinking ‘outside the 
fence’ – Airport bush as 
part of a larger 
interacting suite of 
ecosystem
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